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THE 

Author's Dedicatm^ 

TO THE 

Bigk Reverend Father in God, 

GILBERT, 

Lord Bifiiop of Sarum. 



My Lord, 

TH £ common ExcuTe which 
Authors make for prefum' 
ing to dedicate their La- 
bours CO Persons of Diftin^ion, is, 
thatth&Name of an honourable Pa^ 
A 2 tron 
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LV The Authors J)edicatm. 

tron prefix'd to their Works, will 
recommend 'em ~te— the - Lea r ne d 
World, and fecure 'em from ill-na- 
tur'd Cenfures. If the Reafon were 
juft, no Man, I am fure, can urge it 
with. a better Right than my fclf. 
For wh^t Name is'more univeirlally 
celebrated, or more^ confpicuous in 
the Republick or Literature, than 
yoviLordfhip'si^Or what is' more 
able to ffive this Treatife a,2encral 
Reoommendat^iu add prfefet^e ^ to 
latePofterity ? 'mic^fe JudgmeriroJF 
Things is mpre acciiratei aodiyet, 
my Lord, who judges with greater 
Candour ? Who does not acquiefce 
in your Opinion I And who wou d 
offer to condemn what you ap- 
prove ? In a word, who wou'd ex- 
cept againft thefe Difcourfes, 'if my 
Lord of Sarum ftiou d pleafe to ho- 
nour them with his Patronage ? 

Biit, I muft confefs, this is not 
the Reafon of my Addireflmg to 
Your Lordfliip : for tho it is a ve- 
ry common one, yet I ,cou d riot 

think 
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'Ih Author' s^'Dedieatim, 
tiiirifi^ft^- fufficieht 5- fihce noi Wife 
Man ^li contlutTfe'thls Trifle has 
Yoii^Siordfliip's Approbadon, tc- 
catffe i Hayc vetitiw a to prefenc it 
to^ii;^' i'hiac&rtlftyhoIUchOb- 
ligXidci oh Y6ui? Lordfhip, nor 
have Ithc Vani^tb expei^it flibu d. 
TOe/Plflertflriohs, 1 am foifiblc; 
will^ftatftl -in ii^ed of an indulgent 
Reader^: but Your Lordfliip has 
made-'''apJ)ear]-wWour incompara- 
ble '^'flifliteiify dr- tHe ' Reformation, 
and Your other "ckcetierit Writings, 
and by.Your ^pri^teGorivcrfation, 
thatYoii haveiegard"oriiy to Tnith 5 
and that a Judgment^ accomplifli'd 
with 'fo' much ''Erudition, and ri- 
peh'drby fo long a Praftice, is not 
to beilbrtiiptedi ' 

The Only 'diini,- therefore,- which 
indtii'd^riie td idkribc thefe Papers 
to Vcftr LbKdfHifi,': Was the Admi- 
ra^icW'^of Yokr TOtiies, which are 
fo'*«n^ttirnbh' i* this Age 5 and 
wh*iii%aYe^fill<f me with a pro- 
fdfihd B^efpea civer fincc I firft had 
' --' the 
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yi The Mmrs t>t(dka^. 

the Honour o£ your Lordflups 
CocivieHilcioa in my own Country 5 
vheijfi?;! waifie^'iOftYoutoiikfa- 
hr^^ wbew I )*^p.;WH yoi? <crey4 
O^,fj0ftiwS^i0gl?iy,fclf by.Yottt 
Difcouifei A&e<]Wf^ I faw You 
4g^}AMtlx« i^^M^s dnd l^y n 
Cfev^in thc,Elc<aorVCouni whssTf 
I toc^l? jwy final Le^vc <^ { Ypw 
Lord^ii^. . / 

Pardon, mfa my J^r4, . iF aft ob- 
fcure MiXkx ^ I ^^> prefumes to 
remind You of $|bat Time, vluch 
i edeem the happjeft Pait of mv 
X^e, «nd can ijievt^ remember to 
yrieh inexprefliUe Pleafure. SuSkt 
me to? boaft of tbis in Publi<pk, 
fome^hiM mo?e immoder^ly, 
than in SnOt Decency I ought' to 
^0. And if your lordfliip will 
pleaTe, to put a £iVQurablQ Con* 
thu<^onrOn my giving the prefent 
Tcftimony of my Veneration for 
You, whidh began at^iat time, ai^ 
ba« poiTefs'd my H^ cvor Jiace, 
px^ yi\^4^ I foii'dfnQ longeir con* 
. . ; ceal. 
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The Authors M.icatim. vii 

ceal, I (hail obtain the Sum of my 
Ddkcs;.; '^ ^ -^ ' 

* As tb'thcfollowmgBook, Your 
X^or^fli^ will ^iudg.oF it, tccor<}iiig 
CQ Your ufiul manner. There is 
iiothin^ ki it to defcrvc Your Lik- 
ing, hot the Averfion ^which the 
Author dcpreHes to thofe vam DK^ 
mices> wmch 4ivida the Churchy and 
ii& Soltidtude (o xtftrain ib pemi* 
cioui aft Evil. Yo\ir LowMhip wijl 
be concemM, piprliaps, to (cehow 
Weakly I have .ei:Q(«HW Co sood 
a De%n, whidi i^ay peruiade 
You to etigagc fbtixt ^bler Hand t6 
findeiltake it. But t am perfei!9;ly 
ealy as to this 5 %ce I am not feek- 
itig Your AlpijXiAMoa; iwhaeh I 
cannot merit, out Your Good*willy 
whiclryouare wont to bcftdvtf even 
on ^c .tondeierving.: * I .' ; . 

' Ma^ God AhnigHty long coati- 
mie Yoinf Xosdihip the Oihainm. 
of ^|5r*alf^ Sntem, /and tJic-^ts^ 
Chrifti^ Char^li^ >ttd multij^ly u^ 
onYw^.ttile bcft,^^ $ieffiogSi^ .;,,; " 
Ai/Sr, Nov. 4. X701. 
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F.R E I? A G E 

/ S ufukl jot Men to ^H^s care* 




v » 1 i ,;* ful of tbik Words it*i J^ions 
Atnong thHr familiar yAilB^difk- 
tanee^than when they^dff ear i^ 
Tublick^ and fo it was mth me in comfibjing 
this Treatife : which ^cpnjifisy as mi readny 
heguepd by the Diverftty ^ the Stite and 
Manner^ cf Acajdeftiical Thcfesi'r^ip: tkeji 
sail them^ wrote atfeverd Time^, fcf ^^^vz 
fetation. Labours of this Nature Jeldom 
travel beyond the Place where ^they arfSorny 
ind are there reai4fkt by ftfWj^ dnd^ that 
with, na great Jttentmu I wps\mt im 
tftuch fain for the Judgment of wy^ learned 
Cotfntrjimeny. becauje they aire yny^FrJi^dsy^ 
ind 'wou^d be fatisffd on e^ Terms i ef^e- 
ciaSyJ^Jthce thty^exped nhihing^tmomnon 
jtomlu^ :'IhJk^fSdi^d4^erefiV41^^ 
of}Inv$j^tipf^ .0Kitj^^\Vm^t3ififufk^{h^^ 

and ^wu ^ hot fo curioui of tiy {thoughts^ 
Wordsand Methodya^lf^^^ 
if I had intwded to fUafe t^e hg^d I Cen- 
prA^MtbiWhom the Go^i^momviMi'!!f\l^^ 
rd^re ^ frefent aJiounds.^ ^ fi^^y ^ 
deed^ to^have revised my ^thefes^ and co9^ 
re^ed'thenij before I fad given them /the 
Title of- ^ Offc^rfi y and ^accordingly I 

.:/:. r,. ,.,:-: : wss 
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chMg^d mj MiM: far 4 firiii Amfndfnent^^ 
jE fotfnij vm?i haipe ftruck out almofi the 
Whle, If. the RM^er Jbou^d ask tvhat Ne- 
ceffity I was under to fuhlijb thejp, thus 
erudfly^ I mi^t aji^fiper^ they were fxtorted 
fkm. fm fy the related. Importunity s of my 
friends^ ISut this Exfufe has fo often been 
faljfy aMedg^dy th^ttnow no body will believe 
itf, th^jtti is tTMe* TCf^e only Reafon^ then^ of 
fny confijitisi^ to ^blijh.thefe Papers as they 
we.y isy that I thought they wou^d be of 
Sumce to the fVorld^ notwithfianding all 
their D^fisits^ Fer tt is ifnfo0ile to fay 
nkatiOn. Adv^tage true Kjwwledg and Pie- 
ty, mof^d' recehey if all who apfly themfelves 
ti^Lettersy whether as Authors or Readers^ 
vme duly festfibky how, many Difputes there 
Are in 4II Arts, and Sciences merely about 
Words 1^ and how few Controverjys have 
heenfarrfd en. without them ; if they wou^d 
r^Jle^. on th Mif chief of this to the Inter eji 
of Bfk^iqn and Learnings and dijlinguifb 
tMJever^l Kjnds and Symptoms of this 
Vti^empejrv a^nd^ in a wMdy if they confi- 
der^d theCaufesof it both internal and out- 
v^md^ ^nd t»hat Rem^edys aye to be implafd 
f^her for Prevention ok Cure. 
^. J fiAvei V9turg^d under thefe Heads aE 
'th^ Jffight.^ h^ve been faidy or was mojt 
proper J but what ocfur^d to tne in the Hur- 
ryof Meriting : I have illujlrated the whole 
Jii a by 
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PREFACE. 

iy fuch Examples^ as my Memory (whibh k 
not very exa^J furmjb d to me\ in r^hieh 
if I happen fometimes to be mifiAkeny the 
ingeniom Readet may fubfiitute more pet^^ 
tinent in their room. 

The Subject deferves to be treated by fome 
fuperior Genius^ who has a better Judgment^ 
and a larger Fund of Erudition and JEjf- 
perience to fupport it : I jbou^d be glad . to 
fee this perforrn^dy and in the mean time 
the prefent Ejfay mil not be unufeful. 

I was deftr^d by my Friends to anne:ifi ^ 
Dijfertation which I writy concerning Me- 
teors of Stile, when I read Lectures on 
Eloquence in our Academy. 1 cou^d not re- 
fufe their Requefi ; eJpeciaSyJince fome con- 
fiderable PerJonSy into whoje Hands it has 
falleny w^re pleas'* d to ajfure mey that they 
had read it with SatisfaBion. Nor was it 
at all improper y I thought y to join thefe two 
Treatifes together : fof as it is a common Er- 
ror in Logical DifputeSy to confound a mere 
Verbal Difference with a Real \ fo in Rheto- 
ricky they who affe£i Sublimityy are frequent- 
ly betrafd into Meteors of Stile, or Fufiian. 
If I have any where offended againft my own 
Rulesy in either of thefe Rejpeltsj, it may 
ferve to inform the Reader what flriB Pre- 
caution is necejfary againjt thofe Fault Sywhich 
theyy who write concerning themy cannot even 
at the fame time avoid. 

THE 
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C HA PV I- 

C)/" tk KoMb Oni SignifiiMthn vf the 
word Logoiiischfy <ft u^dt' is tntdrii 
fy ^eo^es cMtnSf^ merelj abont 
Words. 

Y Defign in tMs E(fiy U to zifplj 
a Remedy to a m'oft pei'niciottt 
Diftemper, whiclrhas longatfic- 
ted the Learned V^orld. Tho a 
pierfca Care is rather to be dtfirM thatf eki. 
pefted, yet if I can g!^c aftV check t6 it, I 
. fliall not think my Labour loft : 1$W itS next 
to impoflible to telY hoyt much' conteiidlilg 
merely about Words thtt^e is altnoft in every 
^oint^ in wliicb karhed Met! are divided J 
and how many Quarrels and wrangjlinc: DU- 
putes, with which Leai^ning is fo miferabiy 
pcfterM, wouM immediately vaniftf couM wc 
bat oncie diftinguilh Verbal Differences from 
Real. I am^ n6t unacq^oainted with the Stub* 
borrinds of this Diftemper, the Difficulty of 
its Cure, nor how unacceptable it is eveiito 
the Patient to have it examined* But when 
all's done, a Patient is not to be given over 
for his Peevifimefs, or becaufe be loaths thp 
taking of Phyfick ^ nor is a Phyfician to lie 
dlfcourag'd by every Difficulty, bat todo bis 
B wftf 
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i A Dtfcourfe of Logomachysl 

Cbap.i'befl:, and leave the Saccefs of his Endeavours 

t/^V^J to the Divine Providenc?. 

i hope I may be excus'd if I call this Con- 
tendifig -about Wordft-a Jaftcmpcr^ before 1 
fliew the Refemblance it has to the Difeafes of 
the Body ^ having not only die Examples of 
the Philofopheirs, who, call all tlie Errors of 
the Mind and Will by this Name, but the Au- 
thority of the Apojftlc P^«/ for To ^oing } 

1 Tim.6. who giving a Defcription of one : who con- 
fcntfed not to the 'i>o£trine whl^h is dccarding to 
Codlinefs^ makes it part of .hisCharader^that 
he was ^o^St m^t^ A^iiAj^d^^. lick of the. Lo- 
gomachy, the fad Diltemper I am writing of. 
Contending about Words. ^ 
. Now to prevent Miftakes, we ijiuft be fure 
to /diftinguifli contending about Words, from 
contending with or ly-Words-, ;for the De- 
bates of the Learned about Matters of Im- 
portance, whether by Word or \Xrriting, if 
they are manag'd with Temper^ andrhave no- 
thing in- view but finding ou^tbe Truth, are 
fo&r' from being Difeafes of the Mind, that 
they are indeed the belt Prefervatives againffi 
them: Argumentation being to the Mind 
what Exercife is to the Body ; it confirms its 
Conftitution, keeps it from the Contagion of 
Error, and prevents it from imbibing Opi- 
Xiions, however plaufible, which are not fup- 

Sorted with folid Reafon. But when, in- 
ead of calm Reafoning, we. have Quarrels, 
Wrangling and Noife i when fifting out the 
Truth is the leaft part of oar Defign, and 
inftead of debating the Matter with Mode- 
' ration like Scholars and Gentlemen, we ra- 
ther feem to fight Prizes like Fellows in a 
Sior'Garden^ making it the main of our Bu- 
• - finefi 
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^^"Pljcourfiof Logomachys. j 

finefsto expofey abufe, revile and infultc our Chap, r; 
Adverfarys, as if trampling on a Man wou'dyVN^ 
really m^ke «s the taller : If when we can't ' 
fairly get the better of our Antagonift,. we 
endeavour, all we can, to trick him with our 
gophifmsj all this is Quarrelling and Fight- 
ing rather th^n Difputing, and Words (which 
were given to Man for a nobler purpoie) be- 
come only the Inftruments of our Rage. 
Now that I may not always call this Luft 
of Quarrelling by the name of a Difeafe (it's 
indeed too mild an Appellation) What; a Pol- 
fon, what a Plague is it to Learning, to Re- ' 
ligion, and to tlie Peace and Prosperity of 
the whole World ! -—Its EfFeds are indeed 
very ' fcandakiqs, and I pray what are its 
CaufesI (for I can't but hint at them by the 
by) Are they any better ? How much of it 
procfeedjs from JJVfens : haughty Pride, and an 
unr^afohable impudent Ambition of lording 
it over Mens C6nfciences,inflaving their Minds,^ 
and making them think and fpeak no other- 
wife than we, foffopth, wou'd have them ? 
Oh 'tis a mighty bufinefs with fome People to 
gain Profelytes, and add to their Number, as 
'tis with Tyrants to multiply their Slaves. 
And if any are fo hardy as to crbfs their Dc- 
iigns, by denyiag their Aflent to thefe Mens 
Opinions (efpecially if they are likely to in- 
fluence others alfo to do the like) nothing 
wiU.fcrve, but prefently they muft be treated 
as publick Enemys. Immediately they di- 
vide, and the Game begins*, every M^n is at 
fiis Poft, and defends his Quarter : Scoffs and 
Reproaches come thick and threefold, and 
what they want of Argument they fupply 
with Calumny : What^ wm^tthey bditveaswe 

B 2 ioi 
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4 AViJcourfe of Log(mach;j^^^ 

Chap.f, ^(T? Are we fuch Bloclhcf \ 

^^^^^'''y^ 4S to have our. ^ tUu 

forts thus flighted? yiTeate \ 
ki liiemfctves^ an(^ fp the) 
Whether this be rather to i 
mented, I Ihajl not at. j 
bat fan*thelp obfervingy 
they are thus together b^ tlie ^rs> about the 
weighty p4fine(s of making themlTelves fleads 
of a Party^^ liich like, they wo\i'd fain per- 
iviade us tHkt Truth alone is what they arc 
tonceraMfor : Nay, I havealipoft the Cha- 
rity to believe (confidering how little Men 
are us'd to know, and how apt to flatter 
themfelves) that they fometimes verily think 
as they fpeak. But be that as it will, one 
wou'dthinka lerious Lover of Truth (houM 
efteem the Erroneous the Objefts of his Pity, 
rather than of his Hatred. A Gentleman that 
has his Cellar well ftor'd with rich and gene- 
rous Wines, wouM be thought, I fancy, to 
difcovera ftrange Temper, li he Ihou'd fall 
out with his poor Neighbours for not being 
ib well provided, or abufe them for hot be- 
ing fo capable of diltinguilhing^ betwixt good 
and bad Wine as he. And u I having, ia 
my Opinion, kvery beautiful charming Wife, 
fliou'd quarrel with every Man I met for not 
admiring her as I did.; I'm afraid theill-na- 
tur'd World wouM hardly forbear calling inc 
Coxcomb. Men are generally ambitious of 
enjoying what they love without a Rival : 
And who has not obferv'd how unwilling molt 
Men are to have others thought as knowing 
as themfelves? Have you found out the 
Truth? You are a happy Man; you have 
your Deiire : But, fay you, my Neighbours 

Witt 
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vriil not h^effc it The gre$it«r i$ thdr Miff GhapiiQ 
^tyuf:, &y I: And wo^^ver aay M^ in his w'VX* 
liVi^aagry: with another for bdi^lefs happj 
thafi b4mfi^ljf ? W^at is it diifturbs yoo ? Why 
tH TtntJ^ Qf the matter Is this^^ Learned 
Men. hate Gpntradidion^ Ibr the iame rea£bn 
as covetcHis Men do other Peoples libernUty ^ 
they r^]^ itt^sproaches them* Tbey* wJi^ 
diflTent from onr bpinions, leem to call oar 
Learning and Jodgment into qneftidn, and to 
prefer tnem&lves before ns} and this taoufr 
chcstts to the quick I Fle0i and Hood can't 
bear it* I (ay they feem to do fb, &r they 
don't always da fo in reality. Men are not 
always of the iame Opinions widi others^ 
for whom they have the greateft Veneration } 
not beqaufe they won't, bat becanfe they 
can't. ^Tis not in our Power to believe what 
and when we plcafe. Wou'd you have me 
come over to any of your Opinions ? In tbs 
firft place, let me hear your Reafons, pro- 
fduce the Argiunents with which yon was con- 
yinc'd. Am I notwithftanding too ftiff i& 
iny own Opioyion ? . Why, 'tis becauiie your 
Reafons da not appear to me fiifficieat, rm 
your Arguments condufivc. If they be £> in 
reality, Pm forry I can't fee them in the fame 
Lighjt, and with the iame %«$ as you do. 
Wl^t makes youangtiy ? Why, fay you, one 
of us muft needs have a very great Defeft in 
our Eyedght. Perbai)s not^ the (harpefk 
Sight can't fee every thing, and a Fool may 
(tumble upon that which the niceft Obferver 
in the World oever took any notice of ; So 
that, if in this particular I fee more than you, 
1 may be more happy than wife -^ if I do not, 
I am fo much the more unhappy, as I can't 
» 3 ht 
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6 A 1)i[courfe of Logomdchysl 

Chap.T, be made fenfiblethat I am in an Error. 

1>^W; But to return from this Digrcffion (tho 
I hope I have not been far out of my way) 
be pkas'd to remember^ th4t • tfefides this ' 
contending with Words already infifted on, 
there are too often Contentions merely ahout 
Words, to the Confideratiori bf which we 
now proceed as the principal Defigh of this 
Eflay. 

Since by Words then we often underftand 
not only a Compolition of Letters and Sylla- 
bles, but things of no moment, contending 
about Words may (ignify contending about 
Trifles; And what a confiderable number of 
Books are written upon Subjects not worth a 
Thought ? Who can forbear fmiling, when 
he hears grave bearded Doftors difpute, whe- 
ther the Fifli which fwallow'd Jonah W^s Male 
or Female? With which Foot ^neas at his 
Landing firft ftept upon the Italian Shove "i 
What was the Shape of a Roman Button ? and 
a thoufand other fuch ridiculous Queftions. 
^Tis well fuch Controverfys kre/written in 
Latin j were they not, how wou'd they ex- 
pofe their Authors (and perhaps Learning it 
felf) to the Contempt even of Watermen', 
Porters and Plowmen? What wou'd Philofo* ^ 
phers. Schoolmen, yea Divines themfelves be 
thought of? Who cou'd be otherwife than 
ama^'d, to fee the Eaftem andWefiern Chur-» , 
ches divide upon the (^eftion, whether Priefts 
ought to wear long Beards ? or whether Bi- 
Ihops might wear Rings ? Of much the like 
Importance was that femous Controyerfy be- 
,tween St. Jerom and St. Aufiin^ concerning the 
Plant which Ihadow'd Jonah^ whether 'twas 
40 be caU'd a Qourd, or an Ivy-Tree. ' -Juftin 
%.. . ^ Y confclRs 
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confeflcs that the Church w^s in an Uproar Chap, i; 
when Jfraw's Verfion was read, who thought t/V\i 
it an Ivy-Tree: and yfr^iw complains of fomc 
who accus'd him of Sacrilege on that account ; 
and he is no lefs iharp upon Aufiin^ ' if Jthn 
Calvin may be credited* Indeed I have often 
woAder'd to fee Learned Men and Pretenders 
to Wifdom, contend as earneftly as if it 
were for Liberty and Property, when it fig- 
nifies not one half-penny to themfelves, or 
any one elfe, which way the BuHnefs is de* 
cided : But then the wonder in ia great mea« 
fureceas'd, as foon as I became fenfible that 
the Difpute was not about: the things of ^ 

which they feem'd to difpute, but about the 
Learning and Wit of tne Difputants. Yoa 
are miftaken if you think Scali^er and Cardan 
' two (uch Coxcombs, as to dilute in earneft 
in^hicK had moft Hairs on its Back, the Kid or . ^ 
the Goat ? The Qpeftion in debate was, 
which of thofe two Gentlemen was the bet- 
ter Scholar and more ingenious Man : Some 
thinkidg nothing more likely to advance their 
Reputation in Learning, than their being 
able to talk well of empty infignificaAt Sub« 
jeds \ but when all is done, triflmg Qpeftions 
are no better than Trifles, let them re- 
quire never fo much Learning and Inge* ^ 
ifbity to decide th?m : So true is that of 
Martial^ 

Turpe tfidifficiU J habere nugaSf 
£t fiultus labor efi ineftiarum* 

If we take Words in a proper fenfe, con- 
tending about them may have different Signi- 
ficationsv Sometimes we difpute about Words 
^^ B 4 deiignedly 
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^YVpcie i ^s v^Jicfl we CAdc^ypfijr tOiBjcp|ai|i tfa^ • 
g^^i^gpf aLavy^, f )yiU) or thp Hajy Scrips 
t4S€s: thp perhaps t^fs m«y, in ^ff^ft, be 
r^cr thbo^ arguing about XWpgs> (than 
l)f$k(eri()g abpnt Words. Sopetimips Words, 
4s fqd), ^r^ tnought by li^rned M^n worthy 
Qf ^eV Q^fifider^tioa : Thus Gr^iOi^riaQS 
an4 Cri ticks tre^t of the Pronuaaaitioa^ ma^* 
nj^roit Writing pecdiaUig, Sigai(u:atiQn,aii4 
Cogi?l^ni^ioQ^W9r4s9 ^ndlflio^^^ ^ t^ 
laft {^ho ^umM t(iapp t)ie;n for it, woa'd tl^ey 
allow more oi t^eir tinie fi?r nobler Stodys, 
Hji^ (f j(l^y icpu'^ ptrfiipide tb^mfdvM to be. 
of ^iti^reot Opioions conceroiog tt^^ Mat- 
ters wijcbouc quarrelling, ^ot the Scalding 
<¥ .^ Pj^?i9)^i^^i^9& Is quite grown into ^ 
Prpycrb. Trauflate^tpftxpreflion, or^fr bu^ 
a .WpF.d wjtiicl? thefe Qejitleiwea pl^ife to tMidf 
iip»prpp?jr, and youh^ye great |t|ck if yo? be 
npjt cxpps*4 ia Frfsf |is opf of the grc^t^^ 
Fi^s u|i^?r th^;S».n. JPuf iff t^ i^ffa jtinje 
ha^e fi care hovir 799 ?igcftfk them of Bfrb^i^ . 
rflms or gjun^crs : Th^y if ou'd fooner for* 
gTyeyoji if yo» charg'4 tberp wUb CJippiM 
ancji CoiaiQg. W]iat Wprli: <jljd FriffHm^ fw 
Cr«/iw/ mak:e bpretofore? Th^y mtt <P «»• 
rag'd that thw /eoiij^d LOt fi^d W^rds bad f ^ 
npvigh to bcftoy^ upon poe another i fbff 
caird one another all the Knaves, JFoo):§ ^ad 
Beafts they cou'd think of And pray what 
did they di^tr aj|?Qttf ? J^o Trifle,^ yoo^tnay be 
furci you have Fri{chlnus\ vfqrd for it. 
What then? Why truly Cmjins (or truel Mr. 
Crucihlfi as his witty Adverfiry Dicj^Qatties 
him) tales upon him to give Hulfs r?is- 
ting to Nouns, Participles ^^d ^pi^ifis, 

in 
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IQ ^ iBipropier ^c of the Syntax- AndOhap^'f^ 
w?iev«%hartbiog as that known? What a ^^^'^^'^ 
j^d |Vt99 iN!a6€his CrtH^im^ and what aban- 
4a9c^ of Reafoik bad hb Aatagpnift to be an** 
gry ? 1 have ii|)Oa this Qccalionmade ale of 
1^^ tupo Mens Name^ not to Kfled upon 
thfO^ hot to warn others not to quarrel a* 
kH^ a Wwd, whether of Lat^m or any o- 
flier reore nneommpn LangQage ; $)uU in Lan« 
gtAS^S bei^g fo apt to njake Men proud and 
▼»iii9 when nojtWithftanding kV a certain 
Tr^thf that however necefTary and comment 
4»bleithe| it b neither Learning nor Wif« 
4Qm^ bat ^tbeftthe Road which leads to it. 
"^hat I m^y not feem to advance fo dangerous 
a PrQPOfitton of my own Head, pray ^ear 
Vhat thp traly learned Brinn Waltm has faid 
99 this Spbiedv and iureiy he who^ with io 
great (UccefS) had taken fuch vaft Pains, and 
was fo d^fervedly fiimous for hb vaft Ac» 
quaintance with the Languages, couM not 
wett be fuppOsM to fpeak any thing out of 
pj:e}u4ifiPf that might unjuftly leflen the Re« 
patation of Philological Studys, In his ^« 
ffr^ms Sibl* Protif. i* %. x^ after many 
wings very handlomly and judicioufly faid 
to recommend to us the Study of the Li^n* 
SMges^ he thus coaclodes : ^^ Before I 
^ put an end tothisDilTertation, I caa^t bu% 
^ take notice of the Supercilioufnefs of thoft 
^ Pretenders to Learning ; who tho perhaps ^ 
*^ they know no more than the Karnes of the 
•* Sciences, have no fooner got a fmatter* 
^^ ingof the Languages, than they are won« 
•* derfnlly puff'dup, ^row infolent, and treat 
^ Men, ten times their Superiours in all forts 
^ of valuable real Knowledge with as much 

l^ (Sontcmpt 
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Cha> I. •* Contempt as if they were not worthy ta 
t/V^ " carry their Books after 'em. Sach ought 
. ^^ to know, that the Knowledg of Words is 
-^ no more than a Path to lead us to the 
" Knowledg of Things, and valuable dnly as 
" it ferves that Defigui this latter being that 
^\ which en^tlesa JMantruly learned: (Lan-* 
"guages being asthe Shell, and the.KabwIedg 
** of Things the Kernel-S They therefore 
" who make no farther Advahces towards 
** Learning, than to underftand the Langiia-^ 
•^ ges,' are like thofe who fit down in the 
** Porch and never enter the Houfe, nor vievr 
** the Rooms : And confe^uently may h^ 
*^ caird Sciolifts, Grammarians or Criticks v 
** but can never merit thp Charader of Lear- 
^ ned Men.** Thus far Dr. Walton^ whofc 
Authority perhaps may have fome Influence' 
on thofe Gentlemea who wou'd think it an- 
anpardoaable Prefumption in fuch as me, to 
pretend to correft 'em. . 

But J mufti not forget the Criticks: If any 
in the World may be faid to make a Noife 
about nothing, Thefe are the Men. What a 
Company of Buzzards were our Fore-fathers, 
fiys one, to read fuch a Word orExpreffion 
of an old Author, as they did ! They ought 
to have read it, as I have correded it. You 
correded it ! fays a fecond, I beg your Par- 
don i 1 was the firft who correded it. No 
matter who correded it, fays a third, for it's 
ijifufferable Nonfeufe, and a matter of dan-' 
gerous Confequence tor alter a Letter!- — ' 
Why, Sic, What's the matter ? Pleafe to in- 
fprpij us, if it i>e not above the reach of us 
orHiflary Scholars, what 'tis you differ -sibout. 
Sot A iiOaB Matter ypu may- aflbre your fotf 5 * 
• ^^•^i^^CJ '^ buc 
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bat about t*h^ lifeht' pointing a Sentenqc, or Chap* f.' 
fpelling a Word ,: for inftance, whether you l/VN» 
ought to read FirgiUtu or yirgilm % AgellUu 
or A* GeUtus \ Cdrimonia or Ccremonia ^ Mun-' 
ditU or Mmditie* 

J wou'd by no means endeavour to lefleii 
'the juft Efteem the World has for th'ofe who - 
give us correft Editions of antient Authors. 
I know it requirevvaft Reading, and a good 
Judgment, as. well as a good Stock m Pa- 
tience, to free thofe Authors from the Injurys 
done 'em by the Ignorance and Barbarity of 
former Ages. None but Hercules couM cleanfc 
Auge4s\ Stable. But then it might be confi- 
tlerd too, that tho that was a great Work, 
7et 'twas not the moft glorious of Hercvles^ 
Labours. I couM wilh therefore, that theft 
ingenious Gentlemen wouM learn from hut 
Example, not to content themfelves with 
fuch comforatively mean Performances, as the 
corrcfting Words or Expreflions of other 
Men J however not to contend about 'em, as 
about Matters of Life and Death •, but to im- 
ploy fome of their Time and Parts in confoting 
pr^iftical Errors, and in fearching after fbme- 
thrng which may be of Ufe to Mankind; 
fomething apt^ to enlighten the Underftan* 
dings, or reform the Manners of an ignorant 
and licentious A ge>. But inftead of this (to 
ufe the Words" of a great Critick) fome are fb 
ihidious of Antiquity, that they almoft forget 
tlieir own Chriftiab Names ^ are continually , 
poring upon old worm-eaten Manulcripts, 
and decay'd Monuments, where they may look 
every Day in the Year, from Sun-rifing to Sun- 
fet, andnev^he thewifer. ,But if they find 
any thing that's ncw^, be it ever fo tritiing, thrfy 

are 
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Chip. I. are immedutdy, in their own Conceits* as 
\rky^ Great a$ Ai/tgufius. No wonder then if tney 

Siarrel about Trifles who wind little or nor 
^ ing clfe! 

But of all Contentions about Wor^s^ I 
\mw npne more fooUIh in it iiblf, or mif- 
chisvpus in its Confequences^ than when Men 
relieve tbemfelves (ot at leaft pre(ehd) to 
difpute about things c^ the greatefl moment^ 
when in truth their DiiSerences are merely zr 
boot Words : when they mean the fame thing* 
Imt expr^0iflg themfelres dif&rent ways^ and 
jDot having the Acutenefs to underftand each 
other, they fall together by the ears« This 
is }ult the fame as if an BnfUfimM (hou'd 
fchaUenge ^Ferfim for not puttmg off bis Hat 
%Q him, interpreting it as an Anront^ when 
at the. ifi^e time the well-meaning P&Jun o- 
mitted nothing to teftify his GviUty which 
}ie had been acquainted with in his own 
Country, Such Difputants, to Men of clearer 
Heads^ are no lefs ridiculous than two blind 
Men wou'd be who Ihou^d flourilh their 
Swords very angrily, as if they wouM cut on/e 
another as fmall as Atoms ^ but were placed 
at iuch a diftance, that they cou^d do one^- 
nother no manner of Hurt. For, like them, 
tbefe Contenders about Words combat with 
nothing but the Imhginations of their Brains, 
fighting with a Scare-Crow of their' qwn In* 
ventioas, not having a true Notion of the 
Q^eition debated, nor wherein the^ agfee 
with or diflfer from their Ad ver&ry i if tbere 
be indeed a Difl^rence, as oftentimes there^s 
none at all. 

In order to prevent, what I can, to great 
and mifcbievQtts an £vU y I (hall, in the firft 

place, 
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place, ifee'^hi) are chargeable with itj in the Chap, i: 
next plUce, confidcr the Teteral Kinds of it j ixVNI 
thqif fhew the Greatnefs of the Evil, then 
Hs .Gaffes, th^n its Symptoms^ and laft: of 
lilt, ^confider what may be proper for iti 
Cdre^- 
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JKntiw of no Sorts hot tiondltions of Mea 
. v^ho are not often guilty of contending 
erely about Words J But, I think, 1 itaay^ 
fafeiy fay it's moft bf all pradisM there, 
where one wouM tesdt expe6: it; Imeana^ 
mODgft the learned Part, of Mankind^ Lear«- 
ning was undoul^tedly delign'd, and does na« 
turally tend to help tbeXJnderftandingi but 
(whatever be the Caufe)it*s certain^ tlmt it 
often happens here, as in Phyfick, that fio 
^ Men are oftner lick, than they who frequently. 
' do&. themfelves with Medicines. Let any 
Man take a view of the feveral Para of 
Learning^ and ftriftly examine their Difputei, 
and he j/\^iU be amaz'd to find fach vaft DtC- 
cord betweien thofb who fo little difagree. 

One wou'd think Theology tdo pure tnJt 
holy to be infedted with foch a noifo^i Dif- 
«afec And yet that Dodrine which fiiou'd 
&eak nothing but Love, Vhity, Peace and 
Concord^ is by many xnade no other oft of 

than 
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Chap. 2.^^^^ to be ai/ Argument for their CoOtWr 
l/VV ^^^^^ i ^^^ ^^^ Words are found put, to di- 
vide Chriftians into Seds and Partys, of 
which St. Paiil complainM Jong ago. It's.to6 
generally known fot me to tell the World, 
what a hot Confroverfy there was heretofore, 
whether we might fay, as the Greeks j there 
are three Hypoftafes in the Deity, or with 
the Latins^ that there is but one. The Latins 
by the Word Hypojftafps^ underllood what we 
mean by Subfiance' or Eflence j and therefore 
rather chofe to fay, there were three Perfons, 
th&tt -thre? ■ gXPP??^^? i^ ^he Deity. The 
Greeks^ off the Other hgnd, reckoned it into-^ 
lerable to fay, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit had but one Hypoftafis i judging fuch 
an Aff^tion.wou'd too jnuch favour ^. the |I%» 
refy of.Sl^eBi^^*. -Well,, what was to Bedo4| 
in th\s K|at-ter? ' WJiy, ;.tri^y nothing ^wou'Zt 
, fcrve th^p *Turri, bpt^.^' Syapd muft pd cori-t 
ven'd" totcoinpofe tfiifj IJfifl^reace : ' Acc^ordlhg- 
ly the B£(h6ps were ^(tl'dVtpgether from all 
Quarters v froni haly^ ^Syp^^ ArabU^ aj^cl 
X^|p/4 i wnQ^after tfeey had beard bath jlides 
clearly, perceivM thait .the whole Cpntrpver* 
fy, managed with To much UncharitafelenejS;* 
was a niere Logomachy, a Contentipu about 
Words. Npr have- pther Dbftprs of t^c 
Church been lefs faulty : , Some of 'cmi treating 
of the.pp^riae of the !f rinity, ufe the 'words 
Caufe and £ffkl^ :' PthVrs Vejeft them as ,dan-^ 
gerous :/Some talk of Qr^-^r between tbpPer^' 
tons of the Sacred Trinity; others cah^t bear 
to hear Jit: The i^/w make it the Proper ty- 
of the, !^on to be the^ma^e. of thp Fatber ; 
the-<?r^iej|^^think it comnion to him with' the 
Holy Spirit: Bafil yrpa't Jbaye the . Sen call'd 
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the Offspring of the Father; others have Chap- 2.' 
thought it a matter indijerent. That famous W>l 
Controverfy, which ihade fuch a Diftradioii ' ^' 
betwixt the Gr^ek and Latin Churches con- 
cerning the Proceflion of the Holy Spiritt 
whether 'twas from the Father and the Son, 
lor from the Father by the Son, w^s, in the 
Opinion of many, moftly about Words. And 
if we may believe a modern Philofopher, the 
Difference betweeii Nefiorius and the Ortho- 
ddix was mdch of the lame Nature, and 
he was unjuftly coqderan'd by the Council at 
Ipfcf/i/j.- but, hoAv^ver that was, I believe 
we may not fcruple to affirm, that fomc 
heretofore (and perhaps others at this Day in 
the Greek Church) have with Neftorius unwa* 
rily deny'd the Virgin Mary to w the Mother 
of God, who tnean the fame thing with us, 
and do not W\t\\ Neftorius divide one Chrift 
into two Chrifts. In the Time ti. Charles 
the Great, there; was a mighty Stir ba this 
Occafion: Felix^ a Sfanijh Bifhop, taught that 
Chrift, according to his Human Nature, was 
not the Son. of God proferljij but only by 
Adoption: An Aflertion in fenfe hot much 
unlike that of a Queftion afterWards debated 
by the Schoolmen, whether Chrift, according 
to his Human Nature, was the'5ervant of 
God', as' alfo to that which at^ this time 
troubles fome, viz.. Whether Jefus Chrift, a$ 
Mediator, Ought to be worfhip'd.' The 
'Queftion, as I faid, being then, Whitliet 
Chrift, confider'd in his Human Nature, was 
the proper or adopted Son of God.* 

Felix thought him the Son of Gbdonly by 
Adoption j of which Opijoion alfO was £//- 
fandvs of Toledo^ who was So fierce for it, that 
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itBilp.f.hc cafi^l tboft who were of another Miad« 
OV^ the Servants, t)ifciples, arid Fore-furiners o^ 
Antl-Chrift v and treated them as Herietickt 
it to tie roofed outf from off the Face of tim 
'fearffi : But Popfc Adrian^ thinkine this No* 
tiori borderM upon the Herefy 6i Nefiarius^ 
of two Perlbns in Chriffi. condemned it a$ 
Heretical in three Councils ^^ in one of which 
the l&mperor Os^Us was faid to be prefentr 
And yet Cetfr^^e Calixtus has fully prov'd tJl<r 
vrhok Controverfy a mere Logomachy. 

They who know any thing of the School^ 
jbaen, need not to be informM what Contca- 
tions about Words there ^e in the numerous 
Cohtroverfy^ between the Uomind$ and ReMs^ 
the Thomips and Stotifis ; how merely for 
ipifputation fake, they have obfcurM Theo* 
logy with dark barbarous Words arid Phra* 
Jesi and dilputed about 'em, rather thai 
want Matter of Cpritentiori. Is it not a very 
pretty Enquiry, Whether the Sacirariiedts b^ 
in any Predicament ? Whether B'aptlfm per- 
]fbrm*d in the Name of the Father, So^ and 
Holy Spirit, be valid ? Whethet.an Afs caa 
(drink Baptifm ? 1 cou'd give other iQltatnces^ 
but am alhamU to mention 'em,^ I wifli 
Theology were at this Diy free fr6m'fuc6 
Stuff, onvhich wife aid pious Me^ have\ofte9 
and do lull complain to little piirpole. The 
i^peror Jufiiniany fays ^Jah. ClaubergSuf^ ia 
his Inftltutions. did u& the Service, 'and bimi» 
felf the Honour, by abro'gating the fcrupulouf 
Obfervatioris of ftarcht, fiibtil Forrtis and 
Nicetys^ to reduce the Study and Pra&iceof 
the Law to its native Simplicity and Plaia- 
nefs. It wou'd be happy for. the diriH^aa 
World, cou^d it find a Ma& who wou'd d^ 

fo 
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fi> mw^ liQ hvbnt of Theology } who re-C3iap.2* 
foSdn^ Itti^us Intricaqrst needlel^ Cario^u^VNI 
ilty% 4ild vain Kice^s> whkh the School* 
PhaoTophy has introducd into oar Theotoey^ 
woaM rein&SLtt it in itn antient Majeftick 
Purity. I^ what Hm^Ahk^ Oightly attetep- 
tedy under erery ifead of Divinity Verbal 
Controyerfy$ were {enarated from R^al) and^ 
in every Controveriy) what did not really 
concern the Qpeftion in Debate^ was diftin:* 
guiih^ from what did: a mttltitmie of Diipop \ 
tatiius woo^d be for ever ^encM. Bat ttds 
is nttfaer to be wilh^d than expeded ki our ^ 
Day &: as itf s £ifrr to lament the Faults of oar 
Age than to reprove ^em. 

As for tt)e Lawyers, I hare little to fkf 
to 'em ; they are Gentlemen I don't care 
to be modi concern'd with : but when I fie 
Bo<d^s written on the Qpeftion, Whether 
Brutes are fobjeft to Law, orcarableof do- 
ing Right and Wrongs I fafped themaUb 
fometimes guilty of contending about Words. 
Itor, let 'em but explain what they mean by 
the word Lai»^ and the Inquiry will foon be 
at anend;^ Befides^ how apt are they ; to be 
angry, if any anac^uaidted with Law-Terms 
don^t catt every thmg by the iame Mame as 
they do, tho they mean the fame thing? 
And, Icajft but mention, what I have often . 
obierv'd of thofe who endeavour to explain 
the Law of Kature, that they.frcquently con- 
tend merely about Words, when they en- 
quire, Whether any thin^ be of Natural 
Right? One tells you, for inftance, that the 
Eighth Commandment is not part of the 
Law of Nature : Another immediately is 
griev^ttCly fetadaUz'd at foch an A06rtion, 

C and 
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Chap-2.aiid<libt without feafbfl, if bot9iiibeii!fe?thc 
*t>WJ faiise thing. But if by i the Law of Nature 
lit) morebe meafit than that Original Natural 
rRigbt iefulting ftpm that State in* Which 
Mankind was nqppos'dito be, arMeced^nt to 
any Oonipaa, and Ibcfere the Divifipu of 
Things J the difference ?r6uMfoon»viftifliv' 

Ttfe Phy ficianfey one: wou'd .• thinks- of all 

Men- Ibou'd havelittlecPtcafionof toMwding 

-about Words j fiiideithe:SubjeQ> of their Dif* 

guifitiofas are things v^hich^ ^tome iiilder the 

N6ticd-of tbe Seiifes.^ And ybfc^rm^ afraid, 

' 'they will hardly be ablfe- to ddanthensfelves 

irom the Charge, that they oftekitlthesdifpute 

more of the Naine of a, Difeafe^nhaoiDi its 

'C^atufe^. and of the Method of its^Eurei - May 

tt*oy not be fufpcded to quarrel about? Words?, 

whdynibtwithftandin^' their diffctcnt Hypo^- 

ithdfes ih Phyfick^ ih like Cafes prefcribe- inuch 

-tie fame Medicine ?f iAnd wheii they difpute 

vi«hethectheCaufe:of Difcafes be m XM Hur 

riioars^or the Vefffibb,. when undoubtedly it is 

ihbothi in the Fluids Jrpmediatdiy'i and then 

L in the Vcffels by theic means: Dbn^t they 

' fecm to differ foinetimea about the Caufc of a 

r Diflttmpcr; for hojother reafon than ftbat one 

pcnqub:€s after the uextCaufe of it,; and the 

• otfotr after that wbichjs principalsornior.c re- 

• mote;?' What oceaiiontbeChyniiffis^with their 
;.alinoft: new Language^ have given for thefe 
- verbal Contentions^ let the skilful in Phyfick 

• .deteriiiine. I procecdto the Philofopbers. 

' Philofopby has been pefter'd witb D/iputes 

abput Words, qver fince it began to be.divi- 

DeNat. dediisntoSeds. :C/4«^a.meptions.a.Bj>Qk writ- 

Deor. /.i.'teu by Antiochus an:4Academick, to ptove that 

the Stoicks and Peripateticks ajgreed in the 

things 
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things thcy/held,' buV' Afffeftl in the Mailtter:^ap. 2: ♦ 
of exj^imag thenaifc^vfesi Tkt ' Contrtyerfy" >VN> 
betwdiii'ilh^j^tlrip^te'tk ks aiid Stoicks is well" 
knoWri-'y'< Mthtr afiy ' thml ■iefidts rtrtt^W 
Heafth;,"ltMips, or '^iwytti^ ) ^ w^y; he ]6alPd 
Good} 'iilS^'lHether d/fy'^t^ P^eeCis" 

Pain'6r'l*bV<Jrty) 'be rtW drEhjiU "The'Pc- * 
ripiteta ^fiirV<i it 'V the:St6icks defefd ft :'* 
and' af'C8ifti'6veiflV of Ifnportaiicfe,' ybtf^may" 
be Ti!iri^'''tS^V'th'6ugHi it! B^t what, tlid'^,^*^ > 
/»*/«' ^^^tnoUmx or'Ric^es to Virtue?' Far;^ 
from 'it':^:ije' erapts that' Virtue is' the chiif 1 
Good, ,kttdi Mali cah''eiijbyi' and; tW. attf 
ottietgow things, howetervalaableV'>r^ flot 
to hi (Jdln^ar'd with iti^' <dn ^ttic .othefc hand, ' 
do the StoitkS' abfoktelfy r^i& and . rehouhtc ' 
Riche;^' [&c: .%hich , thejt ' Wt)i^t attbw 'to ;be = 
gciod raitfgsr"? ' 'No fwch itt^ttct : f ho they aVe • 
not ^ood "t'^'flgSj, yd:. they arie preferably t<> 
their ebtftrarys. 'WeB^.ire theft ContraM,' 



uicy arc noi : L.Kcerv,'ipccmnKs, cxpoiesincie- 
Meb'V^ryih'ahdJbmly?' ''*^Th"6 Stoicks,- fiy^Turc a,' 
. * fi4'''<*lP«*Wfe''froiH-thdf 'Sophifmsi that 
« Paih"M6' Evilvls if the Drfputfe wefe 
*' not''6f t^ite. Natut'e of the thing, bat y^4t^ 
" Nam? t6 -givie it. Priy Matter Zenoi fiys 
" hei Hdw tanthat which is terriblej dread- • 
** fitf,>andxdlatnitoas to nje, be -no Evil? 
** Why, lay yOn, nothing is evil, but what 
" is tfilhpricft and vidons. But, I fay, yea 
" trifle, and anfwer nothing to my Queftion: 
" 1 kttow as well you that Pain is not Wic- 
" kedhefs ; therefore don't equivocate, bat 
^ anfwer me direaiy. Whether it be not for 
C 2 ti my 
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10 ^A "Bjcourf^jof Logmachyh 

Q»p.2.^ my benefit to be out of torment? Not at 
i>vSi>** all, fcy you: for nothing but Virtue caa 
** make a ManhaiijEyt >Vhy then muft we 
«* guajrd againft Paia ? Becau% ' lay you, it^s 
' ^ unpieafant, aga^ift itoture, jeriqvoiis, 4ind 
^^ hard.t^ be bofn* {/Agreed! Th^ v^rt (amd 
**. tiling whkh i l^y vB^^ only dif&rence is^ 
**. wh^t 1 call by qap n^e, . EvUj yov)[ detcribe . 
•* by. half a fcore-^Jtt'another place h? i«i4' 
ttodncts Pifi laughing at the Stoicks for de-- 
nying Riches to l)e good things, but filing 
theni Preferables ^ when the word frejffrable 
has ibur Syllables^ in it, and G^oJl but one. 
Tiiat ControVerfy.tbo of the Stmcks, Whe- 
ther all$ihs be eqii^ is a mere Xx)gomachy. 
Ibr all that the Stoidis mean by it iu reaUty9 
i% that a fmall Ofience 
fb &r, depart from du 
t^ufnefs and JuIUc^, /is 
which no man in, bis vi 
nVM. The fame may b 
ly qionftrous Opfnio]i!( 

could not digett,JE>. L^ _^.,^_^^ 

Vices were animajbedi ; for by ammatcd^Xiiey 
^woce very &r firon^ underftandingwhat we do 
by the word So m t^iat (iueflioh^> W!betlkr 
Spu|id be a Body ? how plain is t;he Logoma- 
chy! For, what wpaqer was it that the 
Stocks fliouM affirm ity^hp 4efinM Sound, jiir 
fup into Motion? or that others frouM deny 
It, wl^o with Platp thought it morp proper to. 
define it, T^jt Motion of the Air i 

Another famous Controvferjfy was. Whe- 
ther a Wife Man wa^ free from Paifions,. or 
did only wifely moderate *en/? 'Arifiiitle was 
for the latter ^ Zenp held the former Opinion, 
for no other reafon but becaufe the word 

tajfum 
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PiSttiU fbmetimes taken for Excefs of An«Chap.a; 
gcr, to wMch Moderadoa b a Contradiaion. v-^V\# 
JMoch to tl»s parpofe A. GeKut teQs as a plea- 
lant Story 6f P/K^-rffe .• Plut^ch^ it feem«, 
had a Servant, of a fetf-wfflVl, pervcrfeTcm- 
por, tat a Preteoder to fome Acquaintance 
with Books and Philofoplikaa Difpotations ) 
whom, IbrlbmeOfieBO^ kis Mafter had one 
day ordered to be well wh^'d. As loon as 
the Fcfiow1)eg9n to^edthefmart, he com- 
plained nioft heavily, j&ying he had done no* 
t^ing to deftrve Ttich Treatment : bat when he 
law that tltts and his Oatcrys brought him 
little reii^ he betodk himfelf to another 
coiurfe, and foberly diTpoted the Point with 
his Maffcer *, telling him, it did not become 
him, a Fhilolbpher, Who had written a vei^ 
«>od Book againft Anger, to eaafe 1dm, his 
VetlowXreatQre, to l^lRr ioch crael Bfleds 
of it. To whom Ph^mxh anfwtr*d very 
gravely and calmly, **• You think me angry 
** becnde I order yoa to be thus correfted: 
** batyoaare miftuen. Can yoa &y that I 
** diaqge Coloar or Gnmtenance ? Do mine 
** £ye8 rpaiikle, or do I foam at the mouth ? 
** Do I fcold, or brawl, or fay any thing nn- 
«* becoming? Thefe, whether you know it 
•* or no, are the Signs of Anger.** And then 
torningtb the Man^that whipM him, "- Pray, 
*« fays he, whilft this Fellow and I difpnte, 
** do you mind your buGnefi, and folk>w 
•• yonr blows." *Twas not his Opinion, it 
ftems, that a Phllofofto was without jnfl: 
Refentments, but that he flioaM not let his 
J^alHons get above the Diredton of hisReafbn. 
This &me JHmarch, A. Gtttitu tells us fome- 
where, in impeaching Efitwrm ftrain'd his 
C 3 words 
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• Chdp.2 ."VBferds a peg toO( higlv;f.lC/cirra: : p^l^s ?;tte^ 

-feFjdfiiTOPC in \Wg»dK than iSsirfciifrpJlivthe 
De Fin. <JOtber Siects of, ^PihUoJfephen : k^^ ItrftHPaly a 
Bon. & •^h>par»iwhr;S^P[fti&/Wprdsb^%^^ fQOi, 

Mai. ^•4*/i^ifvfWcbiyo\i hiff^tgilftein'dii^^ other 

;^iiPia>.plej tkajt jjiftk^f jypa Kisg?^ fimperors, 

^ ci' Wife Men;, (^itf*^/ 9pA all theitfftriof a thfe 

-f?;LW(^tld/MadgiEpv,-iPP^^^ .;.aii4;tfl3iiftrable 

•^^, Sl^y;^!^^.' ; iTheir; Faradoxes,. ; hfi fty$,- . differ 

.?b*t:ia the mmr^v/pf Exprc^^/:,^^m the 

iiTtnets <>f otjiye^ . jf^ilftfojihers j jagd lit laft 

;C:0.nclud^s tlm^ qf; '^w :• ^*' The •g.t?)iQk^y' fays 

ri*5i ,bei. hold the d^^j^p^'jErh^ngs .wrthj:..t;be Pppipa- 

^Sftetjcfesj butane a^pre/uperJtitipUUs/tena- 

^ V-- /cipus^ of . thq , iWord^ . by >vhk;n ; tb?y . b^vsc 

v^i* h^qof uSk'd to .c^B^iQft '^cmfelve? ;[(Which be- 

. W ;caufe tJiqy.ca^^t']]^?! ,prevaii'd:wji^ 

,*^. .thfiy,app€ar',wpft]^fli'4v Wft^^^ ^nd .uhgea- 

. ^^ t^l both :iq thefr Writings jan4 th^fe Con- 

if^.J^X^^^oti^: 'J^nAx qf. the:Aca|dcteikks;aBd 

/"cad. i FSKiiP4.totipk.s h? jays ifi:^qpther plao^-t >J . That 

Qua5ft./.i,.^t;,th,€y5 agr^fd k Tilings^ but; differed in 

"^^.Wftt-d^'i andf.ftre in/reaiityf !but»one Seft 

,rff; cail'4 by twoTidi/l^renft Nanie^.";r ' [.:: 

n\ ,W^ati,ifeas pr.ipilofophera, iWOu?d.'one 

iitbiak, /differed. HV>rf than ,th€ Epicureans and 

^^St-Ofcfcs in their ^otiqnjs concerning the Chief 

*'fi9!Wi;.? iWou'cl/iOne imagine, thatfijch a Man 

^pf rie|Cjire (fuch aiBeaft fome wou'd fay) as 

-jJEfti(;j;irAs^{tiQn^dafkYJw^ with the nKJ- 

fjr.olej^.rigijd, and fevpte Stoick ? j\nd yet 

■^jfhoffi^ is,,, no frazil. Jiarmony in their Senti- 

L.^. de.r^^^*i5- \La&a^tiMs. fyySyTh^t Epicurus ^hiM 

faifa Sa-^thjCfiiglieftGopd irj^the j^leafure of the Miirf, 

. picntia. /Jr^fiippufia fb^? 0^ the :Bpdy i in^ithg^PUto 

if.:, v/ ^ ^ . i ^ ^ hel4 
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' JDlfcourfe of liogomachys. 1 3 

held'tfdc Pleafure tbbetheEffcftof PrudenceChap.iJ 
only. .'And; j^^^^ tells i\s, in hisw^rN^ 

Upiitl^ to Mehoicem^^^ hfe. is quoted' for it 

hjCicerOj £• i. detin^ Th^t w^ canh 'live tt 
fleafdnt hiik') if "we b'effaveiiot our fehet wifely 
and virtuoujly j nor wifely and virtuoujlyy if we 
did mlii/epleafantly.' Whence it's very plairt^ 
'that'Epiqiirus^ meant no more by Pleafure, than 
that Tranquillity of Mind \yhich refults from 
a fincere and hearty Love of Virtue : befides 
which, if a Man be blefs'd with a found heal- 
thy Body, which is fo genet aHy the Effeft of a 
temperate Life, wbpre is the Harm of all 
this ? AjBd what can it be but Prejudice or 
Ml&nderftanding, that has made People fo 
fevere upon him ? " My Opinion of Epicu^ 
** rusy fays Seneca (and I hope we may hear- 
ken to a Stoick in this Cafe) *^ is^ that his 
•* Precepts are faultlefs and honeft ; ; nay, if 
•* duly confiderM, rigid and leverel The 
*' Pleafure he talks of, is by no means that 
** irapiideiit Licence which fome are plcas'd 
*^ to indulge to themfelves, but fuch. as 
^* is accountable to and juftifiable by Rea- 
" fon i being defign'd'for the Refr^ment 
** and Support of Nature, not to fatisfy the 
*' Cravings of Luxury* So that to l\)Cak the 
•* truth, ill Men wou'd feign get a reputable 
** Patron for their Uncleannefs and Beftia- 
" lity^" and purfte the Pleafures without fear 
*' or controul, not which he teaches a-nd ad*^ 
** vifes ns to. but whjch their own brutifli 
^^ Appetite? have didated to 'em : and in the 
J^ mean time wou'd have us believe that they 
*' ad conformably to his Precepts. So that 
^* I muft confefs, I can't with the Multitude 
*^ jiccufe Epicurus as the J*atron of a vicious 
^ • C4 "Lifei 
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24 ^ Di/courfe ^ LojgumMhysl 

Chap.2»** Life^ but that he is ill fpokcn of tinddcr* 
t/VV^<* vedly.*' Befides^ methinks 'tis a moft un* 
reafonableSappoCtioD, that the Fhilofopliers 
ihouM fo valtly difier^ as that l^icwrus Ihou'd 
reckon Pkafure the chief Good ; Arifi^le a 
deiirable Good^ but not the chief Good: 
Ztno ihou'd thiak it a thing ihdifierent, nei« 
ther Good nor Evil : That SPiufifpis and Cri^ 
tdaus ibou'd reckon it an Evil j mi^jintifihenes 
the greateft Evil : If they were aU agreed in 
the meaning of the words Ple^ttre^ Goad and 
Evil^ & that there were no Ambiguity in 
them. 

If we may credit AtifiotUj what a valt dif-- 
^ence was there between his Notions and 
thofe of Plato ; and yet Boetinsy the great 
Reftorer of the Peripatetick Philolbphy a^ 
mong tlie Ldtins^ proves there was a grea** 
ter Harmony between 'em, than is gene- 
rally believ'd. And without difj^ute, Arifiotl$ 
won'd not have been found to differ £0 much 
from other Phiiofoi>hers, if he bad £iirly 
given lis their Meaning, and had not burnt 
their \^ritings (as Koto alfo won'd have donq 
thole of DemocritMs^ had he not been diC- 
iiiaded from it by Amklas and CUnias) and 
thereby reader'd it impdffible for us to know 
any thing of their Opinions but by his Mif^ 
reprefentations^ See flm. in Trff. ad Ftfp 
John Picvs Mirandula Of* torn- i. f* 83« for 
other Examples of Philofqphers contending 
about Words ^ where alfo it's confidently a& 
Jirm'd oiArifiotU and Plato^ that there was 
no Queftion m Matifral or Moral Philpfophy 
concerning which they were not agreed, tho 
I they differed in the Way ^Qd Manner of ex« 

preifing themfelv^s. 
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ADtfcmrfi rf tog<muKhyi. ^5 

To fearch among the School-PbiloR>phersCaMp«a^ 
for Contentions aboat Words, wooM oe aU ^>^V\I 
one as to make Bnoniry for Water in t^ 
midft of the Sea. tney very raf«iy difottCe 
aboot any thing bat WordSi and therefore 
afied to talk k general Termsi and never 
de£cend to partioilairs, things intdligibley and 
worth oar knowing. Is it not a Q^eftion oE 
^eat moment. Whether Kotaral Philoibphy 
be a Science or an Art ? or. Whether there 
he any foch fiiiapUne? or, Whicb of the£b 
two Onions ougjbt to be firit prc^sM ? 
Whether Phyli<:ks be fabordinate to Meta*- 
jby&dks ? and^ Whether Phyfi^cks wou'd 
notbedifcredi|:ed by fach a Subordination ? 
What is the proper, adecraate, and formal Ob* 
fedof Phyficks? Whether it can be defin'd? 
In what I^edjqament it is? And whether it 
he in anv ? Whether Body, as na$waL be 
the Objed of its Specnlatton? And it fo, 
whether the word AshertdufUcative or Jfed-- 
ficMivef There are abimdance of fuch other 
QSieftions not worth deter mking, whidi are 
as foon reiblvM as uderftood. 

The Metapbyficks of the Schoolmen con* 
fijk of little elfe than Contentions about 
Words. Did but tte Metaphyficians under- 
ihmd one another's barbarous Jargon, the 
createft part of tbdr Difputes wou'd fopn be 
filenc'd^ T9 give an inftanceor two: How 
itrangely were they divided about that QuefV 
tioQ, whether Univerfals didexiil; a parte Rei? 
The Reals, as they cail'd 'em, . affirm'd it ; 
tlie ^omioals deny'd it: and to fighting they 
go, from Words to Blows ^ for fair Difputiog 
.wou'd not ferve their turn, (jMchim Cami* 
rariMi \a the Lif(^ of Metanithon teUs us, 'twas 

fo 



Digitized 



by Google 



i6 M^'Bifcourfi of Lopmdthys. 

tjiaW^J^.fo' itfij^^ and Vetfth.e Ccrutrovet-1^ Was 

'OvS^riO mWc-ttoih a Strife aboiit Words, if fovL 
had,aik'd'thofe who'held^the AffiriiiatiYC of 
the Qscftittri, whether there was hv nit are 
any'Subftance which was neither Spirit ixor 
Bod^, , nor this, nor that, nor any Othfef- kind 
of S^wftincev but fimplySubftancfe, as-ibtirc- 
tinies we apprehend' ^Subftance, having^ ^oiir 
Thoughts abftr^taed frofri' any particiilkr Spe- 
cies 'of it? . No 'man- in -the Wprldv Fur^ 
who utfderftood your Words, but wbu'd dif- 
own fo abfcrrd an Opinion. And yet :lfhi$^ h 
all which the Nominals <ieny. On the; other 
hand, no Nominal wiU' deny but that- That 
which he canceives when' he thinks -t^fSubf- 
ftance, is truly in this, that, and thtf -otlbei- 
Stibftance which has a real Exiftencd. '/And 
this is all th^it the Reals contended for.- ' ; * 
Many pifputations have been written con- 
cerning a Suffofitum: One Qjieftion, not yet 
decided, is. Whether the Soul feparated from 
the Body after Death be a Suffofitvm? Nt>, 
•fays one, for it's not a fifigle fompleat Sub- > 
ftance. What, is it not a compleat Spul ? 
Yes, but it's not a compleat Man, till its Re- 
union with the Body. Well, all this I grant. 
Wherein then do we differ ? Why only in the 
Meaning of the word Sapfojitum : You allow- 
that only to befnch, wMcn is aduatty united 
with all the other Parts which Nature 'has 
; defign'd for its Companions:' I give any iin- 
gle Subftance that name, tho it be not i© 
aftual Union with the 'Parts defign'd for its 
higher Perfeij^ioni And is it wortn our jpvhiie 
to quarrel aoout the different Acceptation 'of 
a Word ? I cou'd eafily denlonftrate that the 
greateft part of Metaphyfical Difputations x 

4r? 
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arc UkjBthefe I have mentionM : as tiiofe about Chapii. 
the Queftioas, Whether every Being be Onc,^ 
Troe, Goodj and Perfed ? WhatisthePrin- 
/cipk of Individuation? Whether Relations 
Jhaveany realExiftencei? &€. . Their /Difpu- 
rt^ioijs 'in PhyficHs are nothing ibctter. As 
. "ijrhejl they difpute whether there -be any Mo- 
tion; towards being a Subftance ? Whether 
Gcsnerjition be Motion? and, Whether it be 
iaS^ntaneous or fucceffive ? (which is only 
to; contend whether the Alterations antcce- 
.defftt to the Matter's receiving the compleat 
.Form, may be call'd a Part of Generation, 
or no) fo, whether the Form of the Ele- 
ments remain in mixt Bodies? &c- Their 
.verbal.DiftiijaiQnsiaLogickfeem to be con- 
triv'd. purpofely to. amufe People, and to fup- 
ply matter for everjafting Contention. 

The modern Philofophers, particularly!)^^ 
Cartes and his Followers, endeavour to fpeak as 
intelligibly as the Geometricians, and confe- 
quently have not fo many Contentions about 
Words as the Antients and Schoolmen : and 
yet t\iQ Cartefian Philpfophy has given occa- 
fipp to fome Difputes which are no better. 
For iaftance, Des Cartes fays the Soul is no- 
thing but Thought : Others thinking the In* 
ference of tWs to b?, that the Soul is an Ac- 
cident of, and that will perifli with the Body^, 
exclaim againft this poftrine as ioconfiftent 
with that of the Immortality of the Soul. 
Whereas Des Cartes by Thougl?tjaiczXi% indee4 
a thinking Subftance j which he calls Thought, 
ieftany fhou'd imagine the Mind a Subftance, 
•ft;oni which its thinking Faculty was a dif- 
lind Thing, or a feparable Mode : when for 
pu^t we know, its very Efleace may eonfift 
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*8 Af>ifc(mrfi of Ij>g6^ 

Chap.2. in aftaal Thought ; it being certain^ that wIlMi 
^^^^V>J we feparatc the Idea of Thinkii^ from 1*at 
of the Soal) we hate remaining in our Mlftds 
only a generai confas'd Idea of Su^a^e 'km- 
jfjyrr^y TQch as we don't know to be in aa« 
tore. Again, Des Cartts perfiiades ns^ as a 
Preliminary to our Search after Tnitii, t«> 
doubt of every thing. This People ran oat 
againft as Scepticifm, Atheilifi, and I know 
not wliat: when he meahs ao more, l^aa 
that we ought to give Afibftt to nothing, btit 
what we i%e fupported with IfiiffidentReftibii. 
Aod the b^ way to know this, is to fulapQ^, 
not believe, every Propofition felfe, that we 
nay with the greater Attention and. Accoh^V 
<oiriider its Evidence^ and may be aUe' CO 
' ^ve a more confirmM, rational, ceitam and 

impartial AflTent to its Truth, whenwe^ havtp 
ften and conlider'd the Reafons ^ lb doing. 
Once* more 5 25«C4r^w lays. Spirits are in 
ito ftace and m where: Prefentily tome are an* 
der terrible Apprehenfions, left he abfalutely 
deny the Being of Spirits, and think of no- 
thing but Saddudfm and Atheifm : Others 
think it an unavoidaWe Cpnfequence of this 
Opinion, that Spirits (and fo x)ur Soul) can 
have no relation to our Body. But even here, 
there is no fuch Herefy as they imagine : fyr 
Des Cartes fuppofes thofe things only to be in 
iPlace^ which have the fame relation to Place 
^s Bodys have, which fill up fome Space, 
and one of which toudhes another: and finee 



* * Whether our Author bat given Hi a jufi Account ji and 
ftfUcmt V'mdktttbn of Des Cartes'/ Sstkns in fhkakd the 
ether mentien^Hnllances^ I leave the Reader ta determine n 

Spirits 
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A ISfcourfe «/ Lagomad^yi^ i^ 

Spirits can't be feid to dp fo, he denies th^m Chap.i* 
to be in a place fr^^^/y i or, which i^ the u/VN* 
lame thing, wys they are no where. Hefaid, 
Cod U Her 9 in our p4rt of the WorlJi onlyi by his 
Oper^ions , but meant not^ with Forjfius^ that 
the Divine Eflencc is confinM to Heaven, or 
any ^tiiev pUce: for he acknowledges his 
\/p^ilH by which he ai^? or operates, to be, 
his very Effence i and only denies that cbrpo* 
r^l Exteafion which Forfiius afcribes to him. 

Sod's being anj where 
nation, or that he now. 
eyond, or Out of the 
ling lefs than denying 
tend only, that in the 
J being no body with 
uMbe prefent, hecou^d 
> beinanyplacel 
)t ^rrorlie Ui tneUli- 
1-, when all a^ree that 
fiojj or Perception there 
:>>nfufion, but that Er-f 
rdr properly fo ^M can be iii the Tudgment 
only : So that tne whole Cbiitroveny lies in 
this, whether the Judgment properly belongs 
to the Underftanding or tne Will ? as if 
they were different diftinft things, when in- 
deed they are really and intnnfecally the 
lame* 

Jie who denies Fire to be hot, means no 
more than that there is no Quality in Fire it 
felf, like the Senfation it produces in us. 
And he who fays there is no Senfe except in 
the Brain, denies nojt but the Caufe of it may 
be in any other Mefnber. 

But it's impoffible for one Man (they are fo 

numerous) to reckon up all the Controvcrfys 

4- of 
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Gbap. 2- of thij-kin^# Mathematlcks it fell, ri6Jtwitli-\ 
va/W; ftaindingjall its care to avoid Ainbigiiity^, i$-[ 
not free jfrom/em. Cou*4 C/^-ww^^^ 
rm haVi5 4ifpvted as they, did i^bout a 
what it was, had they knov^ri, or beei ; 

to kiiow,: one another's rneaning? , H< 
f/ cavil againft the 
bematiqians^ not c 
mly nomlnalj which 
Definer pleafes ? E 
IS, whether a Pbii 
or JJ$lty, be a Nmiah/h^ * ^ 
he Mathematicians 3t6'la\)igh / 
prefs th^infelves in other'V 
they are u^'d to, tliti Jptt"-; 
;ether sr? ' ; / i .'^', 

this t mth thk T^e-^; 

6 tak arc tS> avoid 

\y can themf^lvesbf , 

e thi] lofe who lire 

fo far frpin endeavouring to prevent *em' In 
thcmfelves or Others, that they do what thiiy 
can to -projcnote and increafe *em ? • ; ^- 

' •- ' '•:•. • ; " f . : ^ .•' ,' if/r 
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;,.Y '^^ ^^^ ^^ ^•' ■"'•;■:,- ^;/: 

how' apt Learned* Men afe tO, mak^ i 
griiit lioife abiut riOtH^ng- l' n6w |irbdecfd tcf 
fheWtJk^reyeMWniK of Contfby^ about 
Word*' itow, fome^ftties' tbcre*S/Ho .,real 
Biffereiice at all^befcWeeii the Aht^^naH^, ii 
otfiet* times there's-a fJnall DiFereAeef, JhA nbilJ 
fo tniich as- is-pretebded. Sometimcf^; (tho 
.notfobften) 6tle'<rif^ l&bthof the C:6Wl{)atant$ 
qtiite^^Mftake theQtriftion: biit;.nf^off timesj^ 
itt'theheitaAii tohfaffon of ijif^'fat|i|pfn, they 
in :irii'Ay^ particulars- depart frotrt it;; - Tp ^ive 
an- l^fta'nce j Iti . the ■ Gontroveriy ' dbtxccr ning 
thc^ Morality of- ;the Sabbath-D^y,^ fbihe think 
Ihfetfedicatirigthe fgveath paft^of ^cinr Time 
totifdy to the immwiate Service of 'God, is 
OBfrfiikiifpetofible^idty^ by virtue of tMe fourth 
p^ltttAiandmehtgivierito^the Jews: others rec- 
to© it only a -prtidiEjirfial Inftitutipn of the 
Chorcl}. Nowlieri hi Iconfefs, fotae dif- 
fwence-v but thea they run into ftrdnge Con- 
ittGon and Inc6nfifte?ncys about the words tof 
fwral 0W/g"«ir/W3 ibirittimes taking it in one 
fen&t then in another, anon in a third': and 
as foon as ever the -dtift h r ais'd; frxijm dit 
5)uting they fell to ^qufllrrelUng and- mifrepre- 
fentihg one another 5 as if one Party held eve- 
ry tittle of tbeiourth Commandmfedt^ and 
other Precepts rdaiting^to the Jewilh Sabbath, 

to 
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Chap« 3r to be 6f perpetnal Obligation to us Cbriftians \ 
"' """*" *and as. if tne other Party were going aboot 
to abolifh the publick Worlhip of God. 

And yet thefeMea are agreed, that every 
thing commanded and fod)iaden in the fourth 
ComntAhdmen|;.i& not ot pqrpetual Obiiga* 
tion i. as^ e^^. keeping hdjy the ftventh Day^ 
reckoning from the firltDay of the Creation: 
nqr s» total Abftincnce fiogi aQ forta of (^ 
bour bo|:bby Man and Beafis} and otiier thki^ 
of » my9i(;al iignificatioa^ On tlie otb<^ 
band, they, agree tbat 'tis oot Daty ix^ wor^ 
H^ip, not onHy priyatel^^ but at &t times in 
puuick Allemhjlys, whicb ought to he fre» 
qpent and fall, and celebrat^ with ReTereoce, 
Attention, and Zeal: That fiqc« the Qriff- 
tian Church co0&crates the Return of every 
&Tenth Bay to the immediate Senrice <^ 
God, as the Jews did^ we ougjht to fet afi^c 
all worldly Bufineis on that Dtky,. williQdy 
and chear^iUy to attend. on God's Worflup; 
make a due I^|paratioa for it at home, and 
avoid eyery th^ng likely to ^vkx% us from it : 
Thatft^r.9 capable Perfi>a^ aegled: tihis, i^ 
^ot only aCcummpt oftthie Church, a Di& 
obedience to the OrdWocjcs cf Men« hut a 
diceft and immediate Afnront taGod iiioiiiUf ; 
|t'$. a robbfaig him of tboTe more, fokmn 
A^s of Wprlhi^, of tha Tribute of Praife 
which is due to^ him firom Cbf iftjans^ ev^a at 
more accounts^ than from the jism* 

In all the forementioa'd particub^rs,, both 
far tysagree ; but thefeareconfouaded with 
thoie abQut' w;hicb theiy dii^ee : And beuce 
%rif» that igct of Contending about Words 
which I caU ndxt Itf^m^ehfiy to difttngnifli it 
from^ ^vmifLoffnmdiff^ HWttt theQjyvftioisb 
qfMte miftaken. To 
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To give one Inftance more : Auother Qpgefr Chap, jt 
tion hotly agitated, is^ Whether the Jfaith^V^yXI 
who di«d before oar Saviour, obt^i^M /the 
For^yenefs of their Sins ? This aj; firft. ^g)it 
one woa'd think a ftraqgc Contro^fy : Fw 
will any fay the Faithful are gone to JHellfor 
want of having their Sins forgive?. By no . 
means, fay they. Wdl then, are they: gone 
to continue in Limbo t^ll the Refurredion ? 
This they ridicale. Did they then {lati^fy for 
their Sins^ by beine pnniih'd for 'em in their 
life-time ? No fuu matter. WiUi they &y, 
they went to Purgatory to be cleans- d from 
thofe Sins for which they cou'd obt^ no Re« 
mHBon? No, they went direftly to Heaven, 
theendkfs State of the Blefled. Two of 'em 
had the honour to be tranflated thither alive : 
And all this they obtained, they fay, by Faith 
in JefusChrift, the Mefiias who was torcpme. 

Do they then di&r in this, that Jefus 
Chrilt, the only Sacrifice for Sin, not being 
adnally ofiePd ap, their Sins CQu'd not be 
adually aton'd for, and were therefor^ re- 
membered in the Ceremonys and S$crifices of 
the Jews, and themfeWes ns'd more hardly 
under the Law than Chriftians under the Qof- 
pel, and had not fb dear, Manifeftations of 
the Meffias and his Benefits, as we have ? ^, 
In aD thefe, and other things relating, to the 
Diflference betwixt the Jewi(h and ^rifttan 
Oeconomy, they are abfolutely agreed* In 
what then do they difagree ? Why truly^ I 
ihouM fay this is an Inftance of (what I but 
now callM) a pure Logomachy^ did it not 
ieem infolent to fuppbfe fo many Learned 
Men (as there have been) engagM in it. I 
fiiall therefore rather think there may be fome 
D difference 
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Ghap.3^difiefence between 'em, tho fomiaate, thaij 
c>V^ foch dull Fellows as 1 can't difcern it: 

Another Diftindion of Contentions aboat 
Words, isi this : Some are about one fingle, 
or but a few Words i others about a whole 
Syftem^ or the Manner of explaining an Hy« 
pothefis. The former fort is foon perceiv'd 9 
r.f . in the Queftion, Whether the Will can 
be compel'd, who is (a JDiort-fi^hted, but 
fees that the difficulty is removed if you ex- 
plain the word compePdf If you mean that 
the Will may be forc'd to defire a thing which 
at the £ime time it loaths, it's a Contradic- 
tion in terms ; for a Man can't will, and 
not will the fame thing at the fame tifiie. 
But if bycompelling the WiU, you mean no 
more than that the Will for fear of an ap* 
proachin^ Evil may be contented to allow of 
that, which when at liberty and free from 
danger it wou'd by all means abhor and a- 
void J who is fo ignorant, as not to know 
that the Will is thus compd'd every day ? 
. In fuch Inftances as this, the Ambiguity is 
cafily difcover'd, and confequently the diffi- 
culty more readily remov'd. But when Wri- 
ters differ about the Explication of an Hypo- 
thelis, or Method of a Syfkem, Fallacys are 
not fo foon detedcd. 

An eminent Inftance of this we have in the 
famous Controverfy which divided almoft the 
whole Body of Philofophers infttr^pf into two 
Seds, the Ariftotelians and Ramifis ; and was al- 
moft the only Argument for Dilputation in all 
the noted Univerlitys of France and Gtmumj^ 
It began at P^r&f on this occafion : Tetir Ramus 
had publilh'd two Books, in which he finds fault 
with -^//>a//r's Method of writing in fome par- 
ticulars: 
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ticulars : One of thefe hjc intitles, L9£icat h^Obap.s:. 
fiittitims i the other, jinimadvirfions 9n Arifto* t^T^J 
tie. This was highly refentetf by fpme .q£ 
the TJnwerfity; who, judging it ArifiotiUWi 
Authority was pnce cill'd mqueftion^ their 
own coti'd not beover-feaye,fchofe-/<«rlw«ji 
Ca^ean an eminent Lawyer/ ff^r, their Chain'' f 
pioHj began tP rage and rail, and ftuck at; 
nothing that might ferve to: rundown JEii-.. 
ttitf's Novelty^ (as they callM 'em.) When 
they foand aU thiswoa'd not do, away tliey- 
trmdg puffing and blowing to- Parliament, beg 
'em by all that was good to forbid the readiag: 
of thefe perniaous Books : Alas, HannihA 
was at theGjates, and nothing but Death and . 
Deftruif^ion at hand ! Well, ^ven this was 
not thought a fufficient Remedy. Nothing 
woald ferve, but hi$ mofl; Chriftian Majefty 
Francis \. rauft bejudg in this weighty De- 
bate •, (and; ?ery well worth his wnile yon 
may be fure 'twas) he fubmitted to it, and 
order'd five Perfons to hear the Point debated 
and determined according to the Merits of the 
Caufe. 

Accordingly (/Wf/mchofe Teter^J^anejius 
and Francis Vicomertatenfis for his Seconds j. 
Ramus^s Friends vrevc % -Quimin smd John 
Beaumont : the King nominated a fifth, to re- 
prefent his Perfon and be Arbiti^ator. After 
thefe Geatfemen had trifled away many Days, 
Ramus feeia^ jthree of 'emagainit him, begaxgi. 
to diftrult his Caufe, and wou'd have appealU 
from them to more equitable Judges. But 
thefe, having the Staff in their own hand^, 
QOndtrnv^A Ramus y and made theit Report to 
the Kingi who immediately approved their 
Sentence,^ and in a long Proclamation gave 
D 2 ' Orders, 
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(^t^.J/Ordets, that for the fatxxxtRamiisfhou^dTeBd 
c^/Nj^jpyiiidrc Leftures, and that ncMie (hou'd pre- 
fiiicf^b Print, Sell, or any ways Publifh his 
Bod^sttoder very fevere Penaltys. ^riftotU^ 
ydtfj lay, muft needs have the better of it, 
hiding not only the Dodors, but King and 
P^rH^m^nt his Advocs^tes ; and therefore who, 
. foir the fotiire, wouM be fo hardy as to dif- 
putc his Authority ? 

' But perhaps my Reader liftens to hear the 
Particulars of this great Debate. Well thea 
(but^ pray be attentive) AuAcmarus TaUus 
yriU inrorm you prefently : Arifiotle^ it feems, 
in his pooks of Logick, had neither given as 
tlie IDefinition nor Divifion of it. This O- 
miflSpii . Govean^s Heroes made it their firft 
day's: Bafinefs to }uli:ifyi which Ramus*s two 
Priends thinking againit all Senfe and Rea^ 
Ibn, give it under their hands very judici- 
oufljr, that we ought to know the controver- 
ted Poiht before we can difpute about it to 
ahy good purpofe : but this the others thought 
not fit to allow, and £b they brok^ up with- 
out comiqg to any Conclufion. 

The next Day the AnfioteUansy confcious 
that ^ they had been unreafonably ftifF the 
day before, began to be a little more pliable, 
^hd 0iKiefcended to the Ramijks fo far, as 
to allow that Logick ought to be divided into 
two Parts; the firft of which is defignM to 
help our Invention, thefecond to dired our 
Jb^toent. 

'This Conceflion was too advantageous to 
the kaviifisy not to be made ufe of to their 
Advantege ; theytherefore infifted, as a ne- 
ccflary Confequence from the Premifes, that 
Ramts \aiiL juftly hlzvo^di Arifiotle^ for mak- . 
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ing no Diftinaioa whore they Chap. 3. 

knowIedgM a . DiffereiKe- Tl yvNi* 

jirifiotcHam^^hOj in fhart^'i 

wou*d help,, them out but .a 

Court, J?u| 9^ their Anfwer ti 

This the Ai?tt^/ thought veryTl 

foUow^cl was much worfe 5 for 

came for' the w4r>}?^t^/i4w tq 

Anfwer,' truly they wouMnpt 

they had faid, but wouM,imve 

hate begufl anew, and all that 

go for nothing* Ramus not bearing fu<;h m*- 

nifeft Injuftice, appeals tfo 5iU the Wjorld. 

What Proof had they brought, that hi? find- 

ing fault mtkjirifiotle wa^ an underjgttwng 

the Foundations of Theology,, ,jjnd tfie otl^r 

Sciences ; fuch a horrible l^tp^ruptiox^J%^l 

an unfortunate mifchieyou? J^iftu^bfjjjf^..<)f 
their Studys (as the Regent flf the UjiWj^^ 

caUM it) a Difeafc that muft have a ^i^tp^ 
Remedy, or they wercr undone j a. fla^ 
^hich requirM nothing jefs tjian th? lijng^s 
Proclamatipn to warnhis loying 3ubjc^i from 
the Infedion ? Indeed here wai no new l^fwi- 
nion^ niuch lefs Herefy^ bjroachM/ !Twa$ 
only aDifpute.whrther .M^i^fs or:i&'*^^ 
Method was toh? preffer'id i or, rather a g^f gt 
noife about nofBnfo a ?ierc JLogomaqliy, fit 
for nothing but to be laughM at» 
\ And what are a multitude^ ^ J(-ogicalDi£^ 
putations but Logomachys, as thofe concern- 
ing the Number and Order of the Predica- 
ments and Predicables^ what Things or No- 
tions do or do not belong to them f In what 
part of Logick we ought to treat of Tojpicfcs, 
Syllogifms, Sophifms, &c ? Of theNeceffity 
of sDefinitions, and whether the Genus may 
D 3 be 
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qaiitted in theta I Whether 

!,TrichQtomy be the bcft way of 

gs<f $0 likewift thole, by which 

r DiviQon and Siibbrdination of 

jfnd affign to evety one their 

^each inay be contented with 

': ' For.Metaphyfiqks, you mult 

tVery much amHs that Logick 

i6r Pt-ovirice i in jpiiefutning to 

^^^^hole and its JParts, Caufc 

ibjea'And Adjari^^ &c. And 

t^ no fcfi diliurb'd, that Meta- 

dp^ettod, aigainllall the Juf- 

^ Tortd, to invade^ Iter Right of 

- cJtdtifidcnAg thfe T^atnrc of Spirits; and the 

'^,t^&ai]^i(ts oetween ^neumaticki and Phy ficks, 

^iBt^ tHfe Propriety of talking about Man, arc 

^efiafting: Stj that I wCrtdefa Scienqe call'd 

T'liL.^A/i.L ., :_ M. -j^^^ ItaftupintheWorldj 

^ tike the <!X>nrideration or 
a them.both.". 
^-j^^^^<fC4'takei;not»;e of this in hi* Eighty 
^^ISlAfliEpiftlej-tdlirig us, that Tome divWcd 
^ *f6|^9foph^ into itwo Parts, others into three, 
^3t)i:hers agiin'ithto five, and yet without any 
^matmil DBftrenck.' Aid indeed if every 
;;thiiig, worthj^ to be knowh^ be treated of 
^^omewherc with that Brevity, Clearncfs and 
Ordpr, as, I tan eafily underftand and retain 
it in iriy Metriory -, I matter not a farthing to 
'^hat Art, Science or Difcipline you refer 
' the Confideration of it, or in what partica- 
• lar Method you trieat of it. Oh ! but fay 
you, 1 liate Con&fjon and want of Method; ^ 
' and this Method appears to me the molt na- 
tural in the World; Right ! No body loves 
Confufion ; but then I wou'd rather you 
^ IhouM 



Digitize( 



(/by Google 



ui Difcourfe of lj>gonuu:hys^ ^9 

JhoaM obierve Method than difpate about it^Ch^p^j) 
cIpeciaUy as if it were about a Matter of Life t;f^*^V 
and Death. Give us a Specimen of your M e« 
' thod in the next Book you write, and if i( 
excels, no doubt but you will have Admirers 
and followers enough. 

Bot fome Philofpphers are like Lawyers^ 
who when they have a bad Caufe, do what 
they can to prevent the Trial's coming on, 
by unreafonable Scruples concerning Prelimi* 
narys and Matters of mere Form. 

Befides, howftarch'd andclumfy does inch 
a fnperftitious Afiedation of a particular Me* 
thod look ? Cauffenus was certainly in tha 
ri^ht, when lie faid, that in explaining the 
Sciences we were not tied up to one fingle 
Method, but are left at liberty whether we 
wou'd, for inftance, refer every Thing and 
Idea in Nature to the ten Categorys of Ar^ 
ebytds^ or to two, W;^* Subltance and Mode; 
or tteee if you pleafe, Subftance, Mode and 
Kon-Entity *, including under this laft, exter« 
nal Penommations, Relations, Privations, &c^ 
(andi the like in Theology, &c.) the princi- 
pal thing you aim at being toreduce all Ideas 
under certain Heads for the help of your 
Memory j the Capacity and Reach of which 
beins as different m allPerfonsas the Features 
of tncir Faces, muft have difierent Helps, 
and thole too in a different manner. 

Another fort of Logomachy » when the 
Difputants don't differ concerning the thing 
it xt\i about which they difpute, but can't 
ajgre^ what name to give it : As when two Po- 
Jitidans know very well the Conftitution of 
this or that Government, but one will have it 
D 4 caff d 
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•jifcill'd a 'Monarchy, or mixt MoflEarchyy and 
V fbdieiry Commonwealth. 

.Sometimes it is a m^e blind Loj^omadhy^ 
jieitftet*; of them anderftanding ode another 
jibf^fifenirdves, difFeringonly in Wtords, and 
yrt coming to no real Agreement, thcit 
Wbrds being only Sound without Setifc. Thu$ 
/ie^»/4/fii''s Friend pretended to dilute with 
If Man of ho fmall Repatatioii, yet ntvef of- 
fer'done Argument^ but only a parcel of Jar- 
gon without Senfe, or poherence, ftuff\i with 
Terms of Art 5 all which the otiier took for 
Objeftions agaiift his Hypothefis, ^and ibcnt 
a whole day in gravely confulting toother's 
waggifh Nonfenfe. This was done defigtled- 
ly on one iiand ; but fometimes neither of the 
Difpufaiits onderftand that they talk about 
nothing. Thus when the^choolmtn contend 
lb earjieftly about the ftrange Natut*e and 
Ftfwe^of th^ Mdterid frima^ which is riei- 
tncff Body, nor Spirit, nor this^ nor that, 
' particular thing j yet every 
able of producing evert thing r 
either Party know what ' they 
if they do, I muft frauTdy own 
J Difputation, I fancy, is like 
rhich heretofore, in days of 
toets tell us, was a bonny, jolly 
ut is now dwindled away irito a 

w y are they of difputing abteut 
Words,, who talk of things above the reach 
of Human Underftanding. As alfo they who 
will needs have it, th^t theyundcrftandlheir 
Adyerfary^s meaning better than he does 
hinifelf, and fallen a Senfe or Meaning oh bis 
Words which he difclaims and protefts a- 

gainft. 
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gai^. Bat more of this when we come toChap.4; 
me' Caafes of Mens contending aboat Ward«. ^^"^O^ 



C H A P- IV- 

TheGreatnefsofthe Evil of Csrdendir^ 
ahouiWords. 

IF any yet think thefe Contentions abont 
Words not to be of fiich ill Gonfiaaenoe 
as to deierve fb large a Reproof and tnat in 
f]^eaking of them u copioafly:, I fall into the 
Vice! reprehend; I only defire him to con- 
iider the Elfedsof them r and tfaieny I. fancy, 
fae^D fobn agree With me^ that tho tbeinifan- 
derftailding this or that particnlar Word or 
nirafebe no great matter, yet the Scbifms 
they create in the Church ; thcFadions^ Tu- 
mults and Sedition* they breed in thc: St^te ; 
the DatiK»e and iMi^race they bring on Re* 
ligion and Learning $ the Heats they, occa- 
fion in the Pulpit^ ttfe Wranglings a$ the 
Bar^V tbe Party-making in the Senatt ; the 
bigotry in Scnools, Colleges and Univer* 
jitys, which conftantly attend them, are no 
fmall mattery. 

To thefe we owe the diflcrent Sefts of Phi- 
lofophers, and the feveral^ Denominations of 
Cfanftkns; who hare many times been lb 
eiafpentted againfi: one another, as if they 
wouM have turnM* ttfe World upfide down 
about Letters and Syllables^ Councils of 
Biihops ^aU'd together^ from all Quarters, 
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Chap. 4. even the remoteft Parts of the Empire $ 

t/vS; yea Princes, Kings, nay prudent as well as 

potent Emperors, have not been able to allay 

Che unmanly, unchriftian gcats of. Church- 

mfen \ but one Party wou'd ftill charge the 

other with Impiety, Herefyi| Atheifm, hor^ 

, rible Blafphemy, and what not ! and then 

v^jk charitably damn one another to the 

Pit of Hell: And all tlusfor nothii^gin the 

world, but becauf^ t^ey mifunderftood one 

another's meaning, as we have already feea 

in many Inltances. 

Tis yet further remarkable, that the more 
trifling and minute thefe GontroVfrfys ar^e, 
with the greater Feud and AnimpQty they 
are gbheraUy carry'd on* To inftance in our 
own unhappy Divifions (for they are too no- 
torious to he conceal'^ or excused :) Eiftw ma« 
ny are there amongft us, who have often of- 
ferMthe Right Hand of Fellowfhip to their 
Brethren, and have endeavoured to behave 
themielves towards them with th^ Temper 
and Moderation which Chriltians ought to 
have for one another ; who have met with no 
other Returns from, n^iny of them, .than to 
be «ejeded with Abhorrence and Scorn \ to 
be reprefented as more intoleraUe even than 
thofe, whofe bloody Principles (Religious I 
daternat name them) will not permit them, 
by their good will, to difpute with, any mil- 
der Atgunients than. S*ord, Fire and Fag- 
got: and to have their Opinions (bowharm<^ 
lefs foever) mifreprefented, and revil'd as 
worfe than the other infupportable Yoke of 
human Traditions ^ than their iauqr Domi- 
nation over Kings, Emperors^ PrinceS|l and 
all the reft of Mankind > and (to (um up^ll 
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in one) than their tyrannical, barbarous and Chap. 4: 
bloody Inquilition.. t-/VV; 

This is, I lay, the Treatment they meet 
with from Gentlemen, who fpeak much mon 
favourably of reuniting themfelves with thofe 
whofe Dodrines their Fathers abhorM as Air«- 
tichriftian, whofe Worfliip they abominated 
as Idolatrous, whofe Diidpline they con- 
demn*d as the Torment and Snare of truly 
confeientious Peribns ; ' than they do of ^if- 
ing any other Quarter to their Fellow-Pro^- 
teftants than what they can meet with under 
Cenfures, Excommunications, AnatHemas^ 
Imprifonment, Lofs of Goods, c^r« And 
pray, what may be the occalionof this un^- 
chari table, fpitefbl, unmanly Treatment of 
our Brethren ? Why, truly, not the ledl 
Dlfagreement in any one fundamental Arti- 
cle of our Holy Religion ; bbt (as any one 
m9y fee who has Eyes, and wilt be fo kind to 
himfelf as to make ufe of them) fome few 
fmall Differences about thing^ indifferent, or 
(at moft) unheceflary. I don't lay all our 
Controverlys arc merely verbal : No- 5 we 
really differ in our Sentiments concerning 
fome Matters, I readily acknowledge ^t 
then I bddly affirm, that moft of our Quar- 
rels arife from mere Logomachys, and not 
from real Differences ; and that if the for- 
mer of thefe were once removM, if we un- 
derftood one another more perfcdly, there 
might, for any thing I know to the contrary, 
remain fome real Ctontrovcrfys amongft us^ 
but thofe fo few and trivial, as wou'd be 
more apt to be forgotten than to be brought 
upon the Stage, in order to worry Peace and 
Oiarity out of the World. But perhaps fuch 

Golden 
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Chiwr4-pPW€fiTwn«» arereferv'd for future Ages; 

L/^V>; wife, learned, and good Meii Jjaye in vain at> 

^mptedlp introdace thern in this. ^ 

,. JNever were Controvjpjfys managed with 

•j»bftinate Jevs^ impure and fenfual MJiome^ 

t4$Sy blafpheming Libertines and Atheifts^ or 

|>it>fane Scoffers a£ all Religioq, .with greater 

iieat and Qparrelling, than fonie of the Dil^^ 

jmtes abovB^meption-d were in {everal Uni- 

-vjerfrtysi p^rfkpljarly in thofe of HoUand^ 

to the noimpll joy ?ad Tiiugjpl^ of their 

-E&emySi whofcpff^d at: %m, pnd.made ufe 

^f thsir Writings for Commpn-jPlaces of Re- 

proacht whe;ice t^^ey gatheifd choice Flowers • 

of . J5f*>5g[i^4r^ Rhctorick. 'Tis a commoa 

Obfenratiop^ t|mt when Frieuj^^ and Neigh- 

|)OdirsfiaIl mU they are pftentiniies more im« 

placable thaa Strangers and 'profefs'd ^e« 

jnys: Juftfo, we mnclk jnore patiently bear 

to be coatradijfled by thofe,; whofe Senti- 

jnents differ f^om ours as f^r as Baft does 

jfram Weft, than by thofew^ differ from us 

X)nly in a few inlignificant Matters, or per- 

Jbap^in nothing but the mapoerof exprefling 

, tijemfelves. A r notable loftapce of this we 

.have in an Author (who qalls ilmfelf Ludo^ 

vicv$ Morttfihifts} the moft elegant Writer of 

rthe Proyiijidal Letters. Whtn jHnfenitis^s 

^Tenets were cpnvafs'd in the Univerfity of 

P^hi two^Queftpns were particularly very 

hotly debated ; the firft was. Whither the 

Might eou$ have4n themf elves 4» ivumdiate Power 

of ' fulfilling the.Law ? The^other was, Whether 

lOllAfeff receive of God Grace fufficient for their 

Converpon f .I'he Jefuits affirm'd both, and 

'the Jan fcnifis deny'd them, A third Party 

rappear'd, whom theycaird at th^t time the 
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modern 7%0i»^/ i thefe talk'd as the Jr/iar^ Chap.4; 
did, tho their QpiAions were the faoie with Sf^^'^* 
thofe of tiie Jaiyenifis. They f^id with the 
J^fuitSy that the Juftify'd had an immediate 
Pimer <sf fulfilling the Law j but then added, 
that this Power c6u'd not be reduc'd into ji&r^ 
but by the ypfci^ Grace of God: which was 
juft the fame which the Janfmifis meant, by 
faying, they haidnot an immediate Power. 
" Again, thefe Thefts affirna'd with the 
^efuits^ that all Men have Grace fufficient to 
convert them ^ but held with the Janfenifis^ 
that this fiifficientCracG wou'd never become 
effeBual^ unlefs accompany'd with Jfecid 
Grace, which was the very Reafon why the 
Janfenifts wou'd not call it fufficient . Were 
not the Thomijh then of the Janfenifts Opi^ 
nion ? No^ by ho means, but join'd with the 
Jefuits^ notwithftanding the real Difagree- 
ment of their Sentiments, and perfecuted the 
poor Janfenifts for not fpeaking, as well as 
thinking, juft as they did. 

To fee more of the Nature of thefe Con- 
tentions, 'twill not beamifs toconfider what 
the Great Apoftle St. Paul fays of both of 
them, and thePerfon who promotes them: 
He is froud^ fays he, hnemng npthingy but do'^ 
ting about Queftions and Strifes ofWordsy where'* 
of Cometh Envy^ Strife>^ RailingSy evil Surmi^ 
fings^ ferverfe Difputings of Men of corruft 
Mindsy and deftituteof theTruph^ fufpofing that 
Cain is Godlinefs ^ from fuch withdraw thy felf. 
I Tim. 6. 4, 5. 

In the firft place, asfoon as the Man with- 
draws his Aflentfrom, or denies it to found - 
Words (as the Apoftk calls Truth in the fore- - 
going Vcrfe; he's feiz'd with a Spirit of 
4. Contra- 
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Chap.4.GoQtradidion; and this difpofeshim to dif« 
t/vNiputc, not fo much for Truth, as for Vido- 
ry, or (which with him is aU one) for the : 
laft Word ^ and if he can but confound, or 
even tire his Adverfary, with a multitude of 
Words, be they ever lb impertinent, he 
thinks hiiJUfelf a brave Fellow. And if once 
he imagines himfelf to have come off with 
flying Colours^ he difputes with every Man 
he meets at all Adventures : Nothing fhall 
then be fo certain but what he'll queftion; 
nothing fo clear, but he'll endeavour to per- 
plex i wrangling with Friends and Foes, 
0>nfenters and Diflenters : He'll difpute e- 
ternally, not only concerning things of mo« 
ment, but the mofl: trifling things m nature, 
and oftner about Words than Things. If 
he can't meet with an Adverlary, he'll cre- 
ate one, and make People fpeak what they 
never meant, rather than mifs an occafion of 
ihewipg his Parts in their Confutationi If he 
meets with his Match, or finds any applau- 
ded more than himfelf, or one who has got- 
'ten the knack of Difputing (which he rec-. 
kons the End and Perfedion of Learning) 
then nothing can be more uneafy : You cairt 
imagine how his little narrow Soul boils with 
Envy. Pompey cou'd have born an Equal, and 
Cafar a Superior with njuch more Patience. 
He fummons together all his Forces, laysa^ 
bout him with Might and Main, and there- 
fore pray let every one look to himfelf. 

And one word unwarily exprefs'd, or mif- 
anderftood, creating another, he never cea- 
fes till his Adverfary, quite tir'd with his 
Impertinence, lays down the Cudgels. 
/ 

Befides, 
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Befides^ fuch are the moft unfeir Adverfa-Cbap«4? 
rys imaginable. The bittereft Invedivcs and L/VNI 
Curies of the Poets^ the fouleft Language in 
the Comedians asM towards Slaves, Whores, 
Pimps andParafites ; thefe good^natur'd Gen- 
tlemen win not fpaf e to apply to their Op- 
ponents. If this be not fufficientthen, one 
is a Saddncecy and t'other a Pharifee ^ this a 
Pelagian^ that a Mankhee^^ you z SaheHtM^ 
you a Phmman j thou a Nefiorian^ ahd thoa 
an Eutychian ^ and (b proceed, like 9>m^ good- 
natur'd Women, from Arguing to Scolding, 
to the end of the Chapter. The Queltion, 
we'U fuppofe, is about a Point of Philofophy : 
But the Bufinefs is to invei^ againit one 
another's Manners, and inftead of debating 
a Point of Dodrine, to refliea upon one a- 
nother's Familys. The genuine fignification 
of the Word is this, fays one, PH maintain 
it. Oh, but fays t'other, you're a Dutch^ 
man J or a iScotchman. I am very able to prove 
that this is the beft Method for a Philofophi* 
cal Treatife, fays the Opponent. Ay, fays 
the Refpondent, but I am milinform'd if 
you have not had more than one Baftard. 
The Senfe of fuch a Paflage in Scripture is * 
this, fays one: But pray, replys t'other, who 
was it that beat the poor Woman till (he 
milcarry'd ? Now I'll appeal to all Mankind, 
whether this be not profound Reafoning? — - 
Efifbanius and St. Phryfofiom ("Men well kuown) 
had different Opinions about the Writings of 
Ori^en : Well, fays Efifhanius to Chryfofionty. 
"i 1 hope you may never die a Bilhop : And, 
^ fays St. Chryfofiom^ I pray God you may n^- 
ver fct foot in your Country again. Was 
not this very much t^o the purpofe, think 
^i you> 
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Qhap.4.yoa? They were hearty Prayers, perhapsf 
^but, in my Opioion, poor wretched Argu- 
ments. Infoch Wranglings as thefe there's 
Heat enough, I confefs4 but the Mifchief is, 
it's without Lights The Difputants are, like 
Children in the Dark, afraid of every thing 
they meet. They can't read a Page in a fuf- 
peded Author, without finding (ome dange- 
rous Error in it \ if 'tis not clearly exprefs<d, 
then he'll have it that the ^nake lies in the 
Grafs. And in Books, whole Authors he 
don't admire, there's hardly a Word but 
this acute Man can efpy fome very dangerous 
Opinion defign'd to be adtanc'd by it, or . 
fome antient Herefy reviv'd. Tell fuch Peb- 
pie, as plainly as you can fpeak, that every 
thing that's good and praife-worthy in, us 
is to be aicrib'd to the Grace of God ; that 
notwithftandinKthis youincourage the Study 
and Pradice of Virtue and Piety as much as 
any : That you are as £ir as any from be- 
lieving, that all things come to pafs by Ne- 
ceffity or Fate : That you abhor aU Opinions 
which infer God's being the Author of Sin : 
That you utterly deteft the Dodrine which 
teaches, that God has decreed to eternal Per- 
dition a great part of Mankind, withbut f e* 
fped to anyforefeeh Sin, but merely, of his 
Almighty Power and abfolute Sovereignty ; 
becaufe it pleas'd him fo to do. Tell them 
this a thoufand times over, and call God and 
Man to witnefs your Innocency, and that you 
don't fee, but abfolutely difown any Impiety 
or Herefy to be the Confequence of your 
Opinion, the more you talk^ the lefs you'll 
bebeliev'd. Speak kindly to thcm^ olTer to 
drop the Controverfy,. and be recdncil'd to 

them : 
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them: Oh, they'll tell you, don't pretend Chap. 4^ 
to put your Tricks upon Travellers, weknowvyWJ 
you too well to be wheedl'd. 

It's certain, the Nature of Man is of it 
fclf too unhapirily difpos'd to thefe forts of 
Wrangling : but, as tho they were not,^ we 
have our Schools (or Pefthoofes I may call 
diem ) to teach and promote them. The 
Schoolmen, as Ludavicus Fives obierves,t^ch 
their Scholars to icold before they can well 
fpeak; Difputing is the Beginning, Middle,^ 
and End of all their Studys^ Hence it comes 
to pafs, that Univerfitys and Academys are 
turnM into Fencing^Schools ; where the 
Youjth, inftead of applying themfelves to the 
Study of Learning and Piety, areegg'd on 
to q^uarreland difpute about Trifles : Trifles 
indeed in themfdves, but fuch as produce 
more fatal Efieds than are commonly taken 
notice of, or can eafily be imagined. For 
Wranglings abou^ them, occafion very often 
not only the Lofs^ftf Truth, butdeftroy the 
very Love of it j as People in fome Diftem- 
pers who hate their Itoodand Phyfick, but can 
digefl: Tralh very hedrtily. BeGdes, many of 
thefe Difputants make their Markets of thefe 
Controverfys. For as long as there are Men 
in the World, Who. believe him the ableft Di- 
vine who has the OTongeft Lungs, and take a 
mighty Zeal for a JParty^ and fpecious Pre- 
tences to Religion^ for Religion it fclf 5 there 
will iR>t be wanting Men of bad Principles and 
bafe Spirits, who will Value Learning no far- 
ther than it ferves to fitt their Purfes and hu- 
mour their Pride, by fupplying ttem with 
ftiches and popular Applaufe. 

E OttQ 
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Chap. 4. One woaM think enough had been laid to 
iy^>f^ convince us of the Malignity and Contagion 
of this Diftemper, which is fo Epidemical in 
the learned World. It's owing to this that 
young Gentlemen^ who (hou'd bring widi 
them from the Univerfity, Learning, Gravity 
and Piety into the Church ; good Senfe, Know* 
ledg and Prudence into the Senate \ Equity 
into the Courts of Juftice \ Concord into their 
Familys j Piety towards their Country, and 
Parents i Love to their Neighbours ; Faith« 
f ulnefs to their Friends ; Civility and Friend- 
, linefs to their Countrymen \ Forgivenefs and 
Patience towards their Enemys, &c. do bring 
home hardly any thing elfethan a perpetual 
Itch of Difputing where there's no Difference ; 
a Spirit of Contradidion \ the Art of find- 
ing Herefy in the leaft Error, or even ill-ex- 
prefs'd Word. Their Common^Place-Books 
are ftufTd with Forms and Methods of Ca- 
lumny ; their Hearts foil of Anger, Hatred, 
and Irreconcilablenefs^ and their Heads with 
Sufpicions, and narrow, low, ill-digefted 
Motions ) having foul Mouths, fliindering 
Tongues, threatnmg Looks, and (harp Pens : 
1 mean (harp to wound their Neighbours Re- 
putation } on other Subjeds they are as duU as 
you can wi(h them. In the Reign of the 
School-Divines things were brought to that 
pafs, that Divinity, Philofophy, all the Sci- 
ences were in a manner composed of eternal 
Janglings and fruitlefs Lo^omathys, which fet 
almoft the whole World in a Flame. No 
wonder then if the Apoftle advifes us by all 
\ means to avoid and withdraw from fucb, as 
Inchanters and Poifoners, who negled the 

, calm 
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talmand (edatefearch after Troth*, and in<«Chap.4- 
ttead of indbarinatin^ the Minds of their ••NTSJ 
young Pupils with folid Learning and true 
Piety, do, fot felfilh bafe Ends, tinfture and 
feaibn theit tender Minds with what the 
Apoftle fo accurately dcfcribes to us, and 
fo vehemently wirns us againft* Bat to pro- 
ceed : 

Were thefe Contentions about Words not 
Aifchievous in themfelires, but merely Tri- 
fles ; it deferves to be confider'd, what im- 
pottant, yea what necellary things we let 
pafs Without Confideration, whillt we amufe 
(tor felvts with thefe. Theology points out 
to us the W^y of Salvation, teaching us, that 
it'^s our iftdifpenfable Duty to make conti- 
naal Advances in the Knowledg of God and 
of ourfeliTes, in Learning and Wifdom-, and 
ia Faith, Hope, and Love. And, (hall we 
ii?ho have fo great a Work to do, like Chil- 
dren who are capable of nothing clfe, fquan* 
dcr away the tew precious remaining Mo- 
ments or our Lives, in toying and f^uabbling 
about Letters and Syllables ? ^Tis high time. 
Gentlemen, to begin the Study of true, folid, 
and Uibftantial Wifilom: Delays are dange- 
rous, flinough of Life has been fpent in 
Wrangling and difputing^ Let's at length be- 
gin to live in earnefl:. Death is at hand : and 
how much better will it then be for us to be 
found doing fomething, than prating about 
nothing ? I have read a Story, which may be i<i^1^fK/J 
thought to our purpofe : A certain Criminal %H ' ' 
was told of a Well in an unfrequented Placc^ 
Where he might hide himfelf very fafely from 
UsPurfiters^ till foch time as proper Methods 
E 2 cou^d 
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Chap. 4. couM be found for his further Security. The 
u/w; Fellow goes very orderly, but perceiving 
the Well in a very decay'd Condition, runs 
back to his Friends, and very angrily com* 
plains, they had abus'd him; that inftead 
of a Well, there were nothing but the Ruins 
and dry Walls of a Well.. What then? faid 
they, We fent you thither not to quench 
your Thirft, but to hide your Carcase, for 
which defign 'tis a very proper Place, as you 
jnuft needs know, if you have, been there. 
Still the Fellow wou'd have it, that it. had 
been a Well, but now was none \ and there- 
fore they did not well to mifinform him. His 
Friends told him, if he were or were not 
inifinformM, they were certain he vras mif- 
employM in fpending that Time in difpnt|ng 
and quarrelling, which he ought to ufe in 
thinking after means for his Prefervation* 
But the Man, {till perfiftingin his Folly, was 
by and by apprehended, and Jack Ketch put 

an end to the Controverfy.— « Enough is 

•faid for the intelligent Reader, tho perhaps 
nothing be enough for the Contentious. 

If nothing but Wars and Fighting will 
ferve our Turn, Enemys arc not wanjtij[)g 
who will find us Work enough, and with 
whom it's our Duty, and will be our Glory to 
contend. Let's bend our Forces againft th^t 
inrplacabte Enemy of Mankind, whomakesit 
his Bufinefs to incenfe us againft one another. 
Let's labour to conquer our felves^ fubdueour 
Affeftions, mortify our Corruptions, which 
are continually enticing, reducing and tranf^^ 
porting us, in contempt of Charity, againft 
our Brethren; making Mole-^hiUs Mountains v 

. ^ fmall 
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finaU Faults great ones; and infignificantChap.4. 
Errors perakioas Herefys. Let's enter the i>VN^ 
Lifts with the iecret Underminers and pro- 
feisM Enemys of Chriftianity: With thofe 
who deny the Incarnation of our BieflTed 
Lord: With thofe who wou'd fetter Mens 
Cbnfcienoes, and propagate their Principles 
with Fire and Sword ; juitifying their horrid 
Mafiacres, and glorying in their bloody Cru- 
iadote. When we are encompafs'd with fo 
mdny Bnemys, farrounded with fb many 
Dangers, have an opportunity in our hands 
of gaining imn^ortal Viftorys to our ever- 
lafting Triumph in Glory j When Babylon as 
yet is net defiray^d : we agree in nothing but to 
difagree, and to worry one another with 
Noife and Konfenfe about Words and Tri- 
fles. 

Many wife and learned Men have made fad 
Complaints, that £0 many Attempts have 
beei} made in vain to bring the Sciences to 
Ibme Ferfedion. Some have charg'd this 
Milhap on the Length and Difficulty of the 
Sciences, and the 3hortaefs of Human Life; 
and with Theafhrajhs impeach Nature, forCic.1.3. 
giving long Life to Crows and Jack-Daws Tufc. 
who need it not, and an Inch of Life to Men *^*** 
who have fo much Bufinefs to do in it : Who 
if they had longer Time here, would be in a 
Capacity of perfeding the Sciences, and of 
ftoring and adorning their Minds with all forts , 
of valuable Learning and Knowledg. But, 
perhaps, with a great deal more Reafon we 
may lay the Blame upon thofe fordid, abjed, 
paltry Cares, which enervate and diftraft our ^ 
MindS'^ 9nd on thofe many Thoughts ^ laviih 
E 3 away 
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Chap.4.away aboot the unneceiTary vain Conteatioos 
4j^V\) which have been the Subjeft of oar Diicoarfe. 
Let us hear what Sentta fays of this mat* 
Epift,S8.ter: ^^ The Reafon that Men do fo little 
^^ confider the things which principally con-* 
** cern 'em, is becanfe their Time is taken 
" up with Trifles. PiWymyx the Grammarian 
^^ wrote Four thoufand Books : I (hould think 
^^ it an intolerable Penalty for a Man to he 
** obli^M to read them over. In them he 
** inqmres^ which was Homerh Country? 
•* Who was e/£;y«^i's real Mother? Whether 
** Jlnacreon vi^s chiefly ioclin'd to Wine or 
«' Women ? Whether Safpho was a common 
** Woman? and many other fuch things, 
^^ worth no man^s remembring, Qur Mif* 
« . ^^ fortune is, we complain of the (hortnefs of 
^^ Life, and at the fame time forget or ueg- 
<« left, ^t leafly to be thrifty of it, Confider 
** how much Time is loft in the Infirmitys 
^' and Anxietys of Sicknefs; in the Hurry of 
^^ Bufinefs, and in Slee^: and you will find 
** that the Age of Man is not of Capacity to 
^ take in all which we c»U the Liberal Scien- 
^* ces, But ^hei}, of bow many things do the 
*^ Philofophers treat, which ferveatthe beft 
" to no other purpole in the World, than to 
** amufe us ? They have contented themfelves 
** to talk about Letter? and iJyUablesj to tri- 
** fie with the Gramniati*ns and Mathemati- 
" cians^ Wkiqg ev?n thejnpft infigqififant of 
^* their ^pc^Bl^tions part of th?ir Studys.^' 
So f^r Sepec4. Put what WQu'd our Stoick 
bay? fai4, had he liv'4 {(\ the Days pf the 
'§choolroenf when p be ^ Philofopher was 
«Oly tft ^ ^bie to difput?^ aqd t9 <iifpQtfi 
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was nothing bat to wrang}e aboat Words^Chap.4^ 
and taany times about Words which neither ^^^W/ 
Adverfary anderftood. Their Papils were 
not (b mnch inftmded to oppofe Truth to 
Error, as Words to Words i if 1 may be 
allow'd to call their barbarous Jargon by that 
Kame. Ko wonder thev made fo litde Pro- 
grefs in ufeful Knowlec^! No wonder that 
Philolbphy was £iid to be at the bottom of 
a deep Well! That Phyficks was & hardly 
brought to change her old unintelligible Cant 
of occult Qpalitys, its eight I know not 
what Degrees, &€. for rational Gonclufions 
drawn from accurate jadidous Obiervations, 
and certain Experiments. In which metliod, 
if we proceed with Cheerfulnefs andDiligence, 
there's no Reafon to defpair, but natural 
Philoibphy may yet confiderably enlarge the 
Bounds of her Empire. Bat, if we had ra« 
ther ftop at the Porch, than enter into the 
Palace,, the Great Lord f^emUm^sWotds may 
sot be improper for our Confideration : ^ I Org. $ci«* 
^ dotft deny, fays that wife Man, but the cat. ia 
•* commonly receivM Philoibphy may ftillbe^^*** 
•* of ufc to Iharipcn our Wits, by fumilhing 
^ us with Materials for Difputation; to fet 
•* offa Diicourfe, may be convenient for Pro- 
^ feflbrs, and yield us fome confideraUe Ad« 
^^ Vantages in our civil Capacity. But then, 
** we mult know that this fort of Learning, 
*^ which we bad from the Greeisj is but as the 
^^ Childhood of Rnowledg*, and has one very 
^^ remarkable Qpality of Children, it talks 
^ much, but can perform little. It*s very apt- 
^ ly reprefented by the Fable of SiyHoy who 
*^ hasaVirdn'sFaceandCount^nancc^butber 
|i 4 !5 Womb 
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Chap.4.^^ Womb and lower Farts are encompa&'d 
!^i^y\f^^ and fill'd with barking Monfters. Thus 
^^ the Sciences, in our Days, at firft fight 
^^ appear beautifol and pleafing ; and indeed, 
^ in the general, contain many fpecious 
** Maxims: But, if you diefccnd to P^rticu- 
^f' lars, if yon look into its inmolt Parts and 
^^ Recefles, you will find 'em barren, able to 
^ breed, bring forth and cherifh nothing, 
^^ but fnarling Difputes inftead of fubftantial 
« Knowledg-^' 

I remember a certain Pivine told me, that 
when in his Youth he bega? to apply himielf 
to the Study of Philofophy i their Cuftom 
was, when they went home, to write down 
what their Tutors had didated to 'em in 
the Schools. His Father feeing him at his 
Bufinefs one day, takes np his Paper, an4 finds 
it to contain certain Logical Prolegomena, 
liedioQS enough on every Article, but parti- 
cularly fo on the Queftion concerning the 
Genus of Logick, whether it be an Art or a 
Science ? The old Gentleman, feeing to how- 
little purpofe bis Son was employed, falls 
int&a Pa0ion : Away, iays he with tbefe Im-^ 
pertinencys ! Go you and learn your Logick, 
and never trouble your Head, Whether it be 
an Art or a Science. The fame may befaid 
to the majority of Students, who wafte not 
their Childhood only, but their whole Lives 
in vain Difputes: Go you rather and learn 
the natural Gaufes of things, that wrangle 
about th^ Genus and Definition of Nature! 
Go you rather and learn to i^radile the Virtue 
of Liberality^ than multiply words in difpu- 
ting, whether Liberality > m^. npt hare place 
;, • in 
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ADi/courfe of Logomachys. 57 

in receivii^ as well as parting with Mony. Chap.4*^ 
The lame may be faid as to a thoufaad other w^vX^ 
things. 

There was heretofore a Controverfy be- 
tween the Stoicks and other Philofophers 
(pray forbear laugjiiag) Whether fince Wif* 
dom was allowed to be a good thing, ITo be 
wifi} were fo alfo ? The Stoicks contended 
for the former, but wou'd by no means al* 
low that 'twas a good thing to be mfe i or, 
if ypu pkale, that to be mfe was a good 
thing* For what reafon, pray ! Why you 
fliall have that too, if you are acute enough 
to apprehend it- To be wife, fey they, is 
incorporeal and a mere Accident, and there* 
fore can efied nothing ; confequently can pro*- 
fit nothing, and therefore can't be a good 
thing: For that which is a good thing, pro«- 
fits; and that which profits, ads; but that 
which ads, is a Body. (By Body they meaxa 
the fame as we do by SvbfiMce.) Now, wou'd 
not any who were not ib fubtil, nor fo nice 
Diftinguifhers as the Stoicks, think with the 
ignorant Vulgar, that to be wife was as great 
a Bleffing, as to have Wifdom ; and that to * 
live happily was as defirable a thing, as a 
happy Life ? Seneca himfelf cou'd notchuf^ 
but take notice of tiiis Logomachy : *^ Pray, Epift.117, 
** Gentlemen, feys he. What's the reafon we 
^ employ our Thoughts (fo neceflary for the I 
^ confideration of greater things, and (b juftly 
^ expeded for the contemplation of better 
** things) on thofe matters which are either, 
*' at leaft probably falfe, or ridiculoufly foo- 
** lifli? What am I the wif^, to know 
^ whether thcfe words tWifdom] and Cto 

ii be 
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Chap.4t** be wife] caufe in fomc Peoples Heads two 
IXVN.*" different Ideas? or that the former mav 
^* be called a goodthing, bat not the latter f 
^^ Well^ for once I'll take Goarage,^ and pat 
<^ it to the venture: Yoa Ihall have Wifdom^ 
^* and ni be contented to be wife 
<^ I befeech you now teU me^ Who has the 

*' Advantage ? In eameft, rather than 

^ trifle at this rate, point me out the Way 
** by which I may arrive at Wifdom, or 
^^ become a wile Man. Tell me what I am 
^ to chufe, what to refiife ? This is Wifdom, 
«^ this is to be wife; Bat to (pend your Time 
^ in Subtilty und Sophiftry, Vm fare, is far 
^ otherwife. Fortune has given you fo many 
^^ important Queitions to refolve, that one 
*^ wou'd think you fliou'd have little time 
«^ and lefs Inclination to quibble! How fot« 
^ tllh is it, when the Signal of Battle is ^ven, 
«« to ima^e, that flourilhing your Sword 
** will cain you theVi&ory! No, take my 
** Word fey it, nothing but dccifive Arms 
^. and fighting in earneft will ferve your 
« Turn.'*^ 

Another Mifchicf of thefe Difputes is, that 
vhen People fee very few Queftions, but 
jwhat are debated fre and con*y they are 
tempted to reckon all things doubtful and 
uncertain ; or, that if there be any Certainty^ 
it lies in Arithmetick and Geometry. For, 
Jay they, if there be any Certainty in the 
other Sciences, Why have Men fb vaftly difc 
fercnt and numerous Opinions? Why does 
the fame thing appear to one learned Pro« 
fcflbr truey to another falfe ; to this widentx 
%o the other doubtful and obfcwe f 

To 



Digitized 



by Google 



jDifamrfe of Ij^omachys, j^ 

To tiiefe Difpqtes were uodoobtedly ow-Cbap.4^ 
ing the different Seds of the Acadmtkluj*>4'>^ 
Seeftieh or SetTurs^ who withheld their Al- 
ient from an Propofitions, under pretence of 
the Intricacy, Perplexity and lacompvehenfi- 
l»lity of Things: and it's too probable, that 
ear modern Libertines^ Deifis, and Atheiftt 
took Dccafion, from the (candalons Ck)nten- 
tions of Chriftians aboot many things, to 
disbelieve all. Conoo-ning the former, fays 
Seneftt^ ♦* 'Tis M to a>Mder, how manvc^a «• 
♦* Mifchiefe SnbtUty has Introdoc'd amongft ^^ 
** Mankind, and what an Enemy it is to 
** Truth. Trotagcrat lays, we may difpute 
•' pro and cm on any Subjed, with equal 
*' Advantage i even on the Queftlon, Whe- 
** ther we may do fo, or no? NaufyhMee 
«* te&s us, that all things in Nature do as 
«» really not exift, as exift. Purmenides af- 
** firms, that there is but * one Being in ttit*AsUt> 
«* Univerle. Zene of Blea teUs us, there isfiusr««& 
"nothing in the World: and much of the** 
« lame mind were the Sceftieks, MtgariMtty 
•* znd Eretreans, the Followers of Menedetftm^ 
** and the A^ademieks who taught us the 
** ftrange new Science of Knowing No- 
« thing.'* • 

They are miftaken indeed, who from the 
variety of Difputes ptndude, that there is no 
Certainty: for, if you narrowly examine *cm, 
you will not find futjh a vaft difierence be* 
tween the Partys, as perhaps you ima* 
gin'd. Qut let the Difference be ever To 
^eat, 'tis a thouland to one but they agree 
10 many more things than thofe in which 
tlJcy <JU^§r«e, yo^ win find that the teafon 
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Chap«4« why in the Mathematicks^ the Difpates are 
X>W not 6) numerous as in tte other Scieaces, 
is not) that the Prindple^s of the Mathema«- 
ticks are mwe certain in themfelves, or that 
nothing in the other Sciences were capable 
of Pemonftration^ but that the MathematU 
ciaus, haring a Language peculiar to them* 
felves, exprefs themfelves in words of a more 
determin'd Senfe, and in whofe Signification 
they are better agreed, than in thofe us'd by 
the Vulgar : moft of whom have more Mea- 
nings than they have Letters, in one of which 
they are as?d by this Author, in another by 
a iecond, and in both by a third i whence 
neceflfarily proceed Equivocation, Mifunder- 
Handing and Confufion# 

Certainly nothing expofes learned Men to 
Contempt more than thefe Wranglings; nay 
Ibmetimes Religion it felf, when made the 
Subjed of thefe Difputes, fuSers into the bar- 
gain* John de Secubia a Spaniard drew up his 
Treatife of undeclin'd Words, he tells us, for 
the Ufe of the Council of BaJU i principally 
to determine the Signification of the Particles 
trom^ Sy^ and Sut^ or Exceft^ which occa- 
fiou'd fo many Difputes between the Greelfj 
. and the Huffites^ and Bohemians : The for- 
mer of thefe, in my Opinion, were very 
luftly iaugh'd at by the Turhfi Empercr^ 
when they petition'd for leave to go to the 
Conodl, where they had no other Bufinefs 
buit to difpute. Whether rthe Holy Sfirit fro* 
needed, from the Father md the Son^ or from 
the Father by the Sort ? The Barbarian thought 
it inaedible, that Men in their Wits Aou'd 

make 
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make fo much ado about that which appeared Chap. 4^ 
to him of fo little moment. u/VNJ 

■' Never were tho& Roman Gladiators, who 
fought on Horleback blindfold, more hear- 
tily laugh'd at, for their ridiculous Traver- 
fings, and many ialignificant Blows gives 
the Air inftead of their Adverfary^ as our 
blind Difputers, efpecially when expos'd, as 
they have fo often been, in our modern Co« 
medys. 

Boccdiniy the witty Itdisin^ tell^ us a c6- MvUts 
mical Story of a tragical Bufinefs aded in/*<^«Par-i 
Parnaffiu. TheGrammarians, itfcems, cou'd"^^^ 
not. agree, whether Gmfumftnm were to be^^'^ 
written with a p or without one : Well ^ from faA *f. 97. 
difputing they went to fighting ^ and what 
does MamtiHi but hurls a great Stone, with 
a Roman Infirripttpn on it, in which Cbnfump^ 
turn was written with a f, full in the Face of 
Lambmus^ and beat his Nofe flat« I need not 
apply the Fable. 

And who can forbear laughing to &e the 
Philofopher in the Comedy ! (for why mayn't 
I quote a French^ as well as a Gretk or Latin MoliereV 
Poet?) Wou'd one think a Man cou*d be fo Marriage^ 
angry as he is there reprefented ! How does/^'J^^ ^* 
he revile his Adverfiry ? How does he en- ^'^^"•*- 
large upon his Ignorance, as tho he had never 
leaf nt his a^ bj c? He reckons him amongft: 
the Worft of Fools, Buzzards, Blockheads, Idi- 
ots, Changelings i and won't give him leave 
to fpeak one word in his own Defence. Ask 
him what Itevililh Herefy, Hellifli Blafphe- 
my dt is, which he thus condemns, abhors^ 
abominates? or, what facred Truth it i$ 
which he maintains, with fo much Zeal ? 
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Chap. 4. He can't tell you prefently, by reafbn of the 
L/W; diforder he is in \ but, have patience till the 
Man comes to himielf, and you fhall hear that 
it's about no fuch Trifle as perhaps you may 
imagine^ but concerning the very important 
Qpeftion, Whether it be moft proper to fey 
the Faffiion or the Shaft of a Hat ? Dilcouf fe 
this Man in^matters relating to the Gondud of 
Human Life, he's as ht to feek as the greatelt 
Idiot in nature : But ask him, whether Bein^ 
be a Genus Vnivocum with reiped toSubftance 
and Accident ? Whether Logick be an Art 
or a Science? Whether its Objeft be the 
three Opetations of the Mind, or only the 
thitd? whether there be ten Gategorys, or 
only one? Whether the Gonclufion be of 
the EflTence of a Syllogifm? Whether the 
End influences us by its real or intentional 
Eflejice ? Whether the EflTence of Good con* 
fifts in its Defirablenefs or Agreeablenefs ? 
Whether Good and the final End be reci- 
I>rocal ? Oa fuch Subjcfts as-thefe hel talk 
tiilDoomfilay : Only you mult be fure to bu« 
mour him, and let him in every thing have 
his own way, and procteed in his own me^ 
thod. 

When the Vulgar fee fuch Pedants ^% thefe 
brought upon the Stage under the name and 
notion of Learned Men, Dodors and Philo- 
Ibphers ^ they even pleafe themfelv'es in their 
own Ignorance, and prefently entertain the 
moft contemptible Thoughts in the world of 
the Liberal Sciences and all forts of Learnings 
They take a Scholar and a Fool to be two 
words differing only in Sound ^ and look upon 
Schools not as places well-provided for the 

Cure 



Digitized 



by Google 



\A J)ifcourfe of Logmnachyi. 6^ 

Care of Ignorance, bat fet up for the Bane of Chap* 4^ 
goodSenfe, and the Dcftmaion of Wit^vyVN* 
where Boys of good parts degenerate into Pe- 
dants, and Pedants into downright Fools. 

I don't deny but this Saucineis and Bofibo- 
nery of Satyrifts and Comedians ought to be 
difcountenancM and fupprefs'd : but I woa'd 
willingly know, whether they who gire 
them the occafion of ufing their Pens to no 
better purpoie^ ought to be free from Cen« 
lure. But the Poets are not the only Men 
who have had a fling at our Difouters ; old 
^ave Philofophers have exprefs'd their Diil 
like of 'em with freedom enough : ^ We dil^ 
^ pute, (ays Scnecoj with abundance of Gra-> 
^ vity, aSout the molt ridiculous Qpeftions 
^ in nature ; inftead of which, inltruft me, 
^ I beleech you, how I may attain to the 
** Perfeftion of Virtue. I don't defire to 
^ know whether Fortitude be a living Crea«' 
^ ture : but put me in mind as often as you 
<^ pleafe, and convince me bv a]} the Argu* 
^ ments you can think o£^ tnat no Creature 
^ living can be happy without it, who is not 
^ proof againft all ill Accidents, and is not 
•* prepar'd for the worft of Events." 

Ana yet, after all, I muft needs fay that 
the Vulgar have not fo much realbn to flight 
and infult the Learned Part of Mankind, as 
if wrangling about Words wereconfin'd with- 
in the Walls of the Schools and Univerfitys. 
Look abroad into the world, and you'U And 
no place free from it. 1 fljall not inftance iqi 
fome little, pitiful, pedantick Grecian Repub- 
lick : nor in King bemetritu^ who promis'd 
three hundred and fixty Buihels of Corn to one 

who 
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Cbap»4* who told him of a Barbarifm which had acci* 
Mentally flipt from him, in an Oration^ in 
^hich he acquainted the People with hi$ Li«- 
berality to the AtbtnUns. Kor do I infift 
upon critical Athens^ which, in a time of Fa- 
nlioe, woo'd not accept the Afiiftance of a 
Stranger who ofier'd to fupply them with all 
>Ieceflarys, becaufe in his Letter he had made 
ufe of a Word, which being nicely examine, 
was fuppos'd not to be jgenuine Greek. V rt- 
ther chuie to talce old Rome for an Bxampte, 
the Miftrefs of the World ; ^o glorious for 
warlike Exploits and Heroick Adions, that 
one wOuM reafonably ftippofe they fhouM 
have been a People the moft free, of any 
in the world from trifling about Words. 
Yet it's very evident, that mere Words had 
a ftrange Influence over 'em. The Pride 
and Tyranny of TanjuiH made 'em hate 
more the Name of a King, and the Nntne of 
Tarquin^ than either the Perfon or Thing- 
The Letters and Syllables of which thofe 
Words confifted, were odious to the Romans. 
.Thefe drove Tar^juin Collatine^ the Aflertor of 
their Libertys, and Expeller of their King, 
from the Confular Dignity into Banifliment. 
Thefc extorted that Oath from the "Romans^ 
That fdr the future they XQOi^d never endure any 
Mortal to he their King. They fhou'd have 
faid, They rvou*d never again permit any to he 
talPd their King. For Doinination and Sove- 
reignty went down with 'em very well, as 
long as it was call'd by another Kame. * The 
Confuls, whofe Government was fo very ac- 
ceptable to 'em, wanted nothing of the Au- 
thority, Dignity, and P6wer of Kings j only 

they 
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- they were choRnctcry Year. The.Dia:ator(3iap.4 
cord iic* indeed coiitbue in his Office longer \-/VV' 
*tbaif fis: months ; bat then as long as he 
cnj6;^*d it, no King in the world coiiM erer 
be mor^ aMbltite than he« Did they not hear 
with the Decemviri^ tho, aH other Offices- 
<eafing^ they had an*nnlitnited Regal Autho*- 
tity ? Afld what was ^Uift and C*/ir*sper* 
Jjetual piaatoHMps? Agdn, Were not the 
Ttinmviri to aQ intents and pnrpofes Kings^ 
who fliarM the Wt«rtd between 'em ? But • 
this h tot aU^ they fi^rmitted to Monarchy 
tknder ()Bd'dim ; on cotidition indeed that he 
BiOttM not cata Mnrfelf Fit^. but Prince. Sla- 
very, that Mttei*ft of all Pills, wonM g6 
dowh With "fem well enoiigh, i^ 'twas but 
gilded o*er with the Name of Liberty* They 
luffetM their Settate to Ibfe all their Autho- 
tity, being fetisfy'd well enough that there 
were foinic who were hononrM V^ith the Namt 
of ^natots* They endtftM the Arbitrary 
Tytaxmlcal Gbtetnihent txt the Trihanes j bat 
^tWas iiiidet th6 notion of their being Pa^. 
trtc^ tfao they wete nothing kfs» Fn a 
wofd, they pot their Necks tinder the feet 
notonfyor Kinfts, butolf Tyrants antLMon- 
fters •, whllft tefoling the Title of Kin^ they 
were content With that of Prince, or Jmpera-^/ 
totr ot Sfenipftron A^d had (not CdigvU or. 
jSTev^o^ bnt) even thofe eArellent Princes Au-^ 
gufim or fitm uiSirpM that Title, they had 
armM all the World agaihft ^em •, had heea 
ia thentmoft danget* oflofing. Life and Em«-* 
pire both together^ anfd ot being renderM 
odioiisto^ebteltrofterityt as was i^. jl/4/^-. 
tim Cdfk^nm^ who being condeinn'd for en- 
P 4ea?ottrt|ig 
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Ghap.4. deavoumg to play Eex^ was thrown off 
t^Wfrom the Tarpeian Rock^ arid.to fliew they 
were nojt Encmys to his Perfon only, they* 
pafs'd a Law, That none of his Family 
fliouM ever^after be call'd by his Name. So 
famous were the Romans for their Wars, not 
only with potent Kings andflouriflung States, 
but even with Letters and Syllables ! 
. You'll be miftaken, if you thinjc the Rab- 
ble and meaner Sort of People o^nly were 
# thus fuperftitious concerning Words a&d Ex- 
preffionsi the Senators and Nobility were no 
lefs. There was a Debate between the P^- 
tricians and PUbeians^ abbut the latter's being 
made capable of enjoying the Confular Dig- 
nity i which when the former faw they cou'd 
not handfomly deny, they fubmitted, if the 
latter wou*d be fatisiy'd' with the Power with- 
'out the Name, and be call'd, not Confuls, but 
^Trihuni Militnm Confular i Pot eft at Cy Colonels 
or Tribunes vetted with Confular Dignity* 

The Priefts alfo were as weak in this par- 
ticular as the People. To give an inftance: 
Before the Expulfion of the Tarauinsj fomc 
holy Rites were performed by their Rfcgs, 
after whole Abdication they thought it ne- 
cefTa^l that he who folemniz'd thofe Myfterys 
fliou'd have the fame Title : but to prevent 
all Mifchief .which might arife, not from the 
* Excefs of this Sacerdotal King's Power (for 
he. had none in Civil Affairs) but from his 
Name, left that, like a Spell, might raife the 
Devil amohgft 'em j they made him inferiour to 
the Pont'tfex MaximnSy or High-Prieft, and by 
. that means kept his Name *under the hatche?, 
. fo that it cou'd not be prejudicial to the P?o* 
plesLibertys. 
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A mighty pother too they madij to prevent Chap.4^ 
the hearing any unlucky Noife at the folemni- l/VNJ?\ 
5^ing of their Religious Rites-: Hence thole 
Exprefllons, Attend with Silence i Have a care 
what you fay : Hence their playing with Pipes, 
left any Noife (hqu'd be heard, which might 
profane the Myfterys of their Religion. Was 
not here a mighty Concern about Words ? 

Thus when they were to encounter their 
Eaemys, they took care that the Soldiers 
lhou*d be arm'd not only with Weapons^ but 
Word's and certain Ndmes. We are informed 
by L/ty and others, that when the Confuls 
call'd over the Names of. the Citizens, fit- 
ting before the General's Pavilion, or in the. 
Forum^ they were fcrupuloufly careful that 
the firfl: employ'd in the Service Ihou'd 
have a lucky Name, as f^alerius^ Salvius^ or 
Statorius. Says Thrafo^ in the Comedy, to 
Softgd i WTjat^ you Scoundrel ! do you brin£ le 
Sponge t(f fight with an Enemy i So, didn't 
tne Romans deferve Rebuke, for imagining the 
Enemy were to be beaten with Words as well 
as with Swords ? 

And are matters mended in our days ? 
Some, when they repeat the JLord's Prayer, 
will put the Pronoun Our after Father (becaufe 
'tis lb plac'd in Greek and Latin) contrary to 
the Ufe of the European living Languages. 
WhatisSoperftition, if this be not? 

And what did that Nation get by the bar- 
gain, who growing weary of their King, ex- 
chan^d him for a Tyrant (more cunning in- 
deed, but not a whit piore honeft, but much 
more mercilefs and arbitrary) who pleas'd 
fcm with thefpccious Name oi Protestor J 

F 2 How ^ 
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Chap. 4. How many are thert, who wouM rather be 
(•yx; without an Advantage (be it Riches, Learning! 
or any other Good) than without the Repata- 
tion of pofleffing it ! And many bear Poverty 
^ith a great deal of i^tiencC) who wouM be 
very angry fhoaM you call^m pdor Fellows. 
Many lubmit to the moft abjeft Services, fo 
they be fet ofF with a pretty lr«?cfc Namfe, or 
in a Nobleman's Family. Banifiiment bad 
been much eaiier to Ovid^ had he not been id- 
iiilted with the Name of Exile. And* fomc 
wouM endure the moft racking t^ain, rather 
than it fiiou'd be faid they had this or the 
other Diftemper, whofeName they don't care 
to hear mentioned. 

That endlefs Struggle for Titles of Ho* 
nour and a great Name, what is it but a Con* 
tention about Words? The great Ambition 
of the generality of Mankind, is, not really 
to be Learned, Wife, Prudent, Pious Perfons j 
but to be fo eiteem'd. Oh ! Vis a brave thing 
to be taken notice of, thoit be only by Por- 
ters and Carmen. And I'll allure you, ia 
my opinion Dem$fihtms was not a little obli^d 
to that poor liHy Woman, who wouM point at 
him as he walked the ftreets, crying, TWV 
he ^ T^ere gees the fanwus Demofthenes* 
Strange! that fuch abufinefscou'd makefach 
a Man vain and proud ! But fo it is ) Men 
, are more ftudious to fecure to themfelves a 

j^ame with their Contemporarys and with 
Pofterity, than a truly fub^antially blefled and 
glorious Immortality. Nay, fome have at- 
tained to the Madnefs of Eroftratuij they 
care not whether they be famous or intamoo^ 
if their Names, that is, the Syllables by wbidi 

they 
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they arc diftinguifliM from other People, be Chap. 4. 
In ev?ry body*s moath. l/VS^ 

The continual pains People take to acquire 
Riches, that Jdol of Mankind, is really not 
for the Thing, but the Name j not for Riches 
is ftlf^ but the Name of a Rich Man. For 
what elfe an old Mifer gets with all his hid- 
den Treafures, I catf t imagine. 

Bat 'tis deplorable, that not only private 
Pollys and Misfortunes^ but publick Mifchiefs 
arife from verbal Contentions. How many 
Wars have there been about Words ! What 
elfe are the Titles of Princes? But not to 
iniift upon that, what Rivers of Blood have 
been fpilt, how many flourifliing. Citys laid 
level with the ground, how manv fruitful 
Coantrya fpoil'd wd depopulated, for no o*** 
thet reaibn t^n to procure one vain,* rafh^ 
Uiconfiderate Man the Title of Great^ Sold^ 
or V$Roriou$! that his Name may be known 
to Pofterity, and be talk^i of in foture Ages, 
no g^eat matter whether with Refped of De- 
teftation* Tfe enough if be can iky with 
the Poet, I " * A i ^ me fiiaS mi die^ ntnr to 
th Grave de/ceftJ^'-^hutj pray. Great Sir, 
, with proiRmnd SubrnKuon, if I may be fo'bold, 
what is it of yon that Ihall not die, but be 
tranfinitted to Polterity > Whv poffibly th? 
tetters with which his $3ame is fpelt, written 
in a flatttria^ JJiftorv, or on a Marble Tomb- 
lloQCt nothing in thf; world befides. 'Tl^ 
wetf thefe Warriors have fiich knocking Ar- 
£umeittsto defend their I^£ticei otherwlf^ 
Tipateht pei*»ps venture to fa^, thit the Cau- 
lb ot spi^ay^ uie molt bloody and barbarous 
^4i;s J^IF? fee^ft ^ trifling ^ftqg^thfcr as* the 
; • F3 ' petty 
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Chap. 4. petty ridiculous WrangUogs of Pedants and 
iXWJ Grammaticafters. But with tnefe Men of 
War, feweft words are belt. 

We fee then that the Schools are not the 
only Places infefted with this fooUIh and per- 
nicious Humour bf contending about Words. 
'Twou'd be well for the world, if People of 
Condition woii'd be jcarneft' after its Cure. 
But here's the mifchiefi in this, as in moft 
other Infirniitys, we can't dilcern our own 
Weaknefs and DefJefts. We are foon fcinfiblc 
. of the Sicknefs of the Body, but ,not of the 
Mind. The reafon is, there is more Vice and 
Folly in the latter than we are willing to ac- 
knowledge Go to one of tbefe Contenders 
about Words, and inculcate ever fo much that 
common Sayi/ig, We filou^d not differ tAm 
Words^ when we are agreed in the Senje of ^em j 
and confirm it by ever fo^many Authoritys, 
and you wou?d to as good purpo^ talk to a 
Stone- Wall. Talk to 'em kindly v Neighbmsy 
perhaps feme one Word pthernAfmderflood^ moj 
eccafion aU this Difference betwixt you: They'u 
prefently think you to be a proud conceited 
Blockhead^ or a ftupid Ignoramus i if they 
happen to be.fp civil as not to teU you fo. ' 
And are you indeed fo acute a Man^ Vfi\[ they 
fay, and we and all our wife and learned Freit" 
eejfors fuch Cavillers^ who diffuted^of thefe ntM^ 
ters for many Ages with fo much Zeal I ^re d 
cui' Polemical Writings^ which have gained ts 
fuch a Reputation^ to he flighted^ under thu No' 
tion of our being all this mile enga^d with evt 
0wn Shadows f ' Now this natarauy obliges the 
Reconciler in a new Difputc, to prove the 
former Difputation a mere Logomachy j which 
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ihftead of reconciling them, makes hinvfelfChap.4,^ 
odious to both : efpecially if it be in a Reli- y'VNi 
gious Gontroverfy \ for thieft the Difputants 
. juftify their want of Humanity, by pre- 
tending to contend for the Honour of the 
Deity. \yhat)my Lord Verulam fays truly. 
That the greateft Bane and Ruin of the Vnder^ 
fimtding^ is a teener ation for ufelefs Notions-, and 
the Confecration of Errors \ may be juftly ap- 
ply'dr-to the Confecration of Logomachys ; 
They never do us more miichief, than when 
they are pretended to be written for the Ho- 
nour of God, and Service of our Country. 

Ip thiscafe they who fee. more clearly than, 
their Neighbours, and are fo well aflur'd and 
confident as to own it ^ generally undergo 
the Fate of thofe Greoian Philofophers, who 
for their nearer Approaches to the Knowledg 
of the Deity, fbrrejefting the Multiplicity of 
Gods, and the abfurd Siiperftitions of the 
Vulgar, were branded as Atbeiftical apd Pro^ 
fene. So:they who dare tb dilcover the Lo- 
gomachys of our hot-headed Difputants, are 
hated by both contending Partys j by one 
reviPd as cunning Shifters, Impoftors, De- 
ceiyers. Corrupters and Betrayers of Youth j 
by the other, reprefented as Perfons of no 
ZeaU lukewarm and indiflerent, as Shufflers, 
Traitors, Turncoats^ 'Defertefs, Falfe Bre- 
thren, or Enetays to the Church, Mifcreants, 
Atheift^, Villains, and what not ? 

' Thus are Men of Moderation and Tem- 
|)er' treated with all the Infolence and Bafenefs 
imaginable: and they are the only confcieu'^ 
tious Perfons, and zealous for the Churc|i^ 
«A(o agree «ritti their Adverfarys in nothing; 
^••* ^^ ' i? ^ ' ^ but 
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Chap. 4. bat dama all their Opioio&s, Hgbt 6t wrongs 
M^VV; ^ moaftroQS Herefysj or at Icaft leading to 
Schifm or groig Impiety ^ detjeft aU JoLera* 
tiofl^ Modetatioo, Compr^i^fioo^ mntitol 
Forbearance aqd Charity, as ao Agf eeinent cf 
Chrift with BtUal^ and a Confederacy wit)i 
the PQwer$ of Darknefs. Thefe things are 
pleafing to the People, whcf i^nd it much^ 
more agreeable to hear a preacbicr pciifrepre- 
fent aad abufe Perfons of anotbvr Sed or Qpi; 
nion/than to point or itrike at their owq 
Vices. He who can bvt Iqfitily fla^def ^nd 
revik People of 4 diflf^radt P«rfe%gp«^ ft^ft 
with hi$ foUower^.^b? an Orthodox M^ii, VQ 
warrant himvand'tho be Y^% got oqc Ver* 
tue nor good Quality in higo, no map with 
his fchifmattcal Adborfn^ (for fucib they 
are, kt '€» be of what Party ^bty will) ihaU 
he ipore jcoontsaaac^d* oncm*«ig'4, w fip^ 
plauded. 

The Jicrcafe of theft I/jgOWachys i§oft« 
owing to Endeavours to prevent 'ew. Jtor ppta«* 
ny, when they are bitngbt to fee that there's 
little Or no difference between their admir'd 
Antbors and their Adverfaryst rather tbnp 
the former fhou'd Ue under the Imj^tation <^ 
contending n^ely abon Words> will fix qnit? 
another ItrangeSf nft upon their words^ than 
the Authors thftufelves, e^yer* intended of 
thought of, 

Eficurus alErm'd out ebi«f ind hlgh?ft Goo<i 
to conflft in Pleafare* What he meant by 
this Afl^rtiont we cun^t better nnderftaildl . 
than by hia own very wor^if aa they af* rf« 
ported by JHogt^s hmtins^ lib. 10. ^ I^« n 
^ plaio caie, faya lie> that whoiJV^ makv 
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^ Pkafureto be the great eflential Ingredient Chap*4^ 
** of a happy Life, we do not anderfrand the v^NrN* 
*^ Pleafares of theLnxQrious and Lead; nor 
^ indeed any Pleafores, confider'd only as 
^^ terminated ia the Gratifieation and SatiC* 
^^ fa^ionof the Senfes, as fome ignorant ill*^ 
' *^ afieded Cavillers mifunderftahd and iiii& 
*> interpret our Meaning; But by tbe Plca- 
^^ fure wherein we conclude a happy Life 
«^ qonfifts, we mea^i qo other than that of a 
^ heaUhy Body, and an uqdiftarVd Mii^ : 
^^nce neither the ^reateft Delicacy$ aQr daia*^ 
^ ty Difhes^ pei^hcr the ri?heft Wipes nor 
^^ the molt beautiful apd charqiing Won^B-^ 
^> ^p make your lives pleafantj no, no^ 
^y thing but a rational Enjoyment of yoqr 
*> fc|ve$ in Sobriety, Temperance, and a hap- 
•^ py Breedwm from troublotisPalBops.^ 

]^w what great Impiety is there in this > 
Yet has Mpifumf been treated as ope unde*" 
fervipg tjbe Naipe of a Philofopher : and 
the very word flfafure has been generally 
* taHep in ap ill fenfe for his lake* People who 
govern th^ir Opinions merely on the Report 
of oth^s, have all along believM that EfUu^ 
ritf, tho a wife Man in jnany refpeflis, pkc'd 
the p^r^ateii: Hawinefs of human Life in a 
iiontmq'd Round o^ 3enfuality,' Luxury, and 
Lepdnefs. rhi$ Syftem of Beftiality, Ibme, 
ivho fopod it futable to their vicious IpcHv 
nations, have maintain^ \ fondly believing 
themfelves flielter'd and patroniz'd by the 
^xawple ai|4 Apthority of fo great a Philo- 
foph^. l^DBBee ffcrscrs Smm$ •ut tf fipieu* 
rasV %; and the Dsmes of Doting DpR^rs 
0f mad PkiUfifhyi tht lifoidiJIfU invint^s Md 
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Ghap. 4? Encouragers of Brutijh Pleafures^ atid the like. 

L>^V>J Hence alfo fprang the infamous Sed of the 
Epcvreans^\ who^ I confefs, don't differ in 
\Vordsonly, but indeed as far as.Eaft from 
Weft, not only from other Philofophers, 
but from Epicurus himfelf, than whom none 
were more temperate and modeft*. 

Many grievous Gontroverfys often arife 
from one unapt or incongruous Word or Ex-* 
preflion. This (hall be prefently taken no- 
tice of by the Antagonift, andwreftedto the 
worft Senfc poffible, you may afTure your 
felf: and then, no doubt, the Inferences will 
be very heinous. Now, what does the other 
in this cafe ? Truly he's alham'd to own the 
Impropriety of his Expreflion j therefore it 
rnufl: be defended right, or wrong : till from 
improper fpeaking, he runs into falfe Doc- 
trine i and rather than be thought to have 
utter'd indefenfible Words, will maintain un- 
juftifiable Opinions, of which before perhaps 
he never had one thought. For many arc 
lb crofs-grain'd, that they hate to have the 
fame Sentiments in common with their An- 
tagonifts •, whom they look upon not as Op- 
pooents, butEnemys. So that when in Judg- 
ment they arc found to agree very well, in 
\Affedionthey will differ everiaftingiy. Tho 
I muft needs fay, it fliall be very hard but 
they will find out fomething or other iil 



^ Jf any are mWmgU have a more exa^ CbaraSer of 
Epicurus tffii bkJDoSrinty in^ a little mm\ let'em anL 

thci?: 



Jult the Learned Gatakcr> Prarioquium to M. Antouit 
nnstbe Emperor^ -^r . ' ' 



Digitized 



by Google 



A Dtfcourfe of Logomachy s] 7 y 

their Adverfatys Tenets to find fault with. Chap. 4! 
notwithftanding it ihou'd happen, that*by fo ^-/VNJ 
doing they contradift not only the reft of 
Mankind, btit even their own formerly a- 
vow'd ^nd darliag Sentiments. Thus do 
Coiitroverfys ihcreafe from Nothing to Some- 
thing, from Appearances to Realitys, a^d 
fropi Trifles to Nafances both in Church and 
State. 



CHAP. 
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7d A 7>i[c(mrfe of Logmachys, 

L^>rsji — -, 

C H A P. V. 

Of the Catifes of Contending about Wbrdsy 
which are owing to the Languages. 

OUR Obfervations hitherto of the Fre- 
quency and mifchievoas Nature of Gw- 
tendiw about IVcrdsj have, I hope^ been na 
kfs {atisfadory, than they were obvioas and 
eafy. The Con&deration of its Caufes, ieems 
a more difficult Task. Here we ihall haire 
occalion for our Philofophy j not fo much of 
turning over Books, as of conlidering Men, 
and of prying and iearching diligently into 
the inmoft aiid hidden Receflesof their MindU» 
So that if nn any refped we fall ihort in 
our Enquirys, we more eafily hope for the 
Reader's Candor. 

All the Caules of Contending dhout Words 
may, I think, be reduced to two Heads: 
The Fault is either in the Languages us'd by 
the Difputants, or in the Diffutants themfelves. 
Of which in their Order. 

If there be any Dilagreement between iepa* 
rate Spirits, it's real, not apparent and feem* 
ingonly; a Difference ia Opinion andSenfe, 
and not in Words or Sounds. The reafbn is^ 
they don't communicate their Thoughts ib 
one another by Words, but either ^y the' folcf 
Motions of their Wills, or foipe other fecref 
way of Thinking to us unknown. But the 
Soul.s of Meoi in our prefent State, have no 
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immediate Comerk or Correfpondence with Cbap. 5^ 
one another, but commanicate their ThMdits vW%/ 
by the iaterveotion and mediation of the B0« 
dy; efpecially by means of Soands formM by 
diiferent Motions of the Air in the Month e 
Which Signs being in a great meafhre atM^ 
trary, are conftquently obfcure, fkllaclotis 
and nncertdn. So that we bfbpn almoft tut* 
ceflarily contend, not becanfe we have di^ 
rent Sendments from one another, but bt* 
caofe we can't dearly exprefi'em to one aiKH 
ther. 

There*$ flo Language but What hit manf 
Words, each of which fignifiesdiVetstMi^s: 
(the fame is neceflarilY to be under i!dod of 
Sentences and intire Difbourfes.) Whence it 
happens that we often underftand the'Wordi 
of thofe with whom we difpute, in a diSb^ 
tent, ibmetimes in a contrary Senie from what 
they intended. To diiTent from smother, is 
to think otherwife of the fame thine than he 
does. Now, when the lame Word is mad^ 
to fignify difierent Ideas, it comes to pafs 
that we feem to difagi^ in our Judgmetitl 
about one particular thing, when in reality 
We only have different Thoughts toiicAmiag 
difierent things fignify'd by the ikme i^ime. 

Some there are who approve, yeaeommendl 
the Exercife of Dancing ; others deteft and 
abominate it. What's the reafon of this Dif- 
ference ? Why, they are not talking of tlm 
fame thing. One by Dancing means immo- 
d^ wanton Geftures of the Body, tendiag 
to corrupt and debauch- young f eribns, as 
being Incentives to Leudnels : The other an* 
derfiands by it a hardy Exerciie of Bodv, 

deCgn^d 
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Chap. S'deCgnM to promote its Agility, Health and 
L^V\) Vigour. What wonder is it if in this Cafe 
Perfons dilagree ? : 

The Ambiguity of Word? is very obvious : 
What an inexhaafted Fountain of verbal Con- 
tentions they are, is not fo eafy to conceive ; 
equivocal Words and dubious Exprefllons be- 
ing without number, and beyond compre- 
henfion. The Hebrews make the fame word to 
iignify not only different, but contrary things. 
Look but into Lexicons, Concordances, and In- 
dexes of Books, and you'll foon find that al- 
molt all Forms of fpeaking, Nouns, Verbs^ 
yea Particles of Speech, fignify differently, 
in divers Authors perhaps : Yes, in the very 
lame, and in the, fame Page. - Of thefe the 
moft remarkable are taken notice of by every, 
attentive Reader ; but the more fmall, fubtile 
and minute are overlook'd, or difregarded. 
^ that I can't fee that ChryfipfusAhe Stoick 
talk'd much without Book, when he faid, 
there was no Word but what was ambiguous, 
apd had a doubtful uncertain meaning. Dio- 
darns Grams indeed oppofes him, and fays no 
Word is ambiguous : But his Reafons for it 
are the mereft trifling about Words you 
can meet with, as. you. may fee if you 
confult A. GeUiuSj Noil. Attic d^ lib. ii. caf. 
12. Chryfippus publiih'd his Opinion in hi$ 
Books of Ambiguitysj mentioned by Diogenes 
Laertiusy lib. 7. which will not look fo much 
like a Paradox to thofe vCho obferve what an 
^moft infinite multitude of Conceptions or 
Ideas there are in mens Minds, and how com^- 
Paratively few yrords we have to exprefs them 
oy. We mult note farther, that in order to 
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a Word's not being equivocally us*d by one Chap. 5. 
or divers Authors^ it's not fufEcient that it ^>VNJ! 
take in one, or many, or the greatcft part of 
the Branches of the Idea for which it ftands^ 
but it mult comprehend all. If the minuteft 
Tittle be added to, or taken from its :Sigmfi- 
cation, 'twill create a Difference in the Idea ; 
whence will unavoidably follow a Diyerfity 
of Judgment. To give an Inftadce; By a 
Tree, I mean a Bodyexifting by itfelf, ex- 
tendefl,' living and growing by a due recep- 
tion of Nutriment*, confifting of a Root, 
Trunk, Branches, Boughs and Leaves* Now, 
if any takes from this Idea the Conception 
of Leaves, or adds to it that of Fruit, tho 
in aU other matters he agree with ine ; yet 
we may talk from Jum.to J^^^ry before we 
intirely agree concerning the Propertys of this 
Objeft ot our Thoughts. 

Another thing to be confider'd is. That 
\V6rds.came to be^ made ufe of by Men as 
Si^ns of their Ideas i not tiAturaBy^ but by 
'vUuntary Imfofition and tacit Confept \ and was 
jrather the Effed of Chance, than of Goun- 
fel and Defign: So that there's no natural 
Connexion between certain articulate Sounds, 
and the Ideas which they reprefent and Jig-» 
nify. Now it's incredible that all, who ufe 
the lame Language, Ihou'd fo exadly agree in 
the ilgnification of thefe arbitrary Signs,, as 
to have the very fame Idea always reprer 
fented in its. full Latitude, without Increafe, 
Diminution or Alteration, by the fame word- 
It's rather to be admir'd that we agree in the 
fienification of fo many Words as we do \ 
cfpecially conlidering that we can't fo much 

as 



Digitized 



by Google 



So A Vifcourfe of Logprnachys. 

C3iap. 5* as teftify our Agreement without the a(e pt 
'Words, which are alio of aa uncertain figni- 
fication. 

Another Inconrcnience is, that we many 
times khdw Utter what we underltand by 
this or the other Word, than we are al4e ia 
Words eteariy to exprefs. This oftea hap^ 
peus even to the moft Eloquent, ieQ>eciaUy 
when they are fpeaking of the numerons, and 
almoftifnj^ceptible variety of ourThfOHgbts, 
and uAiver&lIy of thofe things which w^ 
don't fo much diftin^uifb by d dter I<fea^ ^ 
by Senfe, and the imtnediate Apprehen&oii 
tad Coiirci6drntfs of our Min^. I tery wetf* 
luiow, for iaftance, what it is to have a cleat 
Idea of this or that } and clearly perceive 
and am confciousof the Light and InftrudtoA 
my Mind receives from fbch an Idea* 8ut 
when I come to deleribe this Operation or 
Condition (or What you pleaieto call it) of 
the Mind to another, I tnuft con$e& I am ata 
lofs. t am v^ry tonfijous too When my Miinl 
Mb tbk 6t that defit^Me Good ; bicit what 
it is t9 ii>m^ I caanbt To t^iiy e^cplain* I 
find my Ifelf very differently affeaed When 1 
taOeany thing that^sfweet,.ftx>m What I ahi 
when I eat that Which HXo^t or bitter^ I 
conftKind tidt, theit Ideas in my Mind s but tA 
defcribe fheit: DiiTereiice in Words, I cannot 
find ib eaiy a Task. The fame may be laid 
of a beautiful Face j the Regularity, Propor- 
tion and Symmetry of Buildings 5 the Comeli- 
ftefs of Gefture, the Gracefulnefs of Speech 
iind Adion, the exquifite Curiofity of^ Pic- 
tures^ the Antiquity of Writings and an:- 
tieiit ftfpaufiieats, the Divtrlity of Soonds, 

' tha 
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theii^lediou$ HattaQ»y. of i^^vik^j^Vpc^} md Ch^p-^^. 
laftniiSi^Wital, and- n]th«^v4ifrerien)C^, d^ $tik.>i<VNJ. 
Minfhaff^ a true ^jw^nifery^ apsi^^^e- Jadg- 
iijient ia thefe Mattewi, who y^^vca? ^iiardiy 
rerid^r an * inteHigible li^e^fao tfj^pthw why 
they j»^ thus, landnpt otherwift- Tjue 
Reaifbn is, they do;i't><S?rm a. judgfljent by 
affy'fet Rules, PriiJ6i|)J;esor.Max|pSi/bsui by 
an ioward FeeUiig ipd , Percoptifti> <>f th^r 
Minds. TEMT makes us difierefljtlyi,aft^a€d 
at the fight of a beautiful Damiel, and a 
homely Dowdy ^ of a Gentleman, and a 
Clown J with the hearing of Harmony and 
Difcord, and with the reading of Cicjcro^s 
Epiftles and PUncush. So I have ften Anti- 
quary s. very nicely diftinguilhtrue Meda|sanjl 
antient Coins, from thofe which w^jre poun-* 
terfeit, whocouM preftribe nq Rul^jJ^for; do-' 
ing this either for th^mfejves or qth^v^^ilt^Y 
have a certain Tafte or ReUfli of Antiquity aq- 
quir'd by Ufeand Cultom, by mean^of which 
they are always diflferently afFefted, th^y can't 
eafily tell you how, at the fight pf a truly 
antient Coin, and one that's not fo, b«t fup- 
pofititious or modern. 

Hence it is, that when we read the antient 
Rhetoricians and Orators, we don't alv^ays 
fully comprehend their Meaning: GVcr^.dif- 
tinguHhes the vehement and eafneft Stik pf 
Dcfmfibenes^ from the fwtet, gentle, . and 
flowing manner of fpeakiogi, in which fheo:^ 
fhrafius^ and Dttrntrius Phalartus excell'd* 
Kowhe who has not. the fame nice Tafte as 
Cicero bad, may read his Words without be* 
log ifluchthe wifer* The fame may he faid, 
whenfpeaking of the A^on of an QrStor, 
G he 



Digitized 



by Google 



it A Difcourfe ofLogomdchys. 

Chap.5.1\c rt{yrefents it zsadmirMe^ fuUof Spirit 4ni 
^^'VX) rig0ur^ fuH 0f Truths and withota AffeB^iiiim^ 
full of Grief : As alfo when the Atith6r of the 
Books to Hertnnius^ diftinguilhes Orations in- 
to t\it Magnificent^ Middlin^^ and Mean i or 
when L^nginus difputes ott^tSuUime^ and 
Hermogenes of his Ideas. '""* '\ ' 

All \Vords, denoting our Senfations of Im-/ 
preflionsfrom outward Objeds, are very c- 
quiv<Kal arid ambiguous : One, for inftancc, 
lays Honey is fweeti the other deny sit, and 
fays it's bitter. Here is now a real Difagrce- 
ment, if by Sweet iand Bitter they both mean 
alike. Yet who knows but the fame Objeft 
may in two Perfons caufe different Senfa- 
tions? The wordSipeer is ambiguous: Eve^y 
one underftands by it that which is gratefiil 
and pleafant to his own Palate. State the 
Co6troverfy aright, and reduce it to thefe two 
Propofitions : TheTafteof Honey is grateful 
to Peter^ the Tafte of Honey is unpleafant 
to Paul i and the Controverfy will be at an 
end, and fo wou'd many more : there being 
muliitudes in which inhere , is no greater Op- 
pofition than in this, which notwithftanding 
have beencarry'd on with much Bitternefsand 
Animofity. ^ 

We faid above, ^hat even eloquent Perlbns 
were fometimes at a lofs to deliver their 
Thoughts in clear arid proper Expreflionsi 
the Vulgar are fo almoft always. There's no 
body fo ignorant, as not to know a Globe 
from a Cylinder, or other Figure j but ask a 
Plowman to tell you what a Globe is, and 
you'll ttial:^ him ftare upon you. He knovirs 
it wlfenhe fees it^ but can't define it 5 and 
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yet by fcch Men as thefe, and not by Pbild- Chap. 5; 
Ibplierfey were our Languages invented : Ko -/V"NJ? 
wonder- thdn there was fo little Accuracy ob- 
ferv'd' iii adjufiliqg the fignification of patti* 
cular Woi'ds.* 

Bdt^ belides thdfe Words which fignify 
ibmetin;ies one thing, and fometinles another^ 
there are others which are made to compre- 
hend in their fignification things of a difie^ 
rent, ye^ oftentimes of an oppofite nature^ 
every time they are made ufc ot To give a 
few Inftances out of many : By the word 
Scnfi^vc fignify'd to us things of as different 
a nature as may be. We underftand by it 
vulgarly and generally both the Parts and 
Motions of the Body, and the Facultys and 
Thoughts of the Scnil \ and confound thefe 
in our Thoughts, as if there were no difie* 
rence between them, and they were the very 
fclf-fatrie thing* 

The fame may be (aid of the various kinds 
df Senfations, Affedions, adive and pailive 
Qualitys^as they are call'd. The names of all^ 
or the greateft part of them, ftand for as con- 
trary Ideas ^s thofe of Body and Spirit* ' 
The word Sfirit is of this number. Thefe 
properly fignify Wind or a Breathy but are 
iiow .generally us'd to fignify to us a think-' 
ing Subfliance V becaufe, no doubt, they 
thought more fubtle thin Matter, fuch as J^r^ 
to be more a-kin to a thinking^ Subftance 
than Matter, whicjh is more thick, grofs, dull 
andlumpifii. Thus we confound the Idea of 
a thinking Subftance with a Blafl: of Air, or 
Fireof fomefoch material SubftaiAe \ which 
being, as we apprehend, the Matter difpcrs'd . 
G 2 thro 
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64 J^ "Diftowfk 6f Logomachysl 

ehap.5. thto the whole Bo4yr at the feme tiipe un» 
(;y^^>j derftands and wills, feparates the Bxcrements 
from the Food, prepares the Btoodv and 
difFafes it throughput aJl iheMeiabers of the 
Bodyi warms the Heart, moves the Lungs, 
caufes the Pulfe of fhe/Arterys, the Motion 
of all the Limbs and Members of th^/.podyt 
and. what not ? ' ' ; . 

Figurative Words and Exprefliofts ape fel- 
doni us'd by Difputantsf without occafion- 
ing verbal Contentions, * If you deny Brutes 
tohavcSenfe, fome PeoJ)lewouM immediate- 
ly take it for granted, that yon deprive tj^em 
not Qnlyof all Thought, but of all the Mo- 
tions and AfFedions of Body, abd the Ufe of 
their Members j in a word, of every thing 
which they comprehejoid in their ina>ilfiftent9 
felf-repugnant Notionof Senfe. If fuch will 
fight with Ihadows, who can help it ? 

I remember heretofore I was gqilty.of this 
trifling about Words in the following In* 
ftance. I judg'd the End, or Bounds, or 
Limits of a Body to be a mere Negation, 
and; not the Exiftcnce of the extreme or 
outermoft Extenfion of a Body. Notwith- 
ftanding the contrary Sentiments of many 
eminent Philofophers^ I, like the reft of the 
World, was very ftifF in i^y Opinioa, be- 
lieving nothing to be moVe evident. At 
length, upon cooler Thoughts, I found 'twas 
a mere Logomachy. 
The word End was us'd by my Antago- 
^ nifts in a more large and comprehenfivc fenfc 
than 'twas by m)e i I meant no more by it 
than the Extreniity of the Parts of a Body : 
They, befides this, meant the extreme Parts 

themfelves. 
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them&lve^ at leaft the outward Surface. Chap. 5^ 
Others, ^dded to this* the Figure made by^>^VV 
the ^diflwent Pofition and Situation , of the 
Parts) fo^that, in their Senfe, the End of a 
Bodjnjyiioretliana mere'Kegation : I grant, 
in miflrc lt?ii ^fg, and no more. 

To Ai^ putpoft fpedks the excellent Lord 

Sacan ; ♦* >Tlilngs, fays he^ having their DeAugm. 

^* N^eft given them by the Vulgar^ are re- Sclent. 

^ prefent^d- to as, and diftinguifh'd fronl^-5. c. 4. 

**^. one anoti^r fay thofe Names, according to 

^ thcit Goaceptions and 'Apprehenfions ; S> 

" that rWl«ft^ a Mot^ accwate Underftand- 

*• ingj or more diligent pbfervatioa, brings 

*' ThifigSf :iiit<J a cltarer Lij^ht, without 

** great Ciution, Wotds will fnterpofe and 

^ obj(aii^^them,;ajid giveusa great dear of 

♦* Trouble in our Bnjjuirys after tJieTroith. 

^ In this" cafe : Definitionsjf confifting like- 

^ wMe of^ Words, iton't do us all tfefe Kind- 

*^ nefe:we Ijiight reafonably defire. And tfeo 

** indeed we njay think *^ are Matters of our 

** Word^ and *tis eafy'to^ fay we ought to 

H fp^k^ with the Vulgat*,^ - ^nd think with 

** the Wife i yet ftill the I^elufions and Lfeger- 

^ xJemain o§ Words wfll feduce and miflead us : 

9^ rrhcy wiffincumbei^andantangtetheXJnde'r- 

*^ ftandiiig •, and' (unkft we be very carefun 

** retbirt upon it thofe Prejudices and falie 

** Notions, which at firft were imprinted Qft 

*^ it tiytheir means.'*^ ^ - * 

Tp proceed i verbal Contentions are not 
caus'd only by one Word's fignifying many 
thin^, but by many Word^ being us'd to 
fignlfy the lame thing, or by the fame things 
being caU'd by different Names. People may 
G 3 7 have 
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Chap. 5. ha ve-a different way of cxpreflSng Jihcmlelvcs, 
'i>V>J who have the fame Sentimcarti , and Opir 
nioiis^ difierent Words having fl9ahy[>limes 
the fame fignification. Tho we incarit ^ >mttL- 
titude of Words to exprefs all our Idoas^ we 
have yet many Words to ej^prefS.tbeJfame 
Idea. Nor is this ftrang€i if we ioonilder, 
• that a Nation is eompos'd.bf Cltys^ ithcfc 
of Familys., every: one of vrhicb doa'tfeil » 
bring the Words and JBxpreffioffis; peciSiar tt) 
themfclyes before their Confedewcy and 
Union, into the Language commm iq thett 
all. This muft needs create Variety, j wiich 
is incrpas'd alfo by Travel, Comi»erpe> by 
Chance, and the Love of Noyefty, aid ;tht 
jrkfom Tedioufnefs of repeating: tbe^ fame 
Words every time we are upon the ftmfeSubi 
jed. Befides, therp'^ no Artificer^oflr; Traded 
man, but what b*s Words. puculiari to tfceir 
Craft and ProfefTiOn i not always ' of Ncceffi* 
ty, ibgft Vanity: li^e our Huntffnett,> who 
value th^mfelves at no fmall rate, when 
they, have once attained to that noble. Accom- 
plifliment of theirs, the ingenious. Art of 
fycaUngjy^' Language. 
• So that there is no City, nay fcarte ii 
Country Town, Village^ or indee* FaiUiiy, 
^hich has not Words or Phrafes peculiar td 
tbemfelves, And ev^ry one takes a liberty, 
:^h^n one Word does not prefently occur, 
to ufe another of the fame fignification. 
Eminent Perfons, arp imitated in. their parti* 
f ular inanner pf pxprelTing themfelves, cfr 
pecially Princes, , and Gr^at Men,' Hence 
fprings the vaft Difference betwixt the Lan- 
guage of the ^Qurt and qouptryi tbe grejit 
^ ' ' ' " . ' ' Choice 

5dbyGoog^Ie 
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Choke aid Ghairfgcs 6f Words^ the reviving CJrf^^'P 
thofe which have been fpr a lon^^titBr* dbfi>-*-^^'V>J» 
kte, the difufing the modern, ' ^nd -the 
eoihing of new ones. Hence nttcBktily arifes 
Plenty of fynonymous Exprelfionsi which 
0?atorsv Rhetoriciahs-and Poets have done 
what they can to increafe ; fo that having a 
makitude of Words of the fame fignifica- 
tion, they may beautify th^ir Stik with va- 
riety <^ £xpref&orns,> add not tire their An- 
tlifors, by always kadiiijg them in the fame 
dull Road. 

Withthofe Words whidi are of the fime 
fignification, we cifren confeund thofe which 
are not. The Antients^ Li^fius tells «s, dif- 
tihgiii(h*d Cfjj/i/ ft6mG4lea^^ the 'former iigni* 
fying ah Helmet made of a Plate of Iron, or 
fomc fach Metal ^ the latter of the Hide of 
a Bealt : So Ovpeu^ fignify'd a round Bockler, 
Scutum ^x^ obiong one. But how ^ften did 
botli ' the Antients^ and Moderns ufe thefe 
Worirdsexa&ly in' the fame figniticatioiif), tho 
they had diltind Notbns of the Things fig-^ 
nify'd by thofe Words'? Logicians indeed 
diftinguilh betwixt Science^ Ofinian^ and Fdith\ 
but the Vulgar^ many of them, uft thefe 
Words in the fame fenfe. jigeUius x€A% ns; • 
thlEit Prs^a lignifies the Things or C^oodsthem"* 
felvesr taken from the Enemy ^ and that by 
'M^mubi^i we are to underftand the Mony for 
which they were^bld- But Nmiust/d\% m 
another Story, aod jifeonius explains the 
Words diiSerently from them both -, and Ibme 
made no manner of diftindion between them, 
but us'd them exadly in the fame fenfe, as 
JigeUius himfelf confefies. Sometimes Men 
G 4 don't: 
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i/VN; tfe^fijsifflifSjtheyidp. : sCVpwiwas tQftjti&^rgT^ly 

«:t}ua|i«tiEd ..wifb .allG#ierSobtletySf(9f ^tte 

fefl^rttie* ftfi,hk Wt>rds^.{hat l|a4 thejjcoofirr 
deiiffetojr^Qacfe bim-Ottltl^s accouBrt:, ift ^Im 

W^'td^rifigflify jtbiflgg^/«fi a^ najturfi' : thorVfjofe 
the very lame, yet very much akinor-^Jifepfi 
tfeiln^rtPffe) ^ft4 trivia ..UJiffereflce^r ip. j t^jeir 

, ffify'^Mi ?t3H§ir;Mmds^.t^t«jiiiot-aJway^.^}»l^ 
flte|}fiej©foi«bVthe BooJb of Writera, v^i:y.i5€T 

tliatrttatee\JJitine$j Lawyers apd. PfeyfiQ^s^ 
btodji&^cfeinmut:'4 tojiedreS the Qrifvaw^f 
is^ i?®dteojtti^r iiyiresfon^ipf th^; j^^^ 

i«> ttbgfUrtflgi^fee V fe^Yfitwiroduc'd ^ a wigbty 
Chiage aad Altief at^aUnto them : For^wi^n 
tUeyrpbfejy'd m(5r«iMit9rJ)9J:oatain'd iniji^tiR 
edje^atei Iftea of jthQfef.tbirigs, whi^b.wfiirf 
the iiTb)ea^'^'Xheir Gaattrnplation^ thagtbjc 
Vulgair.he^dedvOr icfvpi^took the leaft no$icj 
of i; aJQd ,diftingui(h'd fiiaay things^ which 
wer^ icoflfouh^ed in. the Minds of t^? com^ 
inoaiEteoj)^^ to whom we .ordinarily owe .th^ 
Language V they w6rfe coijapel'd t^ coin ma- 
ny Jle^W^ords, toaltpr.ithcf figoification of 
(hole- whi(A were feady made to their hand^, 
made fome to fignify.ina more inlafg'd, o-. 
• thers in a more narrow .coiifiaMSenft.lJian 
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thfly 4«i before j :4^rrtia^d the Senfe , of Ghaprjjj 
foisei :{^ad .djifl:iiiguilj^d. filbert; So that the \^r^ 
Mugmfigejof thf L^rned, aad th«; of th« 
cCi«i|«e* fteopte l«C»^ ; tbit 

^n$te ifefiper bciag terdly intelligible to the 
laitwr^r and this w^si^BQthibc occalkw tf mif 
ny Ck>iit$ftti(W»aboiil Jftfwds.' Maby itcijre^ 
jiTRheadedrras dil^DCiDguiigidnftithe Princl- 
lAw^cffi^ Science, :fof 49 other Rtafon than 
bfca<iifeiht4s not thorotely inftruftedin the 
linage jaad Terms ^ ^^A^osMl^y its Pro* 

,: Jt^ :itckQft'4: a^greatct Accomptiftniciit to 
kadwjWh^PbUpfopher$.baiYefaid^ l^hatt vfa^t 
'1«il^r&i«o.v))ave;th^bt^. Hod do ftUl thildc : 
A^:ii»8f JeciplA .ar«iJookMjBpott with conip 
liJBipt byrthc PWlof^ not, Ipr having 
Opit^item^dlflferentfrdiaii, theirs, bw for not 
ptjjri^flipgfil)?»^V(S$^*:c&rding to Art j when 
ttot/(^Qe /Seftjof Pbitej0{*ers can agree with 
anol^errftnithechwcpofithhfe Terms of Art*, 
aboRi^.whicb, they laakefo mtieh ado. Nay, 
PWIofe|*iers of tJke {faiue Seflt ^an haixily 
fometime^ rightly hit iMic another's Senfe: 
for th^y. don't, like thfclVlathematicians, tell 
US lA what determtoiate Senle they ufe, this 
px the other Wotd, hjT exad DeSnitions ; 
and perhaps Ihou'd they, attempt it, their De- 
finitions wou'd want n«w Uefcriptions. This 
is not alii it often bappens\that the fame 
Philofopher ufes the fame W^d fianetimcs 
in a phil^ftiphical, at other tiroes in the tul- 
gar Sen fe. Hence arife perpetualLogomachys 
between the common People and Philofophers, 
between Philofophers of different wfts,. , and 
Aot feldom of the fame. 

George 
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Ch^p. i* Giwge Calixtiis^ ifi bis jackment koxetmng 
L/vS;the Ciontroverfys between UitLtttherdni am 
Jteform^Jj fpeaking of thdft verbal Alterca- 
tions, which have their rife from ^liilofbphi- 
caHnd Theological Terms and £jtptrefli6ns, 
fays, ^^ It*s an eafy hiatter to mifuttderftand 
^ and misapply thtrir^ fince the Sciences are 
^ taught Rafter a new Methodi that of ^R4- 
^ nius^ Who has partly laid .alidethoie Terms 
^ of Arti and thbfe wHfch he hds ftiH^re- 
** tain'd, are otberWifo juaderffo^d thaiLthey 
•* were by the Antients : fo that the genera* 
** lityof People linderftand them liot at all, 
*♦ or inaA ^tiufiial and repughant Senfe.** I 
Ihfttt doiicfede this Chapter with ttierwbtds of 
&ifbeip '- Gduffetty in Difftru A* NkL-^ed. 
*y Jirlptle^ fays he;jdiv5dcsthe Caiifes Into'the 
^' Materiatj Format, SfB(iient and FhitiV^ 
** the Efficient Ctaife into tfie'PrdcSitaraick, 
'* Proegqmefiick, MiJ Jnftruttiental. i Verf well 
f* fcr the Dmncsl * BQt^klas, for the poor 
** Diftindiotts! they iOhre been fufficiently 
^^ tottar'd^ and drag'd -head and &oalders 
*' into every Page of the Syftem, whether 
" the IVfatter requir-M, or indeed woo^d beai 
*' it, orno: So that by thefe their laudkblc 
^* BndeaVotirs, inftead of ope Controverfyi 
*^ wehadrjjrefently^fix or leven, which had 
** never been thonght of but for thcfe Diftittc* 
** tions. Thefe haye brought Wrangli ng-and 
"Contention intofaftionj and for any thing 
t^^ I cad fee, they are like tp cpntinue fo.V 
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the l^anHsfifr the .DifputantSy and firft 
insi^Hhofe phoexfrep their Sentiments 

f;>TrC>^W Jarthe of Ungaagts have ' 

J^lK^'bctafioQ'd: Cohtentions about Words, 
fik^ been ^already/ confidcr'd j how far the 
Dil)^*tciatft tbebfeltes have contributed to 
itefift, ' we cbiliefno*^ to exatfiiAci and they 
ftte/'we^ali'findi ^eli)ODdent and Oppo- 
»eiit Wth to blai^e:': Ode' for not jprojpiofinjs 
Mt^'dptmon clearl^^ and the other for hot 
taiifig it right*. The former, of *hom we 
flttfll ireat in: thiis (Sbapterj is too often guiil- 
tf p£' bbfotre Words,^ and iAtri<^te Exprief- 

c -'^tiis in fomels an ^eded Paiik^ ^ i o bthers, 
affld/thofe very -great Genius^ it's perfedly 
ifrfejuntafy } tbcrjTicatft expr«ffs tfcemfelves 
clearly: Thfly theaifelves readily arid eafily 
apJ[)Wiency«g' oihet Authors dark Writings, 
iw tttb apt to tliinjc that other Readers can 
d(^the likevot'4;ak0it for granted there's no 
Obfcurity'in cbersiatter, becaufe they can 
find none. I with foch wouM take ^ more no- 
tice of i^*t«?iai;iVeJjccaent Precept : He 
charges his Oratorito make it his great care^ 
^ot that bis AhJUtM iHiy nnderfiand him^ butX,.d. c.2^ 
^hat ikiy inayn^t -fofAiy f^^^ ! ' 
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ChaP'^i Some think, if they themfelves underftand 
te/VV the i r o wn meaaingi th^t o f confeqacnce o^ 
thers muft alfo ; and therefore lometimes 
leave out iov^ffJoxA oj Ekplics^ion, with- 
out which thfe reft is nnratenfeiMe 5 not con-» 
fidering that tho theApthpr himfelf .<^n ea^ 
fily fupply tlie Defeat hi^ oW iHin4'4* 

Ws Rfi^^?t§ 4f?)p9.^2^Uv<;o«^i^resi^^ c^ 

. are of Opinion trulyi ths^t ^leir ^^aders are 
altogether as attentivr^'^^the petiiai (if %eir 
Writings, as they themfelves were at the 
compQ^Ag th^m*: iBat^tblis ^'€oj^e^ f{yn» 
ing pniyjfrQm Self-l^QTPiancfca.foodBiigt 
that Qlfh^?. jthink ^ai Wghly^ [ of us : aod «wf 
Perfprniaqcwasweo«rf§lf«J^d9si^ SomwifflCl 
th?, :WQr:d^ aaJeiB-apbtt:'^ a^il^e M?H»{1 
contii^'dj^MWhiqbl muft J5^4^. dintfe Ohfcarity 5 
aotbi^j.ptief^rYWgttePe^fpicdity of* i>i£* 
coijrlf,:nv>r!^;than d«l?' qfeftr^lng RegJiferity 
aa4 Or^pR. 1 This we oft*a faihcfj^? by inofcibe-^ 
ing eq^igb .^tentUe^ [tutsSi bjtj ftfTeriiig mt 
Thoughts jto if Mibk ito^rftj: WomtheSuIqe^ 
we were upon. Sometimes, efpecially in.psbrt 
li6k 'I>iQ?nt«ftt|0flS, wejftoto^too^iftucai^ W 
^d begin ^ a Senteiic^ bi?foi?e \we ; havd \ i*eli 
^onfidfiyvj ihow toj mafce; ait; end <rf it ;. .Xh« 
H^t.ow&Iwdrisin,/4gftroyi it$ Light,' a&d 
hinders it from; perceivlogtbe ^ proper:.<>r4w 
in which itpught to range its Xhwgbftsta^ 
Wordji andiConfafioji jii tte one neceflirily 
breeds Confufipa ipjtfee. QthiV> D^s C^m^ 
. was not altogether in rth&^rong,. when he 
laid, *^ Thattbe^catjQ^aUficationreqiiifitie 
^^ for adQraedr^; next tQbistfKCcBiag in Jodg-n 
^, , : " ijient, wis an Ability o«.dfl oca(ioo$ ta. 
*^ difpofehis Thoughts ia fof afy aod A^lurjgil 
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phcT had made thlstbe QpiU^^iofi of a 
pofto^ or Teacher, than of in.prator. 
Fornmny times aa. abrupt Sentence,, whofe 
Farts ^re imcne^hodtcal and almoft incoherent, 
niove the Falfioas, iamd petfua^^tn^ej &rci- 
I4y than a regular wcU-t^rn'd Period.^ witnefi 
ih»t tine of Flr^U ipok^n by M/w^ ' 

Me J me 7 fmberey who did it : hU metheni 

Sometioies the Ohfoirity we find in Books, 
is plainly the Effed of the Dimnefs of the 
Authors Underftanding .; who oftentimes^ 
ty endeavouring ta outdo themfelves, think 
confiifedly, and talk unintelligibly ^ and by 
ftriviog to raife their Thoughts a little higher 
than ordinary, many times perfedly loie nght 
of them. We often complain we have not 
Words to explain our Thoughts, before we 
have well conlider'd the Mattery for asZ/b- 
r^c^fays. 

We cMf^t weU mifsef Words to explicate jy^ j^^^ 
'things we weUunderfiand' Poetica. 

'^ And there are fopie in the World, and not 
a few, who talk at random they know not 
iwhati either 'babbling about Chinur^s^ or 
prating about things beyond the ftretch of 
Haman Underftanding ; and if thele can be 
vnderftood, it's ftrange to me. Many of this 
£>rt of Gentlemen 70U may find amc^i^ our 
Difputants, who refkou it a piece of Honour 

to 
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Chap* 6* to ftand their groond, right tor wrong. The 
c/VV Rcfoondent truly is to defend his Thdis : but 
perhaps it^s indefenfible. That's ndthingi 
he mint defend it. Bat he has not on6 fata-» 
ble w6rd left to urge in its defence : AB this 
won't excufe him, he thinks ^ he mult hold 
on, if it be from Jme to January^ till his Op^ 
ponent b6 fo civil to him, or fo merciful xa 
himfelf, as to be filent. If for the prefent he 
has lolt the ufe of his Underftanding; his 
Adverfary fliall know he has not loft the ufe 
of his Tongue. 'Tis the very fame Cafe 
with the , Opponent : Tho he be ever ft 
well fatisfy'd of the Troth of wh^t he op- 
pofes, he muft not pfefently Jay down the 
Cudgel. No, that's dlfliohourable for a Man 
of his Parts. H6 muft talk on, tho he has 
not one word to ofier that fo much as looks 
like a tolerable Reafon for his ttflent^ Aftd^ 
Some of our Learned Gentlemen, evea 
when they are engag'd in thefe Difpates, 
will gravely and formally delivet fublimc 
Nonfenfe, unintelligible Cant, fenQefs Jar- 
gon, merely to ftun their Hearers or* Rea- 
ders ; and to poffefs 'em with a conceit, hovr 
much thefe great DoSors underftand nlore 
than they, poor Souls ! do. Thefe Dons are 
not of Crajfm^% mind in Cktra^ who fays, 
" That the Orator who talks atK)ut what he 
*^ does hot well underftahd, can make a Dif* 
•' courfe fit for nothing but to be laugh'd 
** at. Por, fays he, what can be more like 
*' Frcniy, Dotage, or iMftraftion, than to 
** pretend to impofe upon People with t 
** parcel of fine words, dndeed^ taken apartj 
** but-whlehf wheh *ptrt- together, have nei- 
'** ther Senfe nor Meaning ? 

Ouf 
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Oar Learned Philbfop^iers Imve in all Ages Chap. tf«^ 
(I am not fo well read as to tell you hy what t/VN* 
Patent) eo^oy'd the Liberty of nonfenfical— ^ 
no^ unintelligible Words, to conceal their 
Meaning perhaps *, or to fpeak a bold word 
for once, to make themfelves feem to fay 
ibmething, when indeed they £iy nothing* 
Ask a Philofopher the reafon why theLoad« 
ftonc attrads Iron ? Twou'd be nafeemly 
and aukward for a Man of his Cbarader to 
profefs his Ignorance, or ftand ftill and lay 
nothing : And Til warrant him, h^% too moch 
a Man to take up widi that vulgar, poor- 
fpirited, pitiful Expreffion, Ican^t ttU. No, 
no 'j he knows better things. As (bon as he 
has ftrok'd his Beard, and compost his G)un* 
tenance, you Ihall hear him— —Pray be at- 
tentive. " The Caufe, fays he, of this molt 
** furprizing Pb<rnomenon in Nature, is the 
** fubfiantial Form of the Loadftone : which, 
" becaufe it is (to the great detriment of 
** Natural Philofophy) together with all o- 
*' ther fubftantial Forms, utterly unknown, 
^ unlefs it be that they are of an adive na* 
•^ ture i we mult endeavour to underftand it 
** by its Quality. Now its Quality is not a 
" prime Quality^ fince it does not immediate- 
" ly flow froffli t\it Elementary Form. It's 
** therefore a fecandary Q^aRty^ arifing froni 
** the Form of a mixt Body. Now, Quality 5 
^ are either apparem or occult. And thefe 
** latter are divided into Sympathys and Anti^ 
" pathys. This fccondary Quality of the Load- 
** (tone, is to be reckon'd amongft the Occult 
i^alitys'^ the attra£liveTower Yfhxch Yic Rnd 
in it, being a Species of thofe Sympathys 

*' which 
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li^-y^^ Who woq'd4fl!agiac imttbait fcdi woridj^ tt 
thefc, pronpunifd with a! g|f$veaiid.m9@ifl^ 
rial Air, muft n?ed^ -cwitalii foiM fublimc 
myftierfeMWi Seflfe? . Yet if ryom ex^rmS^ 'iot, 
you'tt:fi»d ^^m to be a 'Swjid ivitfaqut Seafe. 
And yo¥ tgiay almoft.wiittttC to fay of the 
Pbilofopher .trhat ^/"^p^slFox did of the Sta- 
tue: fheCfitiflfmsn.has aitftry fitft Bt^d^ fi 
0ifu$f€ iyau ; Mt ^hit mixfiScttm isr I cm fini m 
BhiiHs. Evety oie eo^fiaHcs, who knows the 
difieroflce betwtieil Sj^rk nvABodu that Spi- 
rits are faid to be^ m a. place after ai^otber 
manner thab Bodys are. Ask the Scbooltnea 
thedi^inee, tbey'l tell you in the twinkling 
of an ey^, ttet Podys ar^ in a place drcum^ 
fcrifttvily, but Sp\tit%Mfimtively. If you 
can reinepber thefe twg hard words, ask 
'em the meaning of 'em, ajad you'li)e juft as 
wife as. you was befiwre. Others win have 
Spirits not to be ##» ^ f(ace^ but to be ftme* 
wherf. Ask 'em the diference betvfeen being 
in a fUce and fomewhfrt^ and thejf'i pretend 
to laugh at yotir Ignorance. But you may 
ftay loj»g enough before they be able to give 
you an Anfwer- \ 

That great Philofopher Mal^hranchy fpeak- . 

Recher. ing of infignificant words, fays, " That Peo- 

deiaVcr. a pfc take one anothers words jupon content. 

I'^^nll " Aad if their Sound be nOt harfli and dif- 

h 1/9' 4c agreeable to their ears, they have very 

" little Concern for their Senfe. They arc 

^^ immediately and without much examination 

^^ t^en for current Coin. Truth has nothing 

^^ to Ao in our ordinary Converfe ^ neither 

'^ Speakers nor Hearers feeming to have any 

*• regard 
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" regard for it. The greateft Gift of Na-Qi^p-tf, 
** tare, many think>, ^tr^d the inoft certaiaV'Viy 
" way to pleafe^ is the koack of talking much ; 
** no matter how little. tq the purpofe. Ana 
** the moft efieftual way tp ruin the Carte pans f 
** HorfeandFoot^ isj when you attack em^ 
" to be always provided With aMagiz^e ojf 
** unintelligible Words '^ X^^^^> if "any tb.^g^ 
*' will certainly do yp^r buGners."' Thf 
words the Author Ipeaks of, are thofe of ai\ 
unlimited general Senfe; which reprefent to 
us fbme general confiis'd Idea, but , nothing 
particular and diftind. Exprefllons.of );hi? 
Ibrt are very numerous: Such is that' when , ; r 
People talk of Bodys tending to the Pentre *p 
that they fall downwards by reafon of th^it 
imrinfak Gravity i that they afcend becauf^ of 
their Levity i that they are mov'd by Nature ; 
that . they change their Forms j that xh^y ' ad 
by fome Virtue ^ Quality^ . or Faculty^ In iWt, 
fuch are all words which don't diftindly . re> 
prefent to us either the iThing it felf, or its 
Mode. To thofe who oontcnt tbeitrirdvei 
with fuch Expreflions, he jullly applies the 
words of Syrac^ The Knowledg of the Iffiorani 
tojffifts in unintelligible Words. This iame Au* 
thor does not ftick to affirm, " That many 
** Writers compofe many Volumes, who have 
'^ nota tolerable under Handing of the Things 
** of which they treat." 

Thus much of the Kinds and Caufes of 
th^t Ol>Icurity of Words and.Phrafes which 
is inyqluptary. How this adminifters occa-^ 
fion of cpocendiog about Words, is but too 
evident. For when we difpute with a l?er* 
fon whom we don't underftand, we differ not 
H perhaps 
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Chap*6,perhaps ill Opinion; but about oneanothcr^s 
^-^^V\) Word^, which neither of us underftand. 
Whenever People talk obfcurely, you may 
reafonably expeft a Difpute about Words. 
But if any, wnfther in the heat of Difputa- 
tion or no, fpeak what they themfelves don't 
underftand, or what they know to be non^ 
fenfe; this occafions that ridiculous way of 
Difputing, which in the third Chapter we 
call'd blind Logomachy. 

The fame Mifchief arifes from an affeSted 
voluntary Obfcurity of Stile* This is a great 
Fault, but no new oTi^^ Quintilian tells us: 
In^Orat. Since Livy mentions a Schoolmafter, one of 
1. 8. A2. x/^hofe Precepts to his Scholars was, That they 
took care to fpeak obfcurely *, out of a ridiculous . 
perfuafion, Th^i nothing can be elegantly and 
delicately ffohn^ but what needs an Inter freter. 
For fomej as Erafmus fays, never think them-' 
felves ingenious J but when they fpeak in Riddles* 
If we wouM have Examples of the Philofo- 
phers; Lucretius^ Lib. i. tells us of Uera^ 
clitus a great Word-warrior, and famous for 
his Obfcurity of Stile, And the Cuftom of 
the Armenians^ Chaldeans^ Egyptians^ the Magi 
among tfie Terfians^ the Brachmans among 
the Indians^ the Ethiopians and Tufcansy to 
conceal not only Divine but Human Wif^ 
dom and» Knowledg, is commonly known. 
That they receiv'd this Cuftom from Noah^ 
h a pitifol Fable; Whofe Original is owing 
to a Book which goes under the name of Be- 
rofus. From the Tufcans this Cuftom was 
deriv'd to the Romans ; add from the Egyp- 
tians to the Greeks^ by means of 0rpheus and 
Pythagoras. . .j- 
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' The Fables of the Greeh ar^ well known j Chap.tf.' 
which, they fay, comprehend the whole Body >^v\> 
of Philofophy. So are the Numbers of Pytha^ 
goras^ and Plato who borrowed them from 
Pythagoras. They were lb intricate, that in 
lucceeding Times any thing of more than or- 
dinary Obfcurity was proverbially faid to be 
more obfcure than the Numbers of Plato. 
Macrobius tells us, that the Pythagoreans and 
Plato obfcur'd with Fables every thing they 
faid of the Aerial Deitys ; and that when 
they fpoke of the MOST HIGH and. of 
the Mindj they fled to Similitudes and £xam« 
pies. Cicero^ who was fo exceeding well vers'd 
in Plato's Writings, owns there arc very ob- 
fcure places in his Timaus. And Marcilius 
Ficinus^ the late great Reftorer of the P/4- 
rowV)l Philofophy, fays, *' That thofc things 
** which Plato wrote concerning the Soul, are 
^^ by no means to be underftood in a literal 
« fenfe." 

The Mmirabilia of the Stoicks are well ' 
known j as atfo the Arcana of other Philofb- 
phers : and Arifiotl^s Books of Jiee^ Learning'^ 
his Acroamatich^ Efotericks^ Epofticks^ and 
ffiyfterious Writings : and he y^ho^ as SimfUcims 
writes, !nftead of a Veil to conceal his Wri- 
tings, us'd obfcure words to difguife their 
Meaning. Themiftiusy one of Arifiotleh In- 
terpreters, does not fcruple to fay, ** That 
** he endeavours to darken and render his 
" Writings obfcure, as the CuttUy who ftains 
** all the Water about him with Ms" Blood, 
*' when he's in danger of being taken.'* 
^}^txi Alexander Yfzs difpleas'd t\\2Lt Arifiotle 
pttblilh'd to the world what be had taugjbt 
H z him 
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Chap.tf. him privately : Says Arifiotle to him, ^ Be 
L/VNJ tt of good courage. Sir j no body will be 
*' able to underftand my Writings, befides 
*^ you and others my conftant Hearers.** 
Perhaps not they, if what Themiftius (ays be 
true, ThatV^ madmfsto tret end tounderfiand 
all the Sayings of Ariftotle. And what ren- 
ders it yet more probable, is the multitude 
of jirifiatleh Interpreters : the number of 
Difcuf. whom, if we may believe Francifcus Tatrkiw^ 
Pcripat. amounted in his time to twelve thoufand. 
loYi/i 3^^^* ^^^^^ complains of Plaeo\ Followers, 
•^ ^^' that they had a great Veneration for his ob- 
fcure way of writing j that inftead of inter- 
preting him, they were wonderfully tiqkled 
V with the pleafure of finding out Myfterys, 
and with adding Darknefs to his Obfcurity. 

The jirijhteliansy who cou'd equal their 
Mafter in nothing elfe, at writing obfcurely 
are become greater Dodors than he. So that 
after all the Greeks Latin^ and Ar^icl In- 
terpretations of him, he's more intelligible 
without 'em than with 'em. This we owe 
principally to the Schoolmen, who under- 
took to tranflate Ariftotle^ not as he was in 
the Original, but as tranflated from^r^tl^iVl. 
After this barbarous filthy Rubbifti had 
over-run Philofophy, Lord ! what a conflis'd 
Chaos did it immediately become ! What a 
defolate Wildernefs was it, covered with 
Briars and Thorns, Darknefs and Obfcurity ! 
Monftrous Diftindions, and multitudes of 
Abftraftions, were introduced into Philofo- 
phy. ^ There you might find Entia Rationis A* 
fectiviy fiibjeBivcj and efeStivi: And the Di* 
ftindion of .a Diftindion into that which 

is 
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is reatUj and what they call Rationis ; and this Chap. 6^ 
latter is either a DiRindtioa Rationis Ratioci- LirV\J 
fiMtisy or Rdtimk Ratiocinate. Then follow, 
rang'd in due order, your greater and lefer 
Realitvsj modal Entkysj Formalitys ^ thenjrfff/, 
. whetnw fubfiantial^ accidental^ frime^ fecon-- 
dary^ compounded^ divided^ fignatCy exercite : 
Then thfe Statesy Amplicationsy Principles of 
Individuatioffy Suppofitalitysy fignate Mattery 
HacceitjfSy Ecceitysy Petreitysy QuidditySy Iden- 
titysy Dofires after a Formy a Dread of a Va- 
cuumy ana whole Cart-loads of Qaalitys. But 
it's hnpoflible to number up all the Elcgancys 
of the Albertijlsy Occamiftsy thomifisy Scetijtsy 
Reals and Nbminals : Such wretched work 
havethefeGentlenien niade both in Philofo- 
phy and Theology, by mangling and Ihewidg 
them in vizards and mafquerade, and by falfe 
lights } that inftead of feeing 'em in their 
native Lovelinefs and Beauty, you can dis- 
cover little or nothing of 'em in their Wri- 
tings, but Paint, Obfcurity and Iteformity. 

Ask what Reafons induce 'cm t6 write fo 
obfcurely ? They will tdl you, it's to pre- 
ferve Philofophy from becoming vulgar and , • 

common : That it ought to be feen but fel- 
-dom and by a few j by which means, when 
it appears in publick, its Majefty will feem to 
be (6 much the more illuftrious. They'l tell 
you, tbis^as always the difference between 
the Sophifts and Philofophers ; the former 
boafted and made a (hew of what they knew, 
and the latter conceal'd it. They add, 
** That th^ exppfing of Nature open and 
** naked, is injurious to herj who, as flie 
f* has deny'd the knowledg of her felf to 
H 3 " the 
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Ch3p-(S." the Vulgar by natutal Difficultys, ib wouM 
i^'VN;*^ willingly have her more fecret ways be 
*« treated 6£> not plainly, but by Allegory 
*^ and Fable ; That Religion it felf is myftc- 
*' rious, by which means it's preferv'd from 
" Contempt." They fay in the laft place^ 
that by this method they preferve it from 
being proftituted to the Genfiires and III* 
Ufage of the Vulgar *, and alledg what Sim-^ 
flkim ftys of jirifiotle^ That he purpofely 
wrote obfcurely in bis Acroamaticksj or Books 
of deep Learning, to the end he might deter 
the Slothful and I.a^y from the Reading and 
Confideration of 'em. 

Mow, don't thefeRealbns feem very plau- 
lible and honeft ? And yet, were it not for 
the great Veneration I have for Antiquity, 
I fliou'd venture to fay they are all mere Co- 
lour, Cloke and Pretence. 'Twas reckon'd 
a very great Crime to publifli the Holy Rites 
of the Gentile Worlhip. The reafon was, 
fays Jvlim Firmiem^ lefi Divine Science being fnb^ 
liflj^dy fiiou^d come to the knowledg of the Profane. 
But Arnobius will inform you much better, 
that the reafon why they kept private their 
Religious Ceremonys, was, that People might 
not be acquainted with their Impiety, Impu- 
rity and Folly. 

I can't but fufpeft fbmewhat like this in 
the antient Philofophers : They were pur- 
pofely obfcure in their Writings, fearing, if 
they fpoke out clearly and intelligibly, they 
fliou'd difcover the ' Imperfedion of their 
Knowledg, the Weaknefs and Falfhooji of 
their Principles ^ arnd that the greateft part 
of their Writings and Opinions are, at beft, 

deubtful^ 
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dimhtfd^ uncertMfj incoherent^ zXtd daB^AAlltChnip*^^ • 

partial and underftandiog Readers. Better 
therefore fell thefe Wares in the dark^ left 
the Bdym perceive- by- day-light that they 
are -damaged and fpoil'd^ and imitate the 
Pfayers, who ad by nighty that they may the 
better pat ofF Paint for Beaaty, Tiafel for 
Gold, and Briftol Stones for Brillants. Thefe 
cnading Men forelcnew^ that talking myfte* 
ti^ofly wott'd raife their Reputation. For, 
B^Ijuer^tita ^y^y^-^^A^jieriaus Words are Foafy 
Idols r'-^^^Tbtjfwe&w that btliets wou^ 
pret^ad to know what they themfehres the 
'Anthers never die}, that they niight be rec- 
kbtaM'^Men of a quicker Apprehenfion than 
thei^>Nf ighbours. That fome woo'd feek for 
My fterys, others wou'd deplore their own 
Dulivefs for. nptunderftanding^ and others 
•ftin live in hopes that once in their life- 
cfii;ne-they fhou'd be illuminated to that 
degree, as c ito nnderftand this Afyfiericus 
Learmng \ or rather, this intolerable Cane and 
fenflefs Jargon. Whether they forelaw that 
their Followers won'd beftow fo much^ pains, 
and* tbck their Wits in explaining and de- 
fending their infallible Oracles, that we (hou'd 
not think of anew FhUoibphy in two thou- 
sand years tiine ^ I fhan't determine. My 
Lord Facon teBs thefe People plainly, they 
affefted Obfcurity, that they might th^c more 
eafily by falfe lights put off their adulte- 
rated and fophifticated Wares. Their Plii- 
lofophy is indeed nothing in the world but 
a huge Clangour and Koife of Words, and 
about Words* Inftead of being Interpreters 
H 4 of 
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fa^V>^ mcncjlators ; So that Philofophy^ w Fr. i^4r 

mtim* faid^ for fonr hundred y.eats titfte was 

Aothiflg but quarrfilVidg' ailwnt iWcmifl*; - la 

^hdfloinli:fli*Ghiirch;»thd PinfoteticiBUlofophj 

isi ^otjderfully. cry.M dp ftnii efte^mM ; f Tfcey 

ia« piny of Jthelr flifrorsate coiaccalMiby it. 

*drfifehach,reafati the Ufliivtfflty -of jP^i>;, 

-Jtf.i 2r. itf 1.1* inide d itecireeic tvhkh in ,t<i24x 

^a^'cattifyHby the^P^rliadienti of'thsitrCity^ 

in V&hichtibey exprefeM'thdni&lv^s to*hifepairr 

*o1b 5:^^ .l^*at Af^ificthh Philpfophy cou'd\not 

B^iibJP^ cwrfbted, ^vkll;0^lt undefminiflg,\thie 

5«:rRa»ldfations of thtrftomifti Ghnrch.'^. / 

-->5Ai?<ihH^tme vtHefeiifeij^ in oppofition to 

ttire^ a^tipms^ .will iby iiKd means adlol/ thie 

'Cb^'k^^ erf clear aoid diltiad: Conceff^OfU tp 

4»<^^glit and inculcated in th^ir, SchdolTu* 

«Ws^ W^ffVi ruin their Canfe. ji^AiriW^Vi 

•iferVe their turn at a dted Jifri miucb 'teWttt. 

TPhfe A4virftrysof thcChitfchrhaveiiideo^fls 

^lfi€ Ijte^ned Jefult Sitfi* infocms si, jnrrittto 

^gaidft'hiih very {haTplyr9';flxibaS)i>^^x4/«- 

larjSlhojt^ -Sttcery Calvifii Pdfiellusi^ ^d P^%^ 

plus: but their luvefili^es iie rcdkOas tb.'tie 

V prery much for the iHonoHir bott> ofihimfcjif 

^aad his^Do^rine^' ^ '..,:..: « ; • \.. 

• Thus we fee t jfje ^Reafons why Men affeft 

X^bfcurity.'and Ar&tt^bityv : Stimetinnes they 

ti6this;ril ]^ft^ pleafiDg thenUffelves for a (ho^t 

tititt WttH others Miftake$. But how often 

iii/'feii^^iett, by thofc who prapbfe Queftions 

-foFplf^utation after fijchia. manner, that if 

^;ydu ctear 6ne Ajnjbigui^ty tor.fiqoivocarioc, 

-they'l' plague y do '"With- twenty J jftiore ? of 

'which if ybu find one' tbat'iany thing to the 
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.purpofe^ ru allbrc you, you have made a CbapA 
iaving Bargain. Their RukJ and Philofo-^^VV 
I>hical Axioms arc endlcft caufes of (]lonteih- 
tion % being fo warded and cmtriv^d^ that nei- 
ther Opponent aior Rcfpoijdent can wdll want 
a Oiftiiidion to help themfelves apon ocoh 
fioiti but may difputc till they arc hoarfe^ 
before they are either of 'em any nearer the 
Itnowledgof the Truth. 

In: this, particular they arc Tcry much to 
be blam'd, who cauftlefly change the Signifi- 
cations of Wards. With thefe may xhe Chy- 
ntifis be numbered, who fpeak as asiagmati*- 
•cally as the Oracle at. Delfhds : alfo the In- 
ventors of new Sentences, Words,^ and Me- 
thods of Speaking atd Wtibing^ Thus iZ^- 
fffttx -beftowM anew^faihio&^dCoat upoa^tfr/- 
fivtUy as j4rifioth had tery: kindly <k)ae before 
-forbis Mafter Plata. ./ Add' to theie^ fiioh who 
boalft of their Paradox^fsaind IsS^ftrUnas ; and 
fcorn lio talk as the Vdigai?,* the tlieir Thoughts 
.ate era^y on a level? Thife.was a- great 
F^uit c$ the St^icks; rahd .wh^h: MOfcailidnM 
abundunoEf of Strife* They fwere more ex- 
travagant* in* their Writiiags than the Poets ^ 
and, by refufili^ to ufe the common Met^ds 
of fpeakingi feem'd to militate lagainft No- 
tions receiv'd by all Mankind* , 

Neither ought they to efcape Cenfure, 
- who without neceffity ufe words in a §ood 
fenfe, which are generally underftood in a 
bad one* Such Words found harlh in our 
ears, are apt to make us give 'em a per- 
verie Interpretation j and then, To your Armsj 
" Gentlemen. Thus Epicurus cou'dn't but know 
what an ill Sound the very Name of Fhafure 

cvry'd 
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Chap. 6. canry'd with it in the apprehenfions of many« 
W/V%P And perhaps Des Cartes had too much Vanity 
in him, for prefaming that there were none 
cither of fo little Sabtlety or of fo crofs- 
gratn'd a Temper, but what maft infallibly 
nnderftand his Meaning. He had however 
no regard for fuch j by means of which:Neg- 
led, a mnltitade of verbal Contentions have 
' ever fince jperjjlex'd the Learned World, 
which, but tor him, had never been heard or 
thought of. 

To conclude this Chapter : If they who 
have introduc*d the School-Terms into Theo^ 
logy^ that they might not fail of having mat- 
ter for Contention \ as they have done, for 
inftance, who difpute & eameftly abput the 
Matter znA Form of the Sacraments : If thefe, 
I fay, are in a faulty I can't think thofe alto- 

§ ether excufable, whQ confine themfelves in- 
eed to Scriftural Expreflions, but nnderftand 
them in a fenfe quite different from what was 
ever rcceiv'd by the generality of Chriftians. 
Tjdefe perhaps may be found to be altogether 
as unintelligible as the Scholaltick Gentlemen. 
So that it's my Opinion, that he teaches the 
Liberal Sciences^ and that belt q£ Scieiiices, 
ThfoUgy^ after the belt manner, who fo Ipeaks 
and writes as to be eafily underftood, if not 
by all, yet by the Majority of thofe who 
bear him. 
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Chap. 7. 



CHAP. VIL 

Of thofe who take the Words of their 
Aitagonijis in a wrong Senje. 

THUS much of thofe who by writing 
obfcurely give occafion for Contending 
About Words. We come now to Ipeak fi)me- 
thing of fuch as mifinterpret and mifrepre- 
fent the Senfe of their Antagoniffis ; who 
pride themfelves with an Imagination that 
they have a clear Notion of their Adverfary's 
Slenfe *, and under this perfuafion fall upon 
him, according to the ufoal faying, without 
fear or wit. Like ibme in their fleep, who 
dreaming of their Enqmys, fall foul upon 
their Friends. Some mifunderftand their 
Adverfarys merely out of Ignorance, others 
out of Defign : They won't feem to under*- 
ftand them, left they lofc an opportunity of 
quarrelling. 

They who mifunderftand their Adverfarys 
merely out of ignorance, are generally Per- 
fons of an unconftant wavering Genius. They 
are always in hafte, and have not the patience 
to fit ftill and calmly confider: the Truth of 
this -or that Aflcrtion j but run on to a 
third, before they have well examined the 
fecond) to a fourth, before they underftand 
the third ^ ^nd ib on to the end of the 
Chapter. Hence 'tis they underftand very 
little of what they read, io perfeftly as to 

make 
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Chap. 7. make but a tolerable Judgment of it : 
<>^V>;and yet to hear how confidently they talk, 
how boldly they cenfure this Book and that 
Author, wau'd tempt a Man, who did not 
know them, to think them fome of the ni- 
cell: Judges, aqd &^^P^ (ji^riticks in Eur^fe. 
They have flightly read over a Chapter, or 
perhaps but the firft Page' of Des Cartes^ 
Meditations. Ask them. Well, Gentlemen, 
what's your Opinion of the Fbilofbph^ ? 
Of the PihlUfipb& ! they^l retort upon yoto \ 
of the Atheifi^ the Sceftick! But, fiy yoo^ 
he proves the ExUtence of a God. Yes, they 1 
reply, fo did Vminus : He^s an Infidel, &y 
BO more of him. How I pity thee, poor 
Dts Cartes !' 

Some Berfocis are iuitarally uncapable 6i 
Attention, and of holding their Thoughts 
long Jixt and intent upon aify Subjed % but 
this Levity 4(nd Ficklenefi jgenerally Ipriogs 
^ -from Dbciieil^emper of idie Mind, ^n ibme 
irom an Ambidon of beii^ thought Men of 
^ quick. Appc^henfion^ ^tney: plea(e them^ 
&lve5 to be thooglU: XiktPhoi^mio in Terence^ 
of whom Geta gives this Charaaer 5 

Phorm. . Atmrt^ttrfcuknittgMAkJneverhieWy 
S<?2?* I hud not /fokenh/Uf, he mderfiood me ! 

Sometimes it %ri(es ftma 3, haughty Con- 
tempt of the Authors they 4«eadi they are 
prejudiced againft tiieffli, have been told by 
fome body as Wife as thonirelves,* thatthere^s 
little folid and rational in fheir Wri- 
tings: and fo they are indue'd to read them 
'^^ llS^^riy as they imagine their Authors 

write. 
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write* Sometimes it's owing to a fond defire Chapl 7. 
of knowing every thing : Peopk who arc too c/'VX* 
follicitoas to know every thing, are often 
found to have clear and diftind Conceptions of 
nothing valoable and worthy to be known. 
This is often the Cafe of Men of much read* 
ing. It^s impoffible for them to read with 
due Attention ^ and if fo, it's as impoflible 
they IhouM with Underftanding. They fcm- 
cy they fee Things which they do not j and 
if they find ibme certain Words us'd both 
by the Antients and Moderns, they prefently 
conclude their Opinions to be the fame. If 
a Modern mentions the word Carpufde^ he's 
immediately a Difciple of Democritm : If he 
(peaks of Fate^ he's a Smcl ; if of Pleafure^ 
an Eficureanc If he ufes any Words, by 
which any Hereticks thought fit to expreu 
themfelves heretofore, he'll be immediately 
branded for one himfelf, be his Opinion ever 
fo different, harmlefsand unexceptionable. 

Another fort of People, who oppofe what 
they don't underftand, are your fuperficial 
Wits, who never look any farther than upon 
the Surface and Outfide of Things. Thefe 
differ from thofe giddy People we fpoke of 
laft : They mifunderftand their Authors for 
want of Attention i thefe, we now ipeakof, 
for want of Subtlety and Judgment. I don'c 
mean fach ftupid Wretches, who with much 
ado get by heart the nanies of the Sciences, 
but never underftand the Sciences themfclves : 
But thofe who are not altogether deftitute of 
Parts, who ibon fee and diftbguifli the Out- 
fide of Things i their Misfortune is, here 
(bey ftick« Outward Appearances ftrike their 

Senfes 
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Chap. 7. Senfcs and Fanqrs fo forcibly and feelingly^ 
lyW) that the Mind can't be prevail'd with to any 
further confideration of the nature of the 
thing. 
Reeh.de Malebranch fycdks much, but very accu- 
}^ ^^^- rately of this Defeft of the Underftanding 5 
Rut?!' *^ ^^^ ^e rtfer the Reader. 'Tis to our 
cap.i.§.2. parpofe to obferye, that the Edg 'and Bent of 
cap.9.j.i. thefe Mens Wits, like theirs who are quite 
ftupid, proceed not a ftep farther than Words, 
Forms and Methods, whether they be learn- 
ing the Sciences, or examining the Senfe of 
an Author, or judging of a Controverfy. 
Hence they imagine, that all who fpeak like 
one another, thmk like one anpther ; and that 
they who differ in Words, mult needs alfb ' 
differ in Opinion. Such People feldom dif- 
pute about any thing but Words, this is the 
Delight of their Lives. And tho it be true 
Prin.Part what Cartefius fays, " That the Thoughts of 
I. §. 74. <^ all Perlbns are more ingag'd, and more 
*^ converfant with Words than Things j'' 
yet it is as true, that there's a valt difference 
between him who contents l^imfelf with the 
bare knowledg of Words, and him who 
makes ufe of Words as Helpsy to bring him 
to the knowledg of Things.. 

If youUl give me leave for once to f^cafc 
a bold Truth, I may confidently affirm, that 
the greateft part of the Learning of Multi- 
tudes fam'd for it, confifts purely in the 
knowledg of Words j I don't mean in Gram- 
mar, which profefledly treats about Words, 
but in the Sciences : they have not the leaft juft 
l^otion pf any thing, befides thofc Barha- 
rifms^ which they liave dignify'd with the Ti- 
tle of Terms of Art. 
' Gauffenus^ 
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Gaujjenusy Jo often quoted by us, inge-Cbap.?, 
nuoufly confefles, *' That he, who had for l/^^^^^ 
** wur years publickly read Logick and Me- ^ y^ . 
**-faphyficks, whenever he was obliged byphUoCad 
" Cuftom to argue, in the ufual manner, in ThcoL 
<* Schools, couM not but blulh, out of a juit 
** Confcioufnefs how little he undcrftood 
" more than the Vulgar befides Terms of Art : 
" And how fordid and mean, how unbc- • 
^^ coming a Gentleman and a Scholar it was, 
** to take the Dodor's Chair, and there let 
" to Sale, and cheat People, with nothing 
•* but Noife, Smoke and Trumpery." In a- 
nother place he fays, ^* That befides a few 
** Terms of Art, moft Divines have nothing , 
** to diftinguifli them from their Neigh- 
** hours.'' 

Hohhes is juftlyblam'd \yjCartefius^ for fay- 
ing, *' That perhaps Judgment was nothing 
** elfe but the Compofition or joining of 
" two Names of Things, or Modes, by the 
« Verb is:y He fhou'd have faid, " That 
** the joining two Cmce^tiom^ fignify'd by 
*' thofe Names J by> the intervention of the 
^ Verb /^, is what we properly call Jndf^ 
** mem^^ And yet look abroad into the 
World, you'll find Hohhts\ Definition to a- 
grec with the Judgment of a far greater 
number of Mankind, than that of Cartefius. 
And as their Judgments are, fuch are their 
Reafonings ; fpeak otherwife than they do, 
and you diflent from them \ for they can fee 
the difference between the words with their 
own Eyes, but it's a harder flatter to per-^ 
ccive ,the Agreement thtre is in their Senfe. * 
They'll never own you for Onhodix^VA you 

lubfcribe 
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Cbap.?. fubfcrlbe to their Opinions in their own vety 
' ~^ ^ Words, or in their own Method j whether 
their Words fignify any thing or no. Is not 
material, fubfcribe, and you are all Friends. 

The natural Caufes of this Defed of the 
Underftanding, MaleWmeh has treated of at 
large, as has been faid. To tke confideratioa 
of thefe, add that of our Education : Chil- 
dren from their very Infancy are habituated 
to Words which they don't underftand j their 
Forms of falutin^, congratulating, giving 
Thanks j nay, their very Prayers, Sentences 
of Holy Scripture, and Catechifms, which, 
they get by heart, are all Arabick to them. 
Sp arp many of thofe Expfeflions they learn 
from their Parents, Servants and Neighbours y 
they fpeak them like Parrots, and fo they un- 
derftand them- 

When we come to the Study of Arts and 
DifcipUne, what a vaft number of Precepts, 
Definitions, Divifions, (^eftions, Anfw^rs^ 
Maxims, Tkeorems, Diftindions, and Terms 
of Art can we readily give an account of, in 
anfwer to the Queftions ufually ask'd us? 
Change but a word or two in one of the u- 
fual Qpeftions, 'tis ten to one if you don't 
ftrike us dumb. We are much like School- 
boys, who repeat their Leflbn out of the JLa- 
tin Grammar very perfeftly, but don't un- 
derffcand one Rule, nay one word they have 
faid. By the way, it fcems a fti ange unac* * 
countable Method of teaching Latin, for 
Matters to teach us by Rules written in M* 
tin, a Language which at that time we know 
nothing or, and therefore learn becaufe w« 
know nothing of it. 

But 
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Botlilon't abfolately condemn all this: Chap. 7i 
The Afemory ought to be kept in exercife^ asVy^VN* 
long as 'tis in its Vigour ; and we do well 
to commit to its keeping not only Things, 
but Words, Forms of iSpeakIng, Holy Say- 
ings Emphatical Expreffions, and many o« 
thers, which may be of ufe to us thro the 
whole courfe of our Lives : But, without ne^ 
cellity, which I think very feldom happens, « 
never charge your Memory with words which 
you don't underftand* I don't deny but Chil- 
drens Memorys ought, in the firii: place, to be 
principally regarded and exercts'd v but then, 
as loon as ever you diicover in them the leaft: 
Sparks of Judgment and Reafon, thefe are to 
be incourag'd, quicken'd and chierifli'd with 
the otmoft Diligence, and moft prudent Ma-- 
nagement. Let their Memory be exercisM, 
not brutiibly, but ratfonally : Let it difdain . 
to keep thoie Words in (tore, the meaning 
of vf hich they know nothing of. Their Mat 
ters (hou'd remember they are teaching rational 
Creatures, and not Parrotsand Pyes ^ for 'tis - 
a thoufand to one, if People be bred like Mag- 
pyes, but they prove Jackdaws the longefl day 
they have to live. The Raven which, after 
the Fight at A^ium^ fainted Av^ufius in thefe 
words. Hail Cefar^ Th^u con^unirtg General ! 
ieemM to fpeak very much to t{^ purpofe^ 
but indeed knew not the meaning of one 
word he laid; Yet the Bird is not to be 
laugh'd at, he has many Fellows amongS; 
Men, even thofb who number themfelves with 
the Learned. Huartus tells us, " There areScnrtliib 
** Men who, exa^ly like the Brutes, fpeak Jngcn. 
^ and aa only by inftina j fo that they often ^' »• F^*^ 
1 « talk 
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Chap. 7.«* talk much better than they caa think or ap- 
^-'^'^^N; « prehend.'' This is owing to their Edu^ 
Cation 5 they are us'd to Sounds which have 
no Senfe, or a very uncertain one. They 
are accuftom'd to fpeak without cooitderation^ 
and think themielves mighty wile and learned^ 
if they have their Memorys ftuff'd with in^ 
fignificant Words: They have been accuP* 
tom'd to admire thofe who talk readily^ car** 
neftly and confidently of things which they 
don't underftand: They are carefiil about 
Words, and as carelefs about their Meaning* 
Aflertions, to which they have been Imbi- 
. tuated from their Childhood, they wiU have 
to be very dear, plain, evident and certain, 
tho they do not really underftand them* If 
you difier with them in any of thofe Points, 
give them Demonftration from Morning tifl 
Kight, in order to convince them they 
are in an Error \ if they'l vouchiafe to hear, 
they will not hearken to you, nor'believe one 
word you lay. 

Befides thole who know nothing in the 
Sciences except Words, there are many, who 
when they hear the Dilates of their Tu- 
tors, or read Books, immediately apprehend, 
not only the Words, but the Senfe of them. 
But the Fault of thcfe People is thisj they 
. never examine the Truth of what they hear 
and read, nor confider it well ; they don't 
digeft it in their Minds, and cotifequently can 
never have right Conceptions or the Con- 
nexion and Dependence of one thing upon a- 
nother. Seneca fays, fuch have Memory with-' 
out Knowledg ', they have Wit and Senie with- 
out Judgracnrj they can very well remember 

the 
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tfce incoherent and independent Sayings of Chap. 72 
Whers: Butby tlkingmprecire to remember -/VSi» 
the Wor(Js, thajn tw Things lignifyM by 
them, it often happefas§ that they retain the 
former in their Memory, but in time lofe all 
diftin£fc Co/ieeptions of the latter. 

They can underftstnd and remember i Doc- 
trine^ feys Huartns^ apd fpeak of it metho- 
dically upon occafion ; but then, ask them 
the Rcafbtts orCauftof the Thing, andyoul 
foon find them very deficient^ and that their. 
Learning chiefly cx)nfifts in the knowledg of 
Words. This makes them very angry with 
thofe, who difufe the old-falhion'd unintel- 
ligible Words, and fobftitute better in theit 
places. Take away a Beggar's Rags, and you 
leave him naked j fo you do if you take front 
ihcfc the liberty of ufing their own Words 
and Phrafes, fince they arc their Wealth, all 
the Delight they have, and what conceals 
and proteds them in their Ignorance : they 
may then well cry out vi'Ah. Hecuba in Euri* 
pides^ 

Even now I was rich in Children ; hui>^ atasy 
at this time J foor old Woman as lam^ Jhave 
not one left. 

SomePerfoiis underftand the Words they 
hear or read, and the Senfe of them too j re- 
tain both in their Memory, and never ufe the 
Words withorit the Senfe. The Misfortune 
of thefe is^ that by means of a lon§ Gaftom of 
joining this and the other Idea, with this ttA 
the other Word, they can't abftrad one frortt 
the other, this /j/f^ from that Word. Henc<5 
they reckon, that Truth is confinM to thii 
br the otir«r Method of fpeaking 5 it's in ^aiiS 
1 z <* 
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Chap. 7. to argue with them. Unlefs you can alter the 
.i/V^^ Texture and Traces of their Brain, they will 
never be able to feparate their own Senie 
from their own Words : fuch are thofe who 
don't exercife their own Parts to find out 
the Truth, and deduce it from its proper and 
firit Principles. They learn nothing of their 
own Mother- Wit, and by clofe thinkbg, but 
depend wholly upon their Books and Tutors 
for all they have. Words make fo ftrong an 
Impreflion upon thefe alio, as is not eafily, 
, nor fopn, if ever, worn out. Thefe Gentle- 
men will talk very fluently. Words are al- 
ways at hand ; and they'l conceive of Mat- 
ters very readily. But all this while you 
muft fuppofe them in the Track in which 
their Tutors did ufeto lead them ^ lead them 
out of that Path, put them out of their Me- 
thod, and they can neither talk nor under- 
ftand. 

It's quite different with thofe who make 
ufe of their own Reafon; they generally 
think upon Things abftra&ed from Words: 
confequently when they come to explain 
their Opinions, Words do not flow in upon 
them, but they are forc'd to hunt after luch 
as are proper* So when they read others 
Writings, they can*t fo readily, as many 
perhaps of far lefs Ability, make them- 
felves Matters of the Senfe : But when they 
have once mattered it, they underftand it 
incomparably well. For, by feparating the 
Words from the Senfe, the Shell from the 
Kernel, they fee the Things themfelves in 
their own nature, their Principles, Con- 
nexions and Confequeilces •, and this affords 
them matter for folid Contemplation. 

Thefe 
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Thele Gentlemen are too intent upon the Chap. 7^ 
Confidcration of Things, to be often guilty o^nTV 
of contending about Words. They know 
that Words are mere arbitrary Signs, have 
no refemUance of, or natural Ck>nnexioo 
with the Things they fignify, are conft* 
ouently of a doubtful meaning *, and there- 
fore as they are variable in themfelves, fo they 
may be cbaog'd and varyM by us whenever 
we fee .a juft occafion. Thefe don't dream 
of a natural Connexion between Truth, and 
certain particular Words of theirs, in which 
they iSnd out deep Myfteiysy and I know not 
what 5 or that Words fo naturally fienify the 
Tfaingf £br which, they ftand, that they can't 
bechang'd, unlefs you change the nature of 
Things with them, which was the Opinion 
of no lefs a Man than Plato. Every body ia 
our days re^s fd abfurdr an Opinion in 
words, 'tis pity they couM not alfo be pre- 
vaird with to difown and difavow it ia 
their Frafdce. 

From the clofe Connexion which mtift , 
People make between Words and Thifags, d^ 
rifes that Love which Mieii have for fome 
Words^ and the Diflike they have for others. 
Inftead of t4ie Things belovM, they ^olize 
the Words by which they are fighify'd. 
This is often a great Gaufe of Superftition. 
Oh ! You can't imagine what Majefty, what 
3an£tity, what Authority, what hidden Vir- 
tue, Fbrce and Power there is in fome 
Wordsii TTis not enough to fay that Homer^s 
Words are elegant, fignificant, of a charm- 
ing Sound, pleafant and fwect ; yet ftately, 
magivificeAt^ &c^ Alas! what's this to the 
I 3 purpofe? 
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iChap.7.t>tifpofe? Sir, if lamnofcinnch miSaform'd, 
%/^VS) Hiwi^'s Poems wiB cert jUialy cure jqw df all 
Dife«re$* Drink as £redtjr as you jtoie of 
fttong Liquors from Morning tilUKigbt, and 
there is a certain Place in. his Works, I can't 
immediately direfl: joo to the very Page, 
' whidi, diriy aj^ly'd according to Arti will 
ccrteiitly preferve you from being tipfyt 
Other Parts of his Works, hung upon Apple* 
Trees, preferves the Fruit: Som? are good 
kgaii^fi: the Toothach, and otiidr< parts of his 
Widrks will certdnly care the-Oout^ fake 
jny Word for^ty a Dlftemiier for fo^ttiafiy 
Ajges.Mipckon'd incurable. If ybui ate re- 
foivM. not to believe me, prary rewJ !?#• 
Ktucheu^.in Vrdtgam. unJirumad SerHtimSd^ 
m&nicif^^ and youl fiad | don't always talk 
without Bookt 

: To proceed; the Averfion we have from 

fome Words is altogether as grejit a^'the 

li>ve we have for others. In the general 

Jllftory of Sfdifiy we have this Sitory : :$iy» 

Scratitt. ffutftrtui^ Two Brench Ambafiidors came tWr 

][ngen. c thfr^ toi defite Jdphofif us the it^inth to give 

l6.p5oi. QQ^ of his Daughters in Marriage to their 

Matter KingPiE^i^^. Vrraca^ the elder Sifter, 

was a charming Beauty*) Blanche^ the youn-v 

ger, was not fo handfora: yet theAmbafla- 

dors, contrary to etery one's Expectation, 

chofe BUnche for the fake of ' her JST^ixi^'^/ thi 

name Vrraca having in it, they thought^ 

fomething odd, uncommon and (hockinjg. . 

Jhe name of Henry is to this Day ' In 

irrfw^ reckon'd unfortunate for their Kings. 

And it's a Story worth relating^ thdt of Pope 

JP4n</.tJie Second, who being a very tall, pa- 

' , jeftick. 
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teftick, and every way handfom Man, when Chap? 7*' 
he] was cholen Pope, took the name of^^'vSJ 
fn-fftsfus the Second j but when the Cardi- 
nals told him that the Carcafe of Formofus 
the Firft, after it had loft fome of its Limbs^ 
was thrown into the Tyher^ the Gentleman 
was ftartled, and ibon weary of his pretty, 
haadfom, dreadful Name. How abomina- 
ble to us 18 the name of Tyrant ? How hate- 
ful to the Remans and Grecians that of a 
King ? And no further off than Hi EniUnd^ 
and no longer ago than in the time of Crem* 
voeC^ Proteaorlmp, fome People, ^^s Pij/^Differt 
fefgJarf teMs US, had fuch a Hatred to thcSeleft. 
word Kingdimy that in repeating the Lord's Append. 
Prayer, they wou'd not fay, Thy Kingdom P* ^5* 
came J but thy C&mmonwealth^ or thy Republick 
c^fM' Free Citys hate the very name of an 
^bfilute Prince ; and Strada tells us fome where, 
4:hat Charles the Fifth did ufe to fay of the 
Law^Cowntrymen^ That none were more fatient of « 45, ' 
Slavery J or more impatient of the Name. 

Tisvery well known, that I was always 
for inoouraging Youth to repeat Comedys in 
the publick Schools and Academys. My 
Friends were eafily convinc'd of theUfeful- 
nefs of fuch Exercifes j but beg'd of me, if 
I had any thoughts of bringing them into 
Reputation, not to call them Comedys (that's 
a word which founds ftrangely in fome Peop, 
pies Ears) but Dialogues between young StU" 
dents\ that then no body wouM oppofe my 
Defigo. 

Examples of odious Words and Expreflion^ 

are innumerable. Thus, in Theology, fome 

can't bear the name of an ahfolme Decree^ 

^ I 4 nor 
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Chap.7- nor others that of Pau. The wordFUdfure 

V^"^^ will caft Tome into a Fever, and the word 
jitoms is as malienaat to other Conftitutions. 
Talk to fome or doubting- of Things not evi^ 
dent, 'tis well if you go to Bed la a whole 
Skin* The word-/^f 411, and thofe two harm^ 
lefs Adverbs, clearly and difiinBly, are not 
by a few reckoned monftrous and intolerable 
Gaefta in a Chriftian Gauntry. One thinks 
it a dangerous ExprefGoa to fay, that God 
is fofitivetfl from himfelf Some will grant 
you that Brutes have no thinking Sotds, it yoo 

' wiQ be fo kind to them as not to call them 

mere Michines. Some abhor the word Nd^ 
^elty ; and others hate to hear of Philofophi'^ 
€al Liberty. But to fay all in a word, many 
think all Words* us'd by an Author they 
don't efteem, or once us'd by any in an ill 
Senle, muft always have an ill meaning. This 
often prevents them from reading exeeBent 
5enfe, becauie it is exprefs'd partly in words 
againft which they have conceived an inve- 
terate Prejudice. It often happens with thefe 
Gentlemen as it did with the Ronum Mob j 
who, to revenge Cp/ir's Death, becaufe Cor- 
fieliu^ Cinna was indeed one of the Confpira- 
tors, murderM Helvius Cinna, a Man akoge- 
jther innocent of the matter, only becauJe-^e 
W4Sof the fame name. So our Difputersojf- 
ten ^IVfoul on their own Partys and Opi- 

^ liions, being blinded with prejudice againft 

fo^iie certain WoVds, usM perhaps in a dif- 
ferent Senfe from what they imagine, to 
♦ which th^y ^re refolv'd never ;o be recon- 
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l^othing occafions as to oppole that which Chap.7« 
wc don't underftand, lb much as Prejudice, v-/VN^ 
which is paffing a Judgment before we have 
heatd the Merits or the Gaufe : Or as Cicero Lib. i. de 
defines it, when we take things wAnmn for ®*^ 
inown^ and blindly allent to them as fuch : 
Or as in another place, when we rafhly aflent Lib. i. de 
to a Propofition which is fdfe^ or, at beft, Divinat. 
not evidefftly tme* Prejudices fpring from 
two Gaufes : the firftisa Defire of knowing 
snach ; the (econd is our UnwiUingnefs to 
accttftom our felves to fuch great Attention 
and Diligence, and Labour, as is neceflary to 
the Gratification of this our Defire. / 

Of all Prejudices none are more mi(chie« 
vous than thofe wrong Judgments which we 
make of Men and their Opinions, without 
examining them. Self-Love makes Men re- 
joice, when they think they fee any thing 
in themfelves by which they excel others. 
This is .a Prejudice feldom conquer'd, efpe«* 
daily* if Self-Love be aflifted with a mighty 
pretence oi Zed ftnr Religion^ mAz Lave far 
Truth. ^ 

Multitudes of Prejudices are initird into 
the Minds of Youth by^ Parents, Matters, 
and others whoni the^ lov^y and in whom 
they have a confidence« If thbTe do but tell 
them of this or the other Author, what 
dangerous Tenets, what Poifdn, Herefy, 
Sophiftry, wrong Reafoning ; wh^timpious, 
profane, ridiculous, abfurd Expreflbns and 
Doftrines he's guilty oL- maintaining: My 
young Matter has enough of it, I'll waWnt 
him, he never has any thing t^ do witii 
him again, tho all the while the Book ma^ 

be 
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Chap. 7. be a very learned, excellent, and valuable 

vi/W) Performance. 

Children ibmetimes of a brisk Imagtiia- 
tioQ, when they hear Bells ringing, fancy 
they hear them atter articalate Sounds^ Or 
thers &e (trange Appearances in the Cloads : 
So prejudic'd Pcrfons meet with ftrange 
monftrous Opinions in Authors, for whom 
they have no kindnefs ^ which are really no- 
thing bnt Fidions of their own Brain. 

Many read Books parpofely to find out 
thofe Trifles, Errors, Fallacys, Herefys, 
Blafphemys, which, as they have been in- 
form'd, make np a great part of the Book 
they are about to read. Theft People fel^ 
dom mifs their Aim: For being prepoflefsM 
with a Notion of the Book's bdng heretical, 
they'd have a poor Invention indeed, if by 
Mifinterpretations, lnnumio% and feme o- 
tber Arts in which they are expert, they 
cou'd riot make themfelvcs believe (b. There 
is no Author bat may be taken in a Wroqg 
Senfe, efpecially by thoft who )udg before 
they read. This Book is not fit to be read. 
Why fo ? «I heard fo from a very learned 
honeftMan. Befides, I don't like the Titles 
and the Prefiice has no Spirit In it, and the 
Stile is faulty. Again, it's an ill Book. Pray, 
for what Reafon ? 1 have no Bfteem for the 
Author. , Why fo? I hear he is for the new 
Philofophy. However, my Teachers fe- 
rioufly watn'd rtie to be very cautious df 
reading him ; he talks cuaningly, but they 
^ell me there's a Snake in the Grafs. Be- 
fides, what good can be expefted from Men 
of his Religion^ Seft, Society or Party, or 

even 
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even of. Ms CouMty? For did ever My good Chap. 7. 
come out of Nkaarethf Me diflents from w^->^">^*^ 
in ReSgion, and fliall we hesirken to him in 
PtiHoibphy? If lie errs in one thing, he 
may in all. Once more *, I h«ve no great 
Opinion of this Book* Pray, Sir, yoor Rea* 
fim. It's written by an obfcure Anthor, I 
never beard his Learning much talk'd of ^ I 
know the Man, and couVl never obferve any 
thing cxtraordinaiy in his Converiationl It's 
very ftrange indeed how this Carpenter's 
3on flionVi acquire all this Rnowledg. Yon 
catf t imagine now vopromiling his Gdnnte- 
iianoe, DifixHitfev fidiavionr, Gkte, iDrefi, 
aHA every thing obftrv^le about hlmi^ ' 

/jjii^s foinithing fdffiimate \ and X0anu the Wit^^^ Hor. 
. Tt^aafii a Converfatidn 'f$ f&lite y ]: '• 

:^ iXMi^mrfid inhit M$ti4ns.^ dndHdrtfi'j Sauji 

: Ji^d forhUCUthes^ his Ptrfan^s tnkdt djefi. 

It^s almoft iiicredibk, yet very true, that 
ftich ridiculodsi^tiful Pretences and Prejudi* 
ceS) as thefe mention'd, of which a multi- 
tude of more Inftances might be given, are 
wliat intircly and ablblutely governs the 
great^it part of Mankind, in forming a Judg- 
ment concerning Books and Opinions. 'Tis 
as impoOible for fiich to judg rightly, as for 
a Mdtt to fee clearly at the bottom of the 
Thamei. He can fee fomething, but nothing 
diftfilQly. Prejudices alter the Nature and 
Quality of every thing j that which before 
Was a trifling Error, thefe improve into a 
. monltrous Abfurdity, or blafphemous Hfe- 
rtfy. Prejudice changes Truth into Falf-- 

hood, 
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Chap.7*hood, Strait into Crooked, White Jnto 
<-^^VN; Black. Talk, to Children about Apparitions, 
and the next time they are in the dai^ they" 
ftc them. After the fame manner People are 
brought to fee ftrange Abfurditys, pdfcilent 
Dodriaes, hellilh Contrivances and Defigns, 
in Books written purely for the Good< of 
thePubliCk, and containing nothing but what 
is fubfervient to that End. 

If ,our Paffions and Afieftions take part 
with our Prejudices, fuch as Envy, Anger, 
and Hatred of our Afitagonifts ; the moffc 
innocent and inoffenfive Opinions in the 
World ihall not fail of being mifunderftood . 
and mifreprefented, as the moft damnable 
and odious Errors under the Sun. 

Pray let none ask me^ whether the Wife, 
the Learned, and tbe Philofi>phers be guilty 
of thefc Prejudices: For who can be. ignorant 
of the internal Feuds which are between 
' thofe of different Perfuafions in Religion, 
between • difiereQt Orders and Sodety^ of 
Men,.bctvireen different Acadcmys and Uni-* 
verfitys, and Men of different Studys, be- 
tween Collegues and School-Fellows^ the 
Admirers of the new Philofophy, ar^thp^ 
who prefer the old ? Who knows not the 
Animofitys we have againjt thofe who fefim 
to flight our Learning, rejeft our Opiniojis ; 
who don't enough admire us, as we think ; 
or who' have the Confidence to difleat from 
us? But Inftances of this kind are qumber- 
lefs. .i 

Learned Men are, in truth, fo far from 
having acquired .the Infenfibility of : th^ 
Stoicks, that they have juot the Government 

^ and 
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and Moderation of the Peripateticks ^ and Chap. 7« 
fo 'twill always be, whilfl: their Studys ^^'"^'^^ 
have not the leaft tendency to bring them to, 
but to divert them from the knowledg of 
themfclves : Whilft the Knowledg they hunt 
after is beautiful to the Sight, but of no ufe, 
and makes them proud, feldom the better or 
the wifer. This is theWifdom which fufs 
tip^ I Con 8. 1, and Solomon fays, T%at be-' 
twe en the Proud are perpetual Contentions^ ProvJ 
13- 10. And now, what think you? Arc 
only Porters and Carmen liable to Prejudi- 
ces? 

The moft mifchievous and deteltable fort 
of Difputants are ftill behind •, I mean thofe 
red-hot, fiery, flaming Gentlemen, who lofc 
no opportunity of reviling, difcrediting^ 
llandering, belying, and (as much as in them 
lies) of ruining their Neighbours (if they do 
bat diflent from them in Opinions concern- 
ing things confefs'd to be of an indifferent na« 
turej in this World, and of damning them 
in the next j and all this nnder a blaf^he- 
inous pretence of Zeal for God and Religion. 
Thefe Wretches can't hear, talk, nor think 
of anything but the horrible Herefys of Men, 
far more Orthodox, and of a far more Chrif- 
tian Spirit than themfelves. And if yon 
don't run into the fame Excefsof Riot with 
them, in fending your honeft Diflcnting Neigh- 
bours to the Devil and his Angels, in the 
Lake of Fire and Brimftone, they'l .curfe yon 
for a FALSE BROtHER^ a Lukewarm 
Chrifiian^ an Atheift^ a Betrayer of the Churchy 
and what not. ** In Men, fays Malebranch^ t m ^^ 
** of a feeble, weak Genius, if at any t^^^\Tci2. 
'^ J. " their ' ^' * 
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0»p*7'" their Hatred, or their Fear,, be qnicketiM 
ti/WJ*^ by an in-grounded Zeal, ^tis hard to tctt 
«* what nnyaft^ pcrvcrfe, bitter Reflcftions 
^ thcy^ll make upon Pcrfons and Things. 
•* Can thefe be innocent ? I tremble to inen- 
«*' tion it* But it*s my fixt Opinion, that 
** in order to bring: their Minds to a right 
** Chriftian Temper, as great i Miracle is 
" neceffary, as that whidi ocdifion'd St.P^tffs 
** Converfion. I fhoa*d pronoomte them ab- 
** folutely without Hopes of Mercy, couM 
** any one be lb whilft we have to do with 
** infinite Power, and infinite Goodnefs." 

In the laft place, among thofe who con- 
tend againft Words which they don't un- 
derftand, you may reckon thofe Men of Bn- 
finefs, who arc not at leifure diligently to 
weigh and confider their Adverfarys Opi- 
nions j and yet won't feem to be ignorant 
of them. Thofe alfo who in difputing are 
rot enoujgh attentive, who will anfwer with- 
out hearing, or confidering the Objeaion: 
So that oftentimes neither of the Difpu«» 
tants underftands the other ; but one talks 
of Chalk, the other of Cheefe, You'd think 
they were in Jeft^ or playing at Crofs-Qncf- 
tiohs. 

Another fort of verbal Conten4ers arc 
they who won't underftand their Antago- 
nift's meaning. They place their Summum 
Bonum^ their greateft Happinefs in Conten- 
tion and Contradi(^ion. if you affirm,' 
they'll deny : If you deny, they'll affirm. 
They hate^very Opinion of which they Were 
not the Inventors or Patrons : Like LaCo \A 
Hift.i. t.74i:;W ^ho was Enemy to all Counfels^ 
^- ^^* .but 
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but his own. Thcfe will not underftand Chap. 7r 
their Adverfarys, for fear by fo doings L^^>r^> 
they Ihoa'd be forcM to put an end to the 
Controverfy. The Rthmdent won't under- 
ftand the Offonentj for tear of being forcM to 
own the FalQiood of the Propofition he has 
allerted. The O^ywfuf won't underftand the 
Point in Debate, left he Ihon'd be fonfd to 
beliereit, or have nothing to offer againft 
it. They who emy ofbers^ won't underftand, 
for fear of being forced to acknowledg a 
Truth either found dut, or defended by 
themi or to own our Obligations to them 
for that Truth : No, they'll firft mifrepre* 
lent him, and then give him ati ill Name. 
They who endeavour ta render their Neigh- 
bonrs odiom^ won't underftand them, left 
they ihou'd be compel'd by their own Con- 
fciences to acknowledg that they did them 
an Injury, and that their raging, brutilh 
Clamours againft them were unjuft and ill«- 
grounded. They who condemn others with- 
out a hearing, won't underftand them, left 
they Ihou'd be forc'd to acknowledg the 
Ralhnefs of their Judgment. Schifmaticks 
won't 4inderftand the Orthodox and Gatho^ 
lick, left their Separation (hou'd be prov'd 
groundlefs and unwarrantable. Some won't 
underftand the Difrefpe£ters of the AntientSy 
left they fhou'd find the Antients as liable 
to Error as the Moderns. The Admirers of 
Antiquity won't underftand the Moderns^ for 
fear of finding fomething in them excellent 
and extraordinary, which to the Antients was 
utterly unknown. The Moderns don^t care 
for underftanding the Antients^ left they be 

found 
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Caap.T.found to be flic InreBtors of litde or no* 
^ thing that is new. And many, wb^ laugh 
at other Mens OpiftiMs J won't underftand them, 
left they themfelves Ihoa'd appear ridica- 
lous, in laaghing at what was no ways (b. 
They who write Booh of Controverfy in Reli* 
gion, won't underftand their Adverfarys, left ^ 
by fb doing an end be put at once to their 
Writing and Reputation. They who difMte 
for Gain and tofular Afflaufe won't onaer- 
ftand their Aaverfarys, for fear they Ihou'd 
have nothing to confate. They who have 
mifunderfiood an Author j won't underftand him, 
becaufe they fcorn to acknowledg themfelves 
miftaken* Our Contenders ahout Words won't 
underftand their Adverfarys, for fear of be- 
ing forc'd to confefs themfelves Triflers : Too 
hard a Task for Fleih and Blood, and never 
donefince^4i« / 
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CHAP. VIIL 

The Signf of this^Difimper of 
• the Mind. 

PERHAPS wcfcall bellow our Pains to 
no ill or needlefs purpoft, if we en- 
quire into the Signs and Symptoms of this 
Evil of the Mind, that wc may be prepared 
to coniider more attentively the Matter 
which at any time we fead:or hear debated, 
and to tsdsje more care in obferving and de- 
leting Logomachys wherever we nod them. 
The firlt lign of contending merely about 
Words is, '. .^ ' 

I* When 4 MmirfenfffU €n9wh^in other 



Chap. 8* 



things J JhaB offof^^k^rutb nniverJaUy screed ti 
ky d8 MMkind ^ \$s fnobabU he difers from 
you more in Words than in tteaUty. He cau'C 
disbelieve common Principles, known and 
aUow'd by every Man as fooa as he hears 
and ooderftandsthem. Thus, if the Stoicks 
affirm the moft exquifite Pains to be no Evils, 
or to have no harm iirthem^ That a wife 
JMan can't be unfortunate, tho burning to 
IXath in Thdsiris^ BuU : If Stil^ the Mega* 
tean deny'd that there were Men in the 
World : If fonie modern Philofophers de^ 
ny Fire to be hdt, the Air in Winter to be; 
cold. Snow to be whiter ^ven thefef^rrticj/F, 
tho they feem to be at fuch a valt wide dif- 
K fcrencc r 



Digitized 



by Google ■ 



t^VN*, 



130 A Difmrfe of l/>gwnachys. 

Chag^S.fercace from the reft of Mankind, yet difa- 
^ grcc with us more in Words, and in the man- 
ner of expreffing themfelves, than in any 
thing clfe. 

2. If any feem to Ucfrjf a thing very eafily iw- 
derfiood^ and whkh feep^to you fa, clearly and 
imqiiefiionahiy irue^ that you catft fojfthly dertf 
it your jlffent^ nor fo much at catt it into qutj- 
tion wou^d you ever fo feign \ believe that fuch 
a one does only in Words^ and not re^Uy^ difa^ 
gree tvith you. F6t Reafoj^ is the iame in a!l 
Mcnv fo that Wh impoffible^'for one Maa 
to think a Propofitlon evident, -and another 
to think it falfe,' if they hare a dear and joft 
Notion of its Sepfc and Meaning; There's 
nothing more f^ilfe than that Saying ctf the 
jitademiclsj That^oibing has fi cerT/thr £vi^ 
dence df its being true^ httMat^for arf 
thing we know J may be fdlfi^ And' there's no- 
thing more evident than that many thinjgs 
are 10, What can be more certiiw than this, 
that it's more eafy to felk as Airi^docs, 
than to believe one Word he fays? Or that 
lie and his Followers arc truly taDM a SS 
of Lyarsl If we believe St. >fr(/?/;!r, theJca-^ 
demicks were as dogmatical afnd J)ofitivc as 
anyof thePhilofophers, and held Ptato^s Ofi' 
Iiions for fo many Oracles. Only to vex and 
lea^ie the Stoicksj they wouM have it that no^ 
ihing cou'd be perfeftly known ; that thence 
they might prove the Stoicks knew nothing* 
Without difpute, there are Propolitions evi- 
dent and certain ^ and fuch as are evident to 
one, arefo to another, if he rightly under- 
Hands them. Some things -arc fo evidcnti 
aiid obvious, and eafy to be known, that one 

wou'd 
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wo&'d think 'twas impoffible there fhouM be Chap. 8* 
any Difpntes aboatthem j and yet there are -^^VN^ 
mnltitades of Contrpvedys even about fech 
things : An iaconteftabte Proof that we di& 

?ate about Words^-ofniertban we do about 
^hings.'- '■' '■'■'^-\' •' '' ^' , 

The Truth of Axionis k fo manifeft and 
certain^, that do but compare the Subjed of 
the Propofition with its Attribute or Predi- 
cate, and jrou'n be forcM to own it whe-. 
ther you will or no. You can't fo much- as 
doubt of it. Let any one deny th^ twa and 
two make fovr^ or that the Whole is greater 
than its Farts \ iet them down for merry 
Gentlemen, who lore to hear themfelves talk, 
but don't believ^a word of what they lay. 
Many Truths, as evident as thefe, arc not* 
^ithftanding madtf matters of Debate ; par-^ 
.ticularly mzny metafhf/lcal Maxims, whole 
Trtith is as clear as th^ Sun- Whence come 
Difputes tbeb? only from mifunderftanding 
one another's Words- 

WhatI fary of Axioms, I fay alfo of Pro* 
pofitions immediately deduciblc from them* 
For few Men are fo blind, as not to fee the 
Truth x>f Propofitions, which are the necef* 
firy dired Cdnfcquecfces of firjt Princifles, 
Who docs not eafily conclude, from its bein^ 
impojpble for the fame things at the fame time, 
to PC and not to be, that there can be no 
(uclw thing in nature as ^ Round Squari^f All 
our real Qiflferences are about Things ^cly 
probable *, for the finding out of whofe Truth 
we muft as much rely on the Report or our 
Senfes, as the Didates of our Reafbn \ ^nd 
truft our own and others Mcmorys^ and > 
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Chap. 8. argue from the Authority of fallible Men: 
CXVX^ And at the fame time, perhaps we are much 
more difposM to hearken to uie Iniinuations 
of our Fancys and Paflions, than the fober 
Didates of our Reafon \ and have more re- 
gard to what ii ProfiuhU or Fleafanfj than 
what is True. Here the Saying certainly 
holds. So many men^ fo many minds. 

But what, y^y ^0f<, are there no Difputes 
about Things evuient ? Yes, undoubtedly. $ut 
then they are about Things difficult to be 
known: Whofe Truth lies a great way offy 
and mufl: be brought to us by a long Trainee/ 
Confetjtuencesf all which every one is not capa- 
ble or niarlhalling in his Head, in due Rank 
and File, at the fame time. Some are not 
vers'd enough in the Scieilces -, others have 
not Qaicknefs enough of Apprehenfion : Ibme 
bave not Capacity of Mind ^ others are not 
duly attentive i or if they be at firft, they 
have neither Patience nor Power to hold it 
long. Hence 'tis that in difficult Inquirys, 
fome fee the Truth clearly, fome dimly, and 
fome can fee nothing of it at all. Here I 
wou'd recommend to you this Rule:, JFi«f- 
ever cne^ no Wi^s inferiour to you in Parts #r 
Learnings effofer what you cat^t but think 
you clearly and difiinSily fee to be an evident 
Truth J dor^t believe that his Sentiments are 
really different from yours ^ before you have exa^ 
mitfd the Controverjy over and over^ in aB its 
Branches^ with a feaate and attentive Mind* 

3. Whenever a wife man^ in a Difpute^ feems 

to maintain an Opinion manifeftly abfurd and 

ridiculous^ \is much if you guefs amifs^ by 

thinking he contends about IVordsi They who 

.4. fcarch 
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icarch into the Meaning of the Hply Scrips Oap.8» 
turesj obferve this Rule 5 Wben tht Wurds ^y^>r\if 
wmft te^ar 4 f roper Senfe witlmit rumting ^s into 
Mft Abfurdityj u uke ftp with a§gyrittiv€ 0ne\ \ 
fince nothing onreafonable can 1x joftly attri^ 
bated to the Fountain of Wifdom. 

I don^t fay but the ^ifeft Men may be miA 
taken ^ but then we .ought to have fo much 
r^rd for them, as not to think that at ere* 
ry torn they doat, rave, and are out of their 
Witsl If that of Cartefius looks like a Para* 
dox. That ^^ nothing is more equally divi- 
^ ded amongft Men than a good Mind:** 
Thus much however we may grant. That 
Meafon and i^ rood VfUtrfianding an net our 
FeouUar j but that others alfo have their Portion 
and Share ofit^ So when Cicero lays, *' There's 
^ nothing fo abfard but what has been adert* 
^ cd by fomc of the Philofophers," let it 
pais for a Rhetorical Hyperbole. 

Let us imitate the Criticks,^ who in cor* 
reding an Author, if they find any Words 
which are obicure, or faint, and without 
Spirit and Empbafis ; tho the Reading ^gree 
with the moft aatient Copys, yet they won't ^ 
believe it genuine, bat fubftitute Words of 
-Life and Vigour ii^iheir places. Welhou'd 
do like the Expowiders ot Riddles^ who dili- 
^ntly examine every Word, that che^T mayn't 
mifs of one Ambiguity. Stones, fays one, 
don't grow in Switzerland. l!4o, (ays our 
cunning Spark, nothing grows without ISIou* 
rilhmenti but. Sir, they are augmented, in- 
creas'd and inlarg'd. Plato fays, " The Ideas 
^ of all Things are Eternal :" But do's he 
i^y (bat thefe Ideas, as diftin& and feparated, 

K 3 not 
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Chap. 8 • not only from the things themfelves of whkJl 
^•W> they arc Ideas, but alio from the Divim In^ 
ttUtEt^ exifted eternally ? If he do% that moft 
Coll At Elegant Writer Rafiny hat reafcm to iay^ 
rift* 8c u That thefe feparate Ideas are lb abfiirdt 
Plat. ic that it is impoffiWe to think how they 
« cou'd enter into the Thoughts of ib creat 
«* a Philo&pher as flatif ''. The feme Philo- 
fopher reprelents Socrates inltrading Meihia^ 
des^ ** That the Soul only is the Man; and 
^^ that the Body is as much diftinguifli'd from 
<^. it, as its Inftniment, as the Batcher is 
*« from his Knife", ratro asks, whether 
they be as different a$ the Herfeman and the 
JJorfi i yet if we imagine Plato thought there 
was no clofcr Tye between the Soul of a 
Man and his Body, than there is between the 
Butcher and his Knife, or the Horfe-man and 
his Horfe, certainly we fball do him a piece 
of Injuftice ; he cou'd never think at fo wild 
a rate. And, how fillv wou'd he be wfaa 
^ou'd go about to confute fuch an Opinion 
as this? Don't pretend to prove againft th^ 
Pcripateticks, that there is no Horror of N^ 
tur€\ That no Appetite or Dejire may be at- 
tributed to Matter and the Elements: For 
they don^t ufe, nor intend their Words in a 
proper literal fenfe. Thus, when CartoRm 
fays, That God is pofitively from himfel^ 
you ought not to believe that a Chriftian 
. Philofopher in his right Senfes can entertain 
fuch an abfurd felf-contradiding Notio^ 
^s that of God's heing^ before he had aSer 
ing \ th^t he produced himfelf ^ and whilft 
he' was yet Non-exifi€nt\ caus'd himfelf t#/je(^, 
Let Qon; here objed to i|s our ^nthufiafms, 
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Whims knd Freaks in Rell^on j feme mVi Chap. 8* 
be fooUJh anii i;ain in their Jpiaiinafions in all ^^V"^ 
Societys and Conditions of Slen ; fo, were 
the Heathens. But if you charge any grofi 
Abfurditys on fuch as Socrates^ Piatcy Arifia^ 
tie 6v' Zleftoy you are in the wrong: They 
undoubtedly err'd in many things, but thea 
*twas with Wit and Subtilty; the greateft 
part of their Writings and Opinions were 
fuch as might be expefted from the greateft 
Men deftitute of the Light of the Holy 
Scriptures. And as for the t^gvptians^ tho 
the Common People, who knew uttle or no- ^ 
thing of their Symbolical Theology^ nor the 
Meaning of the Hiereglyphicksy were confe- 
quently over-run with Barbarifm and Super-* 
ftition ^ the Wife and Learned amongft 
theni were free from it, and had as little 
Rjefpcft for their God SerapUy as Jews have 
for Bread made a God by Tranfubftantia,- 
tion. ' 

4. If any afcribe to his Aiverfary^ who in 
other things is efuiek and afptehenjtve enough^ 
an Opinion agreeable with (jis prejent DeJ^n^ 
but which manifestly ctajhes With fome other of 
lots avowed Opinions'^ iis a fiirewd Sign that the 
Difagreement arifes from the Mifuniderfiandir^ 
and Mifapplication of fome particular Words or 
Exprejfions. Hence nothing more frequent in 
Books of CoAtrover^ than, Sir^ Ton are re* 
pugnant with your felj\ Ton contradict what you 
ajferted in fuch a place of your Writings* 

Thefe AccMlations are feldom well laid, 

when chargM upon Men of Confideration 

and Judgment. Their Words may feem to 

be repugnant, when their Opinions are iini- 

K 4 form 
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Chap. 8. form and all of a piece. Pray obfervc, that 
•^'VV;! here fpeak of thofe O^nions which arc 
founded on and in&r'd from kaiional Trm- 
eiples : nbt fiich as we believe on account 
or the Authority of others, or becaufe we 
ithink we remember the Matter of Fad with 
all its Circumftances, for here the wifeft Men 
fometimes forget themfelves. 'Tis not fo in 
Arts and Sciences, where one Propofition de- 
pends upon, and is clofehy connefted with 
another. Here, it's true, Meji of Judgment 
may err, but they can't So cafily be inconfi" 
itent with themfelves ^ fb that we fhou'd not 
rafhly afcribe to Men of Accuracy, Doftrines 
abfolutely deftruaivc of the Hypothecs which 
they maintain* 

Pl4iOj fays Cktro^ in his Tim^ui and Book 
of Laws, affirms " that the World is God, 
*' as alfo the Heaven, Stars, Earth, &c.^ 
But muft we aicribe this to Plate in the 11*' 
teral Meaning of the Words ? Is it poffiblc 
that he ihou'd here talk fo abfurdly of the 
Supreme Being, who in other ]^laces talks 9> 
prthodoxly ? God, 6ys PUto in Plutarch^ is a 
Spirit^ a diftioft and feparate Form, with- 
out mixture with any Matter, and obnoxious 
to non« of the Paflions v ^nd Gcero himfelf, 
.Ipeakingof P/4r<7, fays, That the C7rfr/4ir/ dc- 
;ny'd Qod to h^vc a Body. The fame Opi- 
nion is (:onftantly afcrib'd to Plate i fo that 
wh?n he feems ^o fay what^ Q'^ere ohk&i a- 
^ainft him, he miift either fpeak according to 
th^ Swtlmcrits of others, ot Tulljf mifundcr- 
ftands him, 

, Many are greatly offended with feme of 
Piw PoUtidans^ fqr affiripin§ rfcir princes are 
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fo mmh iAw€ JJtw that they are not Mi^d hy Chap*8. 
dmy: TKat twfi^pumly they cmt^t d^ amifs^ cr L/VN> 
all itigMtyy but may do as they fleafe. Tbefe 
are perhaps crude Expreflioiis ; but then thas 
much may be faid in behalf of thele Politi- 
ciaas. that above all things they recommend 
to their princes the Love of Religion in 
themlelves^ and the Eocooragement of it in 
their Snbjefts ^ and the ftria and conftant 
Bxercife of Juftice, Qemency^ and all the 
other Virtues, and threatning them with the 
greateft Severity of Divine Vengeance, if they 
aft contrary to the Puty and Dignity of their 
Stations, tor this very Reafon, That they 
are UNACCOUNTABLE, and their 
peribns not liable to be try*d by oar Courts 
of Judicature, as Subjefts are. 

5' ^f--^ ^.^ ^ Cantrwerfy charges his Adver-- 
fary with a ifery abfurd Jhameful Ofinioff^ feetn^ 
ingly agreeiJfle enough witkfome of hie Exfref-^ 
fions^ but to which his Life and TraBice have 
been /ne continued confiant Contradi£Hon ) 'w 
mufh if this be not occafiond by a Logomachy. 
PhyfiCians, as has been obferv'd, often differ 
about the Nature of a piftemper, yet agree 
in their Prefcriptions i a certain Sign of their 
dijfiering about Words. 

The Deft Interpreter of many of the Phi- 
lofbphers Sayings is their Praftice. Laertius 
informs us, Ywas Fyrrhoh Opinion, that no^ y 

phing was good or evily jufi or unjufi by Nature ; 
^twas only Cuftom made them fo : An im^ 
pious jj^rxpreffidn no doubt, and deftruftive 
of all common Honcfty ! But was Pyrrha fuch 
f Beaft as to allert this? without Difpute, 
.if we qiay believe the fame Laertius^ who 

adds, 
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Chap.8*add^, That there's nothing in the .AQertidn 

lyVN; but what wasj exadly agreeable with his Ofe 
and Praaice. 

Bat what Iball we fey of Eficuruf? Ob, 
thinks an unthinking Spark, he's a gallant 
Philofopher! I love Philofophy •, not that 
which confifts in airy .S|>eculations, but which 
is deliijious and paktable : ' They think of 
no Company in Eficurus's Gardens^ but fuch 
jolly boon Companions as Aficius : That in- 
ftead of Books, Pcn^ Ink and Paper^ there's 
nothing to be feen but Tables corer'd widk 
^11 manner of Varietys 'and IXiintys, and 
Bottles of the moft rich andi generous Wines-. 
If Efkums were alive, and thefc to vifit hlm^ 
hoW ladly wouM they i>t difappointed in 

18). lo; their Entertainment ! Ask Lamius what 
was ordinarily his Bitt of Fare every Day, 
he'll inform you ^was nothing but cos&fi 
Bread and Water. But then our Mafter of 
Pleafure far'd more fumptuoufly on gay Days 
and Feftivals ? Why truly here youll be dc- 
ceiv'd again, iF you promife your ^If any 
thing like a FiteUian Banquet : Here are none 
of your Thoufends of Filhes and Birds; not 
the Livers, Brains, Tongues and Entrails oJF 
Stares, Pheafants and Pea^dRcks, the be^uti* 
ful Birds call'd Pheenkeftersy and Lampreys. 

Laert.ib.What then? Hear out of Laertius what he 
writes for ; " Pray, fays he to his Friend, 
*' fend me a little Cythcridian Cheefe, i)ci. 
" caufe I defign to regale feme Friends with a 
*' very handfome fplendid Banquet. " But 
i)erhaps Efkurush Word is not to be taketf. 

Ep. 21. Hear then what Seneca lays, " When any 
*^ approaches JEpiVwrw^s Gardens, and fees the 
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•* Infcription, Come in Sir, You arc veryChap.8i 
*• wdcome, here's Pleafare for yonr Entcr-v>v-vj 
« tainojent, the greateft Good Man is capa- 
« ble of enjoying : You'll find an honeft- 
« Matter of the Family, extremely hofpita- 
*♦ ble and fincerely kind: He'll entertain you 
« with very good Barl^y-Cakes, and as much 
« clrarSpring-Water as yon pleafeto drink, 
« and -wiU take what Care he can to convince 
«' you ttet you are very wdcome." Many 
wou d think It very hard td live fich an a!)- 
ftcinions Life, who notwithftanding are al- 
ways, clamouring and declaiming a^ft £«/, 
cwttt and the Efkvretms. If any who liv'd 
in extreme Poyerty, in the ftriaeft Tempe- 
rance, yet with the greateft Content, fliou'd 
publifli an Opinion that Riches were the 
Chief Good*, I fliou'd prefently be inclin'd to 
tWnk that he underftood the word Riches 
Mi another fenfe than we generally dd. The 
^A L'"?S °^ Eficurus when he ufes the 
woydP/r^/wre.- It's the moft improbable SudJ 
TOlJtion in the World, if it be not impoffible, 
that a Man fliou'd live fo ftridly as he liv'd! 
and have fuch loofe licentious Principles, 
as It's generally believ'd ht had. I wifli ou? 
Divines wou'd more frequently judg of Mens 
Opinions by their conftant Praafces : Did 
ttey foflow this Method, they wou'd not fo 
often injure their Neighbours out of Confci- 
ence, and fet whole Kingdoms and Common- 
wealths in a Flame, under a Pretence of Pr*- 
ferving tht Chvrth. 

L f * f^'^i" * Cmrovtrfy the Diffutmts trove 
^ i. ^'•^M'wtf md negative Part of the 
^^m by the fame Argrnnents^ it feldom fails 

but 
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Ch^. 8. hvt the Qntfiion in debate is either mreng fut er 
ty'VX; mifundtr^ood ; for knowing acute Men catft 
but fee the Tendency of an Argument, efpe- 
cbUy if the Confequence. be eafy and clear: 
And therefore when an Argument is* retort- 
ed upon them, there's generally fome Mifun- 
derltaading in the Cafe. Two Of pojkes' an^t 
be proved by the iaifte Argument, therefore 
tfaofe feemingly contrary Propofitions can't 
be Opfojt^es^ nor contrary. Tb give an In- 
ftanee: 

Claudius Salmafius and Daniel Heinfius^ two 
bright Ornaments of the laft Age, held a 
mighty Controverfy concerning the HeUenifiick 
Language^ whether the SefttuigintWtt^xovLQl 
the Old Teftament, and the N(w Teftament, 
were written in that peculiar Language, or 
Pialcd, call it as yon pleafe, or no ? No, 
fays Salmafius : I beg your Pardon, iays 
JHteinfius. Well, Partys were made, and 
jbarp Books written on both fides ; but a 
Paflage worth reading is Salmafius^ Condu- 
fion of his Book, which he caUs the Fmerd 
cf the HeUenifiick Lmguage. He introduces 
Heinfiolm (as he ridiculoully calls his Adver- 
fary, the great Heinfius) as the Phcsnide (not 
the Phosnix you may aflure your felf) of the 
Age, thp.Ke^aliolus (forfooth) or Little Wren 
> of the Learned ^ ^nd the L^fsiniola^ or littU 
fJightit^ale (by the way one wou'd tUnk 
Wrens and Nightingales fmall enough with* 
out the Epithet little) I lay, the little Nightin- 
j^sde of Eloquence, inconfolable, and figbiog 
in mouirnful Notes the Lofs, not of If^lds 
nor ffermegardes^ but of his Daughter, that 
Pc^ and ^.ovely Girl, his chi^f aad- only 

Peligbr, 
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Delight, namM HeBmifiituta (auin withfyoor Ghap.8. 
Diminutives!) violently ravifli'd from him^-^^V^^ 
by the Great Sdmafius^ tho lefs, it feems^ 
than little Heinfius.^ Can any thing in the 
World be more ridicnlous, more pedantick^ 
more rude, more ungentlemanlike, or more 
provoking than this canting, infulting Rhap^ 
fi>dy of Salmafius f And what was all this 
fbrf Truly, befides the Digreffions, fach as 
References to the Jivrifiij Grecian and Rfiman 
Antiqoitys, Conliderations of ibme Places of 
Scripture, and other Writers; all that^s lefk 
is a nftre Neife about nething^ a pitiful L&^ 
gemdcby. They who fay that the Language 
' 10 which the Septuagiot and New Teftament 
arc written is. the HeHenifticl^ mean by it a 
Laneaage that's not purely Greek, but partly 
patcnM up with Hebraifmsj, Syriafms ana Chal- 
daifms /That fiich is the Greek of the Sep- 
tuagint and New Teftament, is pad: all Dis- 
pute. Pray what does Salmafius and his.FoU 
lowers fay to this? Why, that thefc ileUe^ 
nifins are not zLangua^e^ prayobferve; con- 
iequently not an HeUcnifiicl Language, but a 
mere Device^ Well, what's all this to the 
purpofe, Griat^ High and Mighty Menfieur ? 
Your Adverfarys will allow you to call it 
an Hehraifiicl^ ExheBenifiick^ JfheHenifiici 
Language, or Dialed if you pleafc;, or what elle 
yonpleaie, they won't ftand with yoo about a 
Word. Oh ! but fays Jfhrewd Salmafius^ I have 
gain'd my Point ; for if what you call fo be 
not the HeSemfiick Language^ by your own Con- 
felGon the Septuagint Tranflation and Kew 
Teftament can*C be written in the HcUemfiick 

l^anguage. 
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Chap. 8, LangUMB^ What egregious Trifling was this 

iXWJ about words I 

7. Mo^ of the Difpites concerning Ve^U 
tions and Divifions dre mere Logomachy s. For 
ijiot tpjinfifl:, that thefe Difputes are but a* 
bout the Method and Manner of treating the 
•Sciences,; wh|ch is a Mnd of contending a- 
bout Weirds) Definitions are either Nomind 
or Re4r Ixireal Definitions, or Definiuoas 
of the Mng k felf, we regard more its R^ 
gularity. and Conformity to the Precepts of 
Logicians, than we do its Truth. Tj\i% De- 
finition b fomewhat obfcurc ; add this Word, 
'twill be' much clearer and more intelligible, 
By no. means j *twiU then be too long by 
two, if not three Syllables. In one Defini- 
tiojj, there's a lad Complaint, there's no (7f* 
nus t& be found: And in another, he's a 
inere Stranger, he claims Kindred of the reft 
"of the Words, in the Definition, but not one 
Soul will own him. Lamentable Ca&s f One 
'defines Logici^ the jirt of thinking aright^ 
Andvihj aright ? lays another; is it not in- 
cluded in the word Art ? Grammar is the Art 
cffpeaking wett. Yes, ^nd' Writing too, fays 
another. Your Pardon, fays the nrlt. How 
ridiculous is it to bring Copdatives and JDijjune* 
^iwi into Definitions? 

To difpute about nominal Definitions, is 
certainly to contend about Words. Bitf 
there are multitudes of thefe which pals for 
Definitions of the Thing it felf, and not of 
the Name. I define a Caufe to be, a Prinei^ 
tie diJUnit from that of which it is a Princifle^ 
You'll define it otherwife perhaps; Vm cotf 
tent. But according to my Definition, Mdf' 

ttr 
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ter and Farm can't be reckon'dtwo Caufes of Chap* 8. 
3edy j one being only mentdUy^ the other mo^ L^VN^ 
daily diftinguilh d' from Body. And what 
barm is there if they be iiot ? Is tiiere any 
Injury done to the O>mmonwealth ? Bat nei- 
ther are they Parts of a Body, if yon define 
a Part rightly, when ypa fiy^ 'T?/ a thing 
reatty diftinEt from every ether thing of the 
fittne whole to winch if belongs* I conms thefe 
Definitions will deprive Matter and Form of 
fi>me Titles of Honour, but the Principles of 
Body wiD be never a whit the lefs noble. 

You. tell me my Definition of Motion U 
very faulty, becaufe it only .Agrees with lo€a^^ 
# Motion. And fuppoie I be minded to define 
ovXj Local Motiopj or to call nothing Motion 
but what is Locate what ill Cohiequence can 
you Infer from hence? Gonfequence! Why, 
mercy upon us ! at this rate G^^^^tf/w, Cor* 
ntftiony'jipgmentstion^' Diminution^' Alteration^ 
•won't be Motions. Pray dear Good Sir, don't 
bfc out of Patience, 6t out of Heart •, in- 
ftead of their old na*KS given them by their 
God&ther Arijhtle^ they fliall hate as new, 
pretty, modifh, and fafhionable a name gi- 
ven them as you can wi(h. 

Not lefs trifling sire the Difputes Con- 
cerning, the Diviiions of Things : As when the 
Debate is, Whether Being or Entity be morci 
properly diftributed into ten Category s, or 
two, or three ? Whether it be better to di- 
vide M^nitude into a Line^ and a thing^ de.. 
hneated'j and then the thing delineated into 
Surface and Body? Or to divide it imowdi- 
ately into JLm^, Surface and Body? Whiffchier 
there bcfiveSenfes, or, as 5c^/ffr win have 
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C3iap.8.it, fix, or more V according to their KotioB,^ 
» who wou't allow Tpuchin^ or Feeling to be a 
fiiigle Senfe, bqt to be direrfifyM by the va* 
riety of its Objeas? Whether there be only 
two forts of FluntS', accordisg to Afofesh Di- 
vifion of them into Trees and H^bs ; or three. 
Trees J Shrubs^ VLtid Herbs i or four, Trees^ 
Shrubs^ H^rbs^ and Gardet^Herbs fit for Food ; 
and whether a fifth fort may be allow'd, 
fuch as Mufiirooms^ Puffs^ &c. I fancy at a 
Feaft, a Man, who was very hungry, wou'd, 
foon grow very angry, to hear the Carvers 
difpute into how many Fragments this Joint ef 
Meaty or that Sfurgeon ihouM be divided ? and 
of the belt manner of cutting up this Hare^^ 
or that FvUetj till be had .quite loft his Ap-i 
petite. And is it not great pity that M^n^ 
fo earneftly defirous of Truth, feouM be fi> 
long hinder'd from the Sight and Kaowledg 
of it, by, I dotft fay ncedlefs filly Diftinc- 
tions, but by long, ufelefs Controverfys a* 
bout them ? when Divifions may be arbitrd-^ 
ry, if no confiderable partbeomitted« 

8. If am me he very tenacious of feme gtne* 
ral Exfrejfions^ which either J^ify nothing Mf" 
tinEllyj or admit of divers fignipcations t if^ 
when defir^d to ex f lain them^ be hefitateSf and 
can^tor won^t find out flainer Words to exfrefi 
himfetf by\ but wiU have his own to be fi cUar% 
that you carft weU mifunderftand him.' JXf* 
futes with fuch are gemrah merely verbal Con^ 
tentions* Some imagine ir a Word be com* 
mon, it muft of confequence be clear and 
fignificant, tho it be ever fb confus'd and 
indiftind. If they think they underftaad 
themfelves, they won't^uppoCb but you uo- 

derftand 
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d^rftand them as well. And perhaps you do : Chap. 8* 
for ask them the meaning of this and that L/VXI 
Wbrd^ and the determined Senfe in which 
they ufe it 5 they can'ft give you a ready An-^ 
fwer, but will oe very angry at your Imper- 
tinence in asking Queftions about Words fo 
Very plain and ufual. And you can by no 
means petfuade them to omit for the pre^ 
fent a Word liable to exception j if they do 
this, they can hold forth no longer. If thefe 
Men are zealous for Liberty^ the word Z/- 
herty is ijfi their mouths on every occafion^ 
If their Superiours do any thing contrary 
to their Inclinations and particular Interefts, 
. it's an Infringement of thieir Liberty : if they 
zQt any thing indecently, they are privi-* 
leg'd to do fo by their Liberty. Ask them 
the particular Senfe in which they take the 
Word, they won't take it well ot youi 

But you go on ; Do you mean the Liberty 
of the CommuHityj or of finite Perfirts ? If 
the latter, do you mean a Freedom from att 
SubjeRionj or from fome certain troublefom ot^ 
chargeable Dutys^ to which your Subjedion 
renders you obnoxious? A few fuch Qjiefa 
tions as thefe will make them quite out of 
Patience with you. What^ dotCt you Inox^ 
iBohat Liberty it! Ton are not fit to be talked 
with. Some are very earneft for the Rcfti- 
tution of their Rights and Privile^es^ whe 
can't name one but what they eujoy* Bufi 
they think in general thefe Words lignify 
fome very great and excellent things which 
if they were once in pofleflion of^ they 
fliouM be wonderfully happy* 
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phap.S; Here let it be obferv'd, that ap^ obftinate 
V/yV adb^reaee to obfcure aud ambigaojas Wprds^ 
is a figa of a Mind fqnd of contending a- 
bout Words : bnt that, on the pther ha^nd, 
there are fome who \yiU not be fatisfy'd with 
the plaineft Words, Thus the Avians cop'd 
by no means pn4?rfl:and 'o^&r/®-, a word 
fignifying c»»tf of the fameEffenee^ not becaufe 
^twas obfcure, but becaufe 'twas top. pfeift 
and eafy to be underftood. 

• p- If two diffute ak^ut a Profofiiioft^ of whifh 
pu have a very clear and difiinEt Perception \ 
but ax the fame time you apfrehend the Mean^ 
ingj Drift and Defgn of the Arguments of nei^^ 
ther the one nor, the other : you p$ay he fretty cer^* 
tain that they diffute m^reh ahout Words* 
For if you, who calmly conuder what is of- 
fered on both hands, underftand neither ) 
how fhou'd they, who, in the heat of Difpu- 
tation, confider more what they tbemfelves 
have to fay, than what their Adverfarys fay 
or have faid, be thought more intelligent ? 
Befides, the Hofe of Vidory, and the Shame 
of being outdone (which Goc^derations can't 
but at fuch a Jundure, and ojn fuctt an Occa^ 
fion,diftraa: their Thoughts in fome degree) 
mull needs be a means, not at all of iUumi'^ 
nating the Underftanding, byt of rendring 
it dark and cmfuid. But let it be obferv'd, 
that the Rvle holds good, when the Debate 
is about a "Xhefis^ in an Art or Science^ which 
you know equally well with either 6f the 
Difputants-, which I wou'd alfo have well 
remcmber'd, when we come to fpeak of the 
other Signs of Controverfys being merely a- 
bout Words. For to the ignorant many 

things 
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'things are ohfcwe dnd ihextricabUi which to ChaR^tfi 
the Learned appear With all the Clearnefs -W*^ 
imagin^Ie. One thing more I wou'd have 
obfervM, thit the fout* iaft Signs of a Dif- 
putation's being merely about Words, is 
principally dpply'd to thofe Debates in our 
Acadeiriy^ where Reffondm and Ofjtment 
fpeak audibly face h Face. I fhall add no 
Examples^ they being ^eafily taken notice of^ 
and every day obvious to the inteUigeni and , 
bonftderateKtzAtv. 

lo. If notwithjtanding j/oufr AttentioH^ and 
f erf ell: Knowledg of the Thefts debated^ yail 
iC4n^t linderfiand the Argument^ which the Oppa-^ 
nent brings td invalidate its Truth ; it^s a Sigri 
0f a Logomachy. For many times the Oppo-^ 
nent ofRrs his Arguments algainlt a Propofi* 
tion, only with a genetal Defign of faying 
fomething, before he has well confider'd 
what is proper to befaid^ and really for his 
purpofe. No wonder if in fuch a Cafe^ 
which often happens, that you don't uider- 
ftand the Objeftipn, when the Opponent himJ; 
felf has not a clear JJotion of it^ Thb Re- 
fpondent fights with a ihadow, has either nd 
Enemy, or one not fufiiciently provided With 
, Arm? : He begins the Combat with a mighty 
Noife, and that's the iriain of his Artillerjf'i 
His Piftols are ehirg'd with Gunpouder c- 
nough, but there's never a Bullet In thefli ^ 
they ^ve a great Report without doing the 
leafl: Execution^ and miy put a faint-hearted 
Man in a fear, but can do no other mifchief. 

II n If in a i)ifputation^ j/ou apprehend nfetj^ 
TiotU^ both the Fropofitim debated^ and the Argu^ 
fnent »f tht Opfmnt againfi it^ butf i»iih dS 
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C\[z:^.%*y$ur Attention^ catit underfiand the Defence cf 
^/V'N^ the Reffondent j you tn^ reafonahly fi^ffelty thdt 
the Remainder of the Viffute will frove a Mere 
Logomachy. For this is often an infallible 
iign, that jthe Refpondent can fee nothing ex- 
xeptionable in the .Opponent's Argument: 
jtfe mutt not fay nothings nor poorly give up 
the Caufej his wifeft way is therefore to 
pu-ziYle the. Opponent with hard words, which 
neither he himfelf, nor any Mortal befides can 
underitandl If you can't fairly beat your 
Adverfary, throw Duft in his Eyes. Ply 
Jiimwith unintelligible, infignificant Words ; 
you'll quickly tire him at leaft with Sounds 
without Senfe, and Words without Meaning. 
12. If in a Difdutation^ after you have for 
fome time very well underftood both Reffondent 
and Opponent J on a fudden a Mift artfes^ and 
* you iinderfiand neither j you may well conclude^ 
that all the Remainder of their Difjputation wjS 
be a Contention about Words. This is the mir- 
fortune of almoft all DifpdtationS^ where the 
Conteft is not fo much for Truth, as Viftory. 
In the beginning you eafily obferve Perfpi- 
cuity and Order : The Argumeats, Replys^ 
and Inftances are all oppofite, and intelligi- 
ble. You fee the Difputants, and keep them 
company a long time ; wheji on a fudden they 
are vanifh'd, and quite loft. You can fee 
neither of them j nor they, fighting in per- 
fed Darknefs, can't be well fuppos'd to fee 
one another 5 fo that their Arguments muft 
needs be merely blind Logomachys. 

To thefe Signs of a Controverfy's or a 
Difputation's being about Words, you may 
add what was faid before concerning the Cap- 

fes 
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fcs of LogomacKys; Cagfes being the SignsChdp.8; 
of their Effefts, asGlouds are of- Rain- .IL/V%» 
woaM not have any think thefe Signs equally 
certain or jnfalliMe v or that any, finding one 
or more of thefe Signs in a Debate, fliou'd 
prefently conclude it a Logomachy without 
&rther examinationr JSlo-i befor^ ^hc pre- 
tends to pafs a Judgment, let him in tHe firft 
glace be fure to underltand the Opinion of 
Dth I^putants, and then compareJthSm^to- 
f^ther with all the fixadnefs and Dilig^u!?.? 
le Is master o£ By this time he m^y make 9 
pretty certain ladgment. His Opiqion of 
the Ddiate, before fuchi Examination, toa'd 
be groandedonly on Probahilitys. .. j 
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CHAP. IX.: : 

a^ainji this Evih 

MQNG other Rem^dys agaJ^b th!$ 
_ * Evilt whether it be proper to prelcrlh? 
ffetiehfe^ mttcly ftom the Authority ofCm^r 
Header I am not oyer-fconfideiit* |f that 
Herb hais fo much Virtue ia it as to.clear thi? 
IJ^derftandmg of all iCsif refadifceii^ ao^ di^ 
JMind of its fond Defire of Vain-^glory : If it 
be an infallible Help againit Anger,^ Hatred, 
]p,nvy. Party-taking, thie Love of Quarrelling, 
iinjuft Sufpicions, and Zeal without either 
Knowledg or Charity : If it be good to fet- 
|:le fickle aiid volatile Wits ; to reduce wan- 
dring Thoughts ; and to clear the Sight of 
pin-''ynderltandingsf That'it ftiay difcernthe 
Jiature and Property s of Things thro the 
pifguifes and Mifreprefeiitatioqs of Words: 
If Hellebore,^ I fay, has fo much Virtue in it, 
|t's certainly a very fovereiga Medicine, ai| 
pxcejlent, J had almoft faid a never^failing 
tlenaedy againft the Diftemper under confi- 
jj^ration. Cameades and many of thfe Anti-' 
l^t^^u^l ijtJor thefe ^url)ofesj but I don't 
|:horbwly under|land the Nature of Herbs, 
>nd' therefore will not turn Mountebank* \i 
^bis Chapter I Ihall treat of fuch Remedys ai 
fre good for the C^re of the Diftemper; in 
"'^^ '1^^ which will be the Jaft, of thofe 
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Whicli ^fe.of iffe to . pr^fcrvc us ifQ^ i^t ipiiap..9f 
And,' V "^' ^' . . r. i^^srSJ 

!• An excellent Means of deftroyiag^ alj 
Logoniachys at once, Root and Branch, wou'd 
he an ynlverfd Di^ionaryy coniMs-cl by g 
Man, pr tather Men of very cle^ Heads, 
qaicK-fjghted in difcoyering^ and acute in dif- 
cernlng the Opinions of the Learni^j and 
who are di^S^nt and ready, and able n te^h 
them to others in a plain and naturi Me- 
thod. They flipu'^ ipfertand explain -rfo^^i-. 
beticatty sXi Words /and Forms of Ipeifng 
l^hich have. ofcafiofl'dXogomachys: 'I\ey 
lhoa)d pijt g ;4iftin(9: M^rk upon fucli Wojs 
as are .ot.»tf Si^nificapioni'thqih of an unc^ 
tain J thofe of a va^hus , ?in4 lunconfiant^ . al^ 
thofe^oFa c(>«/«j'^ Sigai^^ All \^orc\ 

wMcn^ye,af^jrf4*», eonfi^fit^^ anddifil^BSi^^ 
nificktio^^ fhou'd bavp a .Place there, moa'd 
be exa4|Ly.andde^ly.:4eifin'fl» and Examples 
fliou'4 be .addcdLjto .|Uwrate,the Definition : 
And notice ;flioi?d ,be ,gLvsn if thefe Words 
be us'd by any Authors in an uncertain, 4in- \ 
coifl^iit .wd coafus*4r:3en^i for Words us'd 
bjr tlie L^earned in ascertain limited S^nfe, 
will, . when tliey fall into vulgar Mouths, have 
their Senfe ^alter'd and deprav'd, and their 
Significatioii mutilated or enlarg'd.. » ; 
. Such ji lexicon. wouM be of unfpe^kable 
Advantage • to the Learned World, both for \ \ 

tne underftanding or the A^^ts and Sciences, ^ j 

and the Oiniinution, ^t feali, if not the. ut- . \ 

ter Dieftru^ion^ of all .Contending about \ 

Words : 'Twou'd be an tJadertaking worthy ' 

of the: Learned Age we live in, which, alcove 
illl that'have preceded it, lias with the greatelt 

L 4 Induftry 
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Chap.'9. laduftry arm'd themfcivcs againftthc Chcaft 
jL/VV^of unintelligible Cant, and has had tlje 
jnoll generous and ardent Ambition ,of ac- 
quiring a clear and diftinft Knowledg of 
Things. !f the Work be too great for a 
hvTTf let i^ be diftributed amongft ilnany : 
Let one be confin'd to the Confideration of 
one AiJ^> and another to that of another Sci- 
ence: Or rather, let this Man be at the 
pain? to examine one Author, and that 4- 
ffothrj whofe Words and Expreffions hare, 
tlij. their own or their Reader's, fault, oc- 
caon'd Difputes about Words. To give an 
Iitaoce, let one Gentleman take in hand the 
Vorks ofRenatus DefcarteSj pick Out all thofe 
Vords of which his Adverfavys complin} 
£hen range them in jilfhabeticd OrdtVy ex^ 

flain and define them clearly, and without 
he leaft Ambiguity, according to the Senfc 
of the Author : Let the fame be done by o- 
^er Authors, and ipany Indexes collefted in- 
to one body, will finifli and com pleat the 
Vniverfal DiEHonary wc fp6ak Of. 
" .2/ Another means of puttiq^ a flop, if 
not an end to thele Contentions about Words, 
wou'd be t9 clear the Arts and Sciences^ wrt 
tnly of alt thofe words which either have nonCf 
^ a very vncertairty cr confused £^nifi%ationj 
(thefe are a perpetual occafion or Logoma- 
chy s) hut of thdfe alfo which by their lejfer 
€ledrhefs and Perjficuity adminifier Fewel to 
I^iffvtations^ whichy exprefs^d in plainer words^ 
^ot/d'foon vanifii into fmpak\ efpecially thofe 
which Were invented for no other realba 
thaij for increafing the number of Difputes, 
:^r oKwiiig things ?afy to be underftood. 
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yfith hard ttnheard[--of Names v for conceal- Chap. 9) 
ing the Ignorance of the Inventors^ and for k^sT^I 
Tailing them in the efteem of the Vulvar. 
Stephanus Gauffenns fpeaking of the Qneftion, 
Whether Theology be an jirt or Sfiencef 
lays it's a Logomachy. Wou'd you fee this 
Truth with your naked Eyes ? Why then, . 
Jay afide for a little time thoife equivo-* ... . J:; 
cal Words, Jlrty ^cien^Cj Sapienee j and cn- 
/quire into the nature of Theology j without 
catling it by this or that Kame, and then 
confider our modern Difputants, and you'll 
^nd 'em agree entirely in the main Points, 
and difagree in little, if any thing, but 
JVords, the fiital reigning Evil of our Age ! 

I wou'd by nb'mean^ be fo morofe and ill- 

Aatur'd as not to' tolerate even the School* 

Terms, thofc ^of/them which are fignificant^ 

abd have met with the wtiverfd jipfrohation 

6i the Learned': But let them be tolerated 

on this condition, that they live amicably 

arid friendly, and d^on't at every turn break 

the Peace and commit Difordersj let fuch 

be banifli'd the Commonwealth. Some wou'd 

i'ecbmmend them to* us by faying. They of- 

ti^. 'eJcprefs more in twenty words than we 

can, by our conimon Difcpurfey in fo many 

ynes. But | fay, it's better to exprefs that 

% &iany words, which many underftand, than 

"^to exprefs m fevr words What fcarc? oneuur 

4erftknds :, it'sbfetter to ufe ten words which 

*rt(juireno'W(irds( to explain thecd, than two 

or three' Wljiich require a thoufarid* There 

are Philofophets in our days, who in Books 

of no prodigious bulk, have, without the af- 

fiftapce of the . S^hoolmep, cpjaiprehended 

I . /" •' . mpre 
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Cfaaj). 9* more tftatt is perhaps in all their VdlumeS pufe 

t^W together. But you'll fay, it's a difficult Task 

to quit the School-Terms-, it's impoffible to 

perlha(te' the Scatifis and tbomifis to p^rfe 

with thoft Delicacy s. 

Hof.L.^ Efthef becaufe they UarneMy difcarU 




That aS was Stuf^ the Boy hadfwaM(mi'ddovml 

Let evety one do as inucti towards it as 
he can, arid carefuUy abftain from all ambi-' 
goous Wo^-ds i giV'e an infiance that ?hil6fo- 
phy may be without theni^ arid iriculc|fte as 
much to his Difcifles aad PufltsV tf luch 
Words are proi^s'd td him, let him iiot be 
afliam'd to own that he does not underftand 
them, or think it dilhoriourable to ask the 
Meaning of them; If every one took this 
Courfe, every one wou'd be compel'd to fpeak 
fo as to be underftood. Learned Men have 
made ilp inconGderable Advances towards 
fpeaking and writing plainly and intelligibly* 
We begin ^ to be inquifitive after the Senfc 
of every Word, and have almolt forgot to 
admire Nonfenfcal Jar^: Kor arc we a- 
fiiamM to make profemon of our Ignorancb 
of thofe* Words which ,our Authors thcin- 
felves feem not well to underftand ; our mo- 
dern Philofophers have approv'd themftlveis 
Interpreters of Truth and Nature, not .of 

3. ^Tmu^dvery much dfminijh the nunJber of 
Cmmiens about H^ords^ if Aim wtijigive ever 

witing 
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ifrifing againfi me mkther^s Ptrfms^ Mi nTferOiap^p* 
iim no ^thtr Cwfidermim than that of the (3)>iVvi^^*y?sj 
f$ions their jintagonifis tnaintdin^d. Did "(Ve write 
not fb much agaioft Men, Books and PartyS| 
/L$ purely againft their Errors, we fhott'd not 
ft) often contend merely about Words, The 
Opinion we end^vour to coniute, is moft 
times really repiignaat to cor S^ntiment^ of 
Clungs ; but wnen oiir Aim is, not fo mnch 
to fheW the weakhefs bf the erroneQQs Opi^ 
ition, as of the Peribn who maintains i», ^is 
iBucfa if we e&ape a FkUacy of Words. A 
fttSon: who labours to prove Defcdrtes a Seep- 
Ticki ma^» by mifonderftanding his Wotdsi^ 
HtxiiiQh^th his own Jndgmeat ind the others 
R«patat|Qn ^ bnt if Ik can dlijprore that iSd^iw 
ticifit^. wbklt be imagines to be the cGoniJr* 
qtence tA Defcartes^% 0|)inions, without j^r* 
Mnai Kcfic&ons, he wiQ do fomethiii^ wor^ 
tby of a- man's Notice. - 

Bul;^Viay yoii, the Opinion of this Slan^ 
that AutlK>r,, or fudi a Sed, is wicked and 
impious*. : What then ? Difpnnre that wicked, 
jbiifiions Opinion : Spare it not, but briag 
your ffirong^it Argnments againft ft-, and no 
body, bnt they who have a very focid: Con<« 
peit ofitiieir ov^n Opinions, wiU' find fkulc 
witl;i jt\u What necellity is there of chdrg# 
ing oi^e. With this Opinion, another wira 
that, when they both perhaps difclaim/thd 
pne aftd ttie othdr ? But young Men ^re to 
be caution'd^ Againft certain Anthors, fidoks 
^nd Faftionsv i^itof your mind ; they odght 
not oiily to be warned, but arm'd againft tiiem : 
but let it be with the found, fubftantial 
iCiuiwledg of theTruth,^ and undeniable Ar« 
guffleate,/§ad iiot.witli perfonal Prejudices, 
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Chap* 9» and lavedives agaioli: Books they never ready 
%t^^V\i airf Men whofe Principles they never confi- 
der'd nor underftood. We render Truth it 
felf fufpeded, when we ^o about to defend 
it by the fame Arts which People ufe, whea 
they wpd'd trick, deceive and abafe us. One 
good Prpperty young Men have, many of 
them, that they feldom fail of reading, and 
carefully examining a Book which they fee 
cenfurM, or threatned to be fupprefsM. On 
this yery account the C^nefum Pbiiofbphy is 
much more oblig'd to its Enemys than its 
Friwds, forits being lb univerfally.wftd as 
it has be^' throughout the civilized, part of 
the World. Let us therefore contend againft 
Btr^Sr rather than thofe whom we jadg'£r« 
roneaus^ and prefer Truth before Repuj^'tion 
and, a grekt I^ame: But, we have a certain 
Malignity in our Temper, which miakes us 
four and ill-natur'd. Thus 'tis not enough 
%0 ^y^ Ood is not from himfelffpfitivelyj fo as 
to be the Author of his owh Being yih\% is flat 
and infipid ; there's no Spirit nor Life in it : 
)ll-will:mult |o farther, and feek an Author 
for the.Opimonj then he's in his Element, 
and thus he begins : Defcarus^ that Blafphe^ 
mer of God, has the Impudence to lay that 
God. is pofitively from himfelf\ as tha he him- 
felf.had produc'd hiinfelf, and fo iP4/, beftnre 
be was^ ; ; 

4i A good way to leffert the mmber ofLoge^ 
tnachys wotid be^ to difpute not fo much of ge^ 
neral Ideas j as of the fever al Sfecies or Kinds of 
Things i and tjo defcend from Vniverfals to thojo 
Notions of Things which are more^articular and 
difiin£t. The Marks by which we diftinguiih 
general Notions from one another, pe not 
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£o manifeft and legible as thofe which arc Chap.9: 
Itamp^d upon Words of a mot^ determined c/V^ 
and limited Signification. Hence 'tis that 
molt Difputes concerning the Sciences rdate 
trf the General Parts of Phyjkh apd Metafhy* 
fchy for example, and to the Prolegomena. 
When we cotne to Particulars, Controverts 
will ceafe •, and Lbgomachys will leflcn, if not 
wholly vanilh. 

Befides, We often iife Words in a more 
confin'd and narrow Senfe than our Antago- 
nift does ^ fo that he does not underftand 
as clearly. This fets us to Difjputingj which 
will be foon over, if we don't wander up 
and down, and lofe our felves in the Terra 
Incognita oi General and Mfira^ed Notions, 
but come direftly to the particular Point iu 
debate. Changes in a Kingdom or Common* 
wealth are of dangerous Conjequence^ fays one : 
No, lays t'other. How now IhaB we recon* 
cile thefc two People ? Very welj, when they 
come to explain tnemfelves : For, one talks 
of changing the ejfential Form of our Go- 
vernment, the repealing our Laws, Cuftoms, 
and antient Statutes, and a total Change 
and Alteration of our Conftitution. By 
Changes in a Government the other means, 
that by the Excellency of the Prince's Admi- 
niftration, and other concurrent Circumftan- 
ces, our Manners are reform'd, l^iety is en- 
courag'd and promoted, and Learning flou^- 
rilhes : fo that thefe agree as foon as they 
qnderftand one another. 

But to proceed from thefe general, to 
fome more particular Remedys againft Lo- 
gomachys ^ and fince we are as liable to con- 
tend about Words as any other, let us, fhrft 

of 
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Cbap^p-of ail feek after Means for our own Cofi^ 
l/W^and then concern our felves for that of 
others; / 

I. The firll Remedy to cure us of the Fol- 
. ly and Vanity of contending about .Words^ 
ihall he much the fame with that which Def^ 
cartes pre&ribes to cure us of our Prejudices: 
He perfuades us. Once in cUr Lives to doubp 
tf every things and not to admit oHe Propo^^ 
fitien tt^ be true^ before it has been carefully and 
thorawly examin^d^ and found -to be built upon a 
lid Foundation ^ its Truth being perceived by us 
fa clearly and difiin£lly^ that it s impojfible fot 
us aay Unger to refufe giving it our jijfenti 
Let us thus ufe our felves in a particular man^ 
ner to doubt of the Truth and importance of at 
Controverfys which have been on the Stage in our 
time^ or which are at prefent: Whether they be 
about\lV6rds or Things'^ or partly about one^ and 
partly about the other. And we Ihall never 
want Caufe to doubt of the Truth of ma- 
ny things i whilft Contentions about Words 
are fo common:, whiUt their Caufes are fo na^ 
tural to us^ when we consider how ufually 
they deceive Perlbns of great Learning, how 
msLHj kinds there are of 'em, and how they 
have fpread and fcatter^d theinfelves abroad 
throout all the Arts and Sciences. 

The Time of our Lives in which we firft 
engage our felves in Controverfys, is very re^ 
markable. 'Tis in pur youth, when all our 
Learning confifts in the remembrance of a 
Heap of Words at the beft, very cdnfufedly 
and imperfeaiy underftood. So that we are 
taught to diflike Opinions, before we well 
know what they are : If our Tutors don't 
approve of 'em, wc condemn 'eni, right ot 
^ " " wrongi 
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wroog* It's difficult, even in th^ of WpfyChap.9>' 
Tforsj to interpret an Author fairly, for whom iyVN# 
they have an Averfion or Contempt. And 
it's as difficult feirly to interpret a Book, 
which for Reafons beft known to our ielves^ 
we are refolv'd to anfwer before we .haye/ 
read it. . 

The& things well confider'd, Ihou'd me^ 
thinks convince us of the neceffity of being 
cautious and wary^ in the firft place, in judg-« 
ing of the Jmfnrtanct^oi a Gontroverfy j and 
then^ if it be reaUy of weight, (for others 
ought to be flighted) in examining whether 
. the Controverfy be indeed wholly about 
things them&lves, [or whether they do not 
in feme degree confift of Conuntions abaut 
Words'^ and in diftinguifliing one from t'o^ 
ther. 

I wou'd not have any prejudic'd againft 
this Rule by an imaginary fear of its leading 
them into Scepticilm. For, let Defcartes^ 
Precept of disbelieving, or doubting of the 
Truth of all Propofitions before evident Proof, 
tend ever fo much to f erf lex our Underftan- 
dings, and by that means to tetnft them to de- 
fpair of knowing 4»y rW»f, becaLVik feme thingg 
are not to be underftood ; and to demand 
Certaimyj where only ProbaMUy is to be had: 
Kotwlthfkanding all this, I fay, my Rule 
holds ^ood, and has not one ill Confequence 
attendmg it. For, \k the Ck)ntroverfy of e- 
ver fo great Importance, what Harm is there 
in deferring to judg, whether it be concern 
ning things reaUy dif&rent, or only about 
Words ill-exfrefs^dj and mifunderftood^ till I 
am more fatisbdorily inform'd of the Mat* 
ter ^ tho that ihou'd not happen till Doom& 

day* 
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Chap.p.day? 1 can't thiak.bat IfhoaMaftvery excd^ 
'fably, yea |oftly and prudently in fo doing. 
For I don't doubt of the truth of any mo-, 
mcntous Propofition, * on the Knowkdg of 
which my Salvation depends^ but whether 
it be poflible for a rational underftanding 
Man to believe that certainly falle, which I 
as Hrmly believe to be undonbtally true: or, 
whether the difiei^ence j)etween us be not more 
about Words than Things; fo that by con- 
tending with one another j. we fhou'd only 
make our felves ridiculous, by fighting with 
our own Shadows, inftead of Subftance and 
Reality- To give ah Inftance: To doabt 
whether there be one God or many^ and an- 
Adherence to this Doubt^ is (if in any Cafe 
not wicked^ yet) certainly very dangerous^ 
and apt to be attended with fatal Confcquen- 
ces. But, if any doubt, whether the Gentiles 
did really hold a ?/wr4//ry of Gods, and there- 
in totally difagree with us Chriftians-, his 
Doubt may perhaps be juftly thought to pro- 
ceed from want of Knowledg and Reading : 
But all this does not prove it damnable* Sojfar 
from it, that it feems an almoft infallible Sign, 
that the Man is £b fully convinc'd in himfelf 
of the Vnity of the Godhead, that he hardly 
thinks it poflible for any to disbelieve it. 

2. Frequent and ferious Thoughts of a wife 
Obfervalion of my Lord Femlamj may alfo, 
11 think, be of ufe towards effcding the 
Cure of this great Evil of contending about 
Words: It oftens' happens^ fays he, thatalear^ 
nedy intelligent ^Perfon hears ignorant Men vio-^ 
lently arguing a Pointy and feeming to differ a^ 
bout it as widely y as the Eaft does Jrom the Wejt^ 
-who yet have the very fame Sentiments^ and da 

entirely 
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entirely ^ce ei^n in the MMtir debatedj thoCbap*iA 
thy themf elves dm^t kn^ it j but . d^ff^e cfty V-^V^ 
riU they are r^dryi and jufi as wife as whenjhey 
iegan* . If nowy one Man be cafMe of obferving 
this in another J who yet can boafi of no fuch 
vafi Superiority of Judgment above other Men j 
hoTp crediblcj if not certain^ is ity that the^ m^ 
finitely wife Gpdy the only Searcher and Knower 
^f Hearts^ obferves as fnuch trifling Impertinent 
cjf^ and much vm.ey in the Debases and Contro-* 
"vcrfys of the, mofi Igamedj intelligent and accu^^ 
rate of frail Mortals in, their prefent State f 

3-; But the Prejudices w€ took up in our 
yontb^ againft this Man and that Party, may 
in time, aud by the ufe of proper Means, 
be worn out and forgot *, were it not for thofe 
depravM Paffions and Afiedions which we 
fuck'd in with our Mother's Milk. It's no fuch 
mighty matter ta doubt, whether we per- 
fedly underftand the Sentiments of our Ad- 
verfary 5 but it's very difficult, not to hav© 
an ill Opinion of him, whom we have been 
long us'd to cenfure, and miftake* - Tis alfo 
a, very, cafy matter :to give others- excellent 
Advice, and ufe many undeniable Arguments 
effedually to periiiade 'em not to give way to 
their Paffions, in Diiputations and Debates } 
but to argue calmly, like Men and Philofa*- 
phers. Yet, alas! when all is iaid. You, and 
I, and every one elfe, muft needs own, that 
it*s mucheaCer to give good Advice, than to 
take it: And that of Scholars efpecially, h^ 
ivou'd be a great and happy Man indeed, if it 
were lawful to call him a Man, who cou'dl 
live in a perfeft Confprmity with his owa 
Precepts. 

M M 
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«^VN> troveri^ 'among* fdifie People; fo it od^ 

«() fcttler "tm Cirfpcfted by i*0fe wh6 ftudy 

ZMQiofitioft and Sentiments of whm* ifhey 
fcduM not c»iay con^e in their own Judg- 
mttitt, efpcciaCiy when it inclines -emto gpre 
^ • Che worfl Intefpr«:^fen they cun <rf ttuSf 
Adverfasry ^ as kno#ii>g it generaHy praMeds 
ftom € midfiis Caufe. And here let « tK 
perfiiaded to take grtet care> that vre doit 
wickedly tharge the Itt-wiU^ Hatred^ and 
tfyAiot we difi»^er t^aiatt the Etvontom^ on 
cm Love ^f Ifiriith. Soch People ^s«re(gailt]f 
in this refpeft, talk as if they did not knb«r 
wh^t Love &nd Hatred mean. Can f hem" 
iiHiably angry, and perfeciite another with 
bitter Words and crqel Uifege^ becaufe he 
does not poflefs fonae good thing w^iich I do! 
tf too great a Lore of our ftlves ^nd Op»- 
ftioffs ^ ibmcaiines clafli with the Lofve wi 
OQ^t to lhav« fbrtchoft whodifieiitfrem us; 
wterever the Love of ^l^iith fc, that is )iKrt 
repagnant to a Loi^ie and Bfteem fbr chofe 
who m oor ladgments aw ^rroi^tts. ^or, 
from a pare finoere love of Tmrti ^rinss-a 
loving Compaffion for die BrrofiraKi^ hA 
itt this Compaffion confiftstiiat Zc^ which 6 
Wdl tbecomes Chriibbnsw 

But. 1 affl ffraid left aU, ttet has<»' can be 
ibid, 'fliouM prove fnefieftaal for onr Curt 
fivory one oaght to take palfls to infortt 4nad 
)tgala^4HS emu Miaid and Aiiedions. t^ 
being the mctft difioilt and laborious t7flde^ 
caking in the WorJd^ wefton^dearneftlybt^ 
Help of him, who fearchts into oB thmgs^ ivc$ 
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tloA ^4etf. and hidden Things of [Cod\ in n?]^^/^ Chap. 5>* 
Pfwer. Und M who ft Cvmmimd ah the Hearts ^^ J'^VX^ 
ssjl^ Mfk:i i^hUh.ifie turns^ guidts and direSs^ 
MfS.thc Rivers of Wat£r^ wherefoever hejhafes. 
Fof, if in ^ny thing we want the Afliftancc 
^thp Infipitely Wxk aod Almighty God; 
V^ iave certainly a Kecefficy for it, to aid ana 
4U*e^ us in our Endeavours after the trud 
Kjaowiedg, and right Government of our 
W[ve$., . 

4* If .our Adverfary, againft whom we dil^ 
mte, alTures^s that we do him ah Injury ia 
aiqribin^ to iiim au Opinion which he detefti 
an4 atlSwm, and which is not the Conft- 
wiencf of any of his PoSrines: We ought 
Vf>% to be backward in owning it jprobable, 
that we might mifunderftand and mifreprefent 
both nim and his Opinions. ^' But, pray Sir. 
** lays one, if lam obligM t6 tonfefs my felt 
** ia ii^ ferror, and that I wa.8"a mere Trifler 
** about Words •, to^ make my Rpcantation of 
^* one part of one Book, and another part 
^* of another : what will my Friends, Fol- 
** JUwers, and Admirers fay of me? Don't 
" pretend to perfuade me to what is fo con-^ 
" trary to my Honour. Til fooner hearkeil 
" to yiou in apy thing than this.^ Kow PH 
^PP«aV to my Reader, whether this be not 
ridiculous. For, others fee what we won't 
own, but endeavonr to hide and conceal. 
We aKe like Children, who wink hard, and 
then think no body elfe can fe* 'em. We 
may be' well aflur'd, that others^ don't on- 
ly fee we have err'd, but that, 'by.reafoa 
of an unmanly^, mean-fpirited Shame, we 
perfevere in our Error. They fee (and fure- 
M 2 ly 
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Chapfpi ly not witHopt juft Scorn and Contempt of 
u<W us) that we ftubbornly. per lift in an Error, 
left we ihouM own our fdves to have been in 
bne V or, which is all one^. left we fiiouM be 
fcrc'd to acknpwledg oiit ieJVes Men. If we 
wou'd ing^puoufly confcf^; that we did? not 
Vightly and thorowly uhderlfand the Mind of 
the Authoc with whom we difpiitcld, no body 
wou'd havq',' the leaft reafon . to ' ujibraid ' us-. 
l?or, are'^iiotthe Auttior^\hemfelvcr1)ctt5Qr 
Interpreter?. of their own Woj-dsthanwe'ciitt 
pretend tp.b^? The wifeft iVfen are often 
^aot to, Jay 4aily) deceiv^cf^itft Words ^iriB^ 
uiiderftood. ' .. And it's a ttae'and ieirtain Cha^ 
ra^er, npt Onlyof anhpneft,' biit'oPk^grcat 
aiid berbick5oul, and fincere Lover 6f Tttith, 
io be fo niuclj.a Mafter of Ijimfelf, as t6 dare 
own iimfelf . in an Error, in contempjt aA4 
ipite of all t Jie ridiculous ' Mockery and'DtoHi 
of the Vulgar. Since all Men erri tBey who 
^rc not own it, are cither blind,, or fiich 
jpoor-fpirited Wretches, whofe.great add only 
Concern is. What will TeofU'fay vfus? All 
their Hopes and Fearsf are;t^rminated4n the 
Smiles and Frowns of the Mob.' To tfccfe 
they have given their Books as Pledges, that 
they will not, with St. Ahjtin^ make any 
Recantations: but, if encouraged with their 
Favour, will defend their Errors to their 
Lives end. 

But here a Queftion may very properly be 
ask'd. Whether we may nevir charge a Man with 
an Opinion which he difowns } 1 fay, in an- 
fwer to this, we may, wheh the other's Pr&te^ 
Ration is mdnifefily contrary to FaEi. For, 'tis 
in vain for any to deny in Words what is 

X plainly 
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plaiiily evident by their daily Praftice. But, Chap. p. 
m all other Cafes, we ought to aft with theu/VNJ 
greateft Caution. If the Words of an Au- 
thor,* cpnfiderM with the utmoft Care and 
I>iligence, without any PalTion or Prejudice, 
will fairly admit of no other Senfe than th^t 
in which we underftand 'em : If, again, our 
Adverf^ry be a great Matter of Propriety of 
ExpreiEon, and fpoke (not in the, confus'd , 
Harry of a Difputation, but) deliberately/ , 
advifedly, upon Premeditation, when his 
Mind was calm and ferene, and free from tu- 
multuous, difturbing Paffions: If, in the laft' 
place, there be a manifeftly apparent Caufe, 
why. he fliou'd dilTemble or conceal his Opi- 
nion 5 as tjhe Hopes of Preferment, or the 
Fear of lofing itj or any other like Con- 
fideration : When thefe three Circomftances 
cbncur, we may oftentimes, without breach 
of Charity, afcribe an Opinion to a Man 
which he profefledly difowns. But when 
thefe Circumftances do not molt evidently 
concur j it^s the belt way to let every one in- 
terpret his own Words, that we may attri- 
bute no Opinions* to another, but what he 
acknowledges and profefles. Befides, it be- 
comes Men and Chriftians to believe, rather 
that Mens Words are unapt, improper, or 
indeed abfurdj than that their Sentiments 
are irreligious and profane. It feems too a 
Confirmation of the Truth, that they who 
^ fpeak differently about it, may yet on both 
fides be very Orthodox, and their Sentiments 
carefully examined, may be found to be very 
agreeable and confiftent. 

M 3 Another 
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1 66 A Dijtourfe of Lagomaehys. 

Chap«9. Another Q^isftion is^ Whether ve majf net 
ijnr^ afcriht u sMsn m Ofinion^ which indt^d he 
dees net 'exfrefijf evm or maimamj kut^ which 
ii d neceffary CanfMueme af^ the vkdn Ofiniem 
he cemends for. We afgribe to the voo& 
wife God, Bot only what is in fo maay words 
* {aid in the Text, bat wbatlbcver is a eertain 
Confequence trf" it: F6r, he who fees aD 
Things, fees thsLt alio,. So in Men of Judg- 
ment 4ind Accuracy, the xxxodt remote Cpnte- 
qoences of their Doctrine are reckoned as 
Bittch theirs, as their profefs'd Opinions^ 
For, tfaefe quickilghted Men dilcern thinu 
more conneaed and linkM toaether with 
their Doflixine, than they can who are more 
ftupid, infendble and dull. But indeed the 
Subtilty of the moft accurate is not to be 
boafted of over-much ) and beCdes, their 
Minds are fo entangled acid perplex'd witb 
Paflions and Prejadices, that they can^t, nJe 
the Edg of their Underftand^ng, which is 
naturally dallM and Uunted, to the befi ad« 
vantage. And then as fyr Cwfeijuences Yilddx 
are real and neceflary, forae.are very near, 
and therefore eafy to be difcern'd j others arc 
more remote from their firfi Antecedentj to 
which we can't come but by other Confe- 
quences, and fometimcs by a very long Train 
of 'cm. Tbefe things firfl: confiderxl, we 
thus anfwer the Queftion. Ko Propofition 
ought to be afcribM to a Man which he does 
not .aDertj no body allertsthat which he 
does not fee to be the Confequence of his 
Words. Hencje it follows, that none ought 
to be charged with Confequences, however 
neceffary, which be did not perceive to hefucb. 

^ A 
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A Man can't be faid to brieve aH tWnwCh«^ 
which may feirty be infcr^d from his Vo^mat^^^^"^^^ 
for he mayn't fee nor know tedf of ''em. 

A Tenet, whofe Dedyfkions and Inferences 
are ialfe, is it felf necefl&rily fa^tfe. Bnt, as 
he who fpeaks a Truth, does hot ^peak d^ 
Ttuths confequent to it ; (for then att the 
Theorehis, and Pfoblems found out by our 
modern Mathematicians, mult be afbrib'd to 
tho{e who knew, or who iuTented the Axioms, 
Definitions, and F^J^vbi^dy fo be who lays any 
tiling that's falle, is not guilty ci faying or 
believing all the FaUhood which may neceOa- 
rily be ufer'd from his Doarine. ' 

If it be certain and evident,, that a Man 
ifees not fee fome Confeqnences dedoctble 
from what he has afferted^ thofe Confeqnen- 
ces canH juftly be chargM upon him. That 
he may not fee 'em, is certain9 both from 
fome of his other Opinions, which are con* 
tradi&ory and repugnant to 'en^ and fronji 
hi$ own Pradice which is not agreeable to the 
T'enorof'em. 

If it be certain, either from his Words or 
Prance, that he dees fee theConfequencs of 
bis Opinions^ the Confe^uence is juftly laid 
to his Charge. And it's probable, that 
fome (houM fee the Confequences of their 
Poftrinesfoonerthanothers: as aiharpacute 
jVfan, fooner than a dallftopid Man; a Man 
who is free from Prejudices and Paffions^ than 
tie who is quite blinded with 'em. And cer^ 
tainly it's more eafy to difeern a Confiquence 
that's near, and therefore eafy, than another 
more remote and farther out of fight. In 
judging of probable Confequences we muft be 
M 4. chari- 
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A 7>if(ourfe^ of Logomaqhys. 

: . ciiaritable, and ought to interpret every thing 

^ in the heft Senfe we fairly can. , In uncertain 
^nd doubtful Matters, it*& heft totally to fuf- 
pendour. Judgment^ efpecially when we are 
in danger of wronging others,; by aicribing 
to 'cm Opinions, wnich are i;ionc of theirs. 
What ought to make iis cautious, is, that tho 
the abfurd Confequences of our Advferlarys 
ppinions be juftly and ncceflarily drawn from 
*em; yet, that there's a great difference be- 
tween them alid us, and a great Allowance 
to be made in their favour. For, like jfond 
jLovers, they can't fpy the Faults of their 
Miftrefs, their darling Opinions ; but blind 
themfclves . and others with fonae dark Dif- 
tindion,^ }fihifh neither they . nor any o* 
.ther Mortal underftand. All we have to 
do, with rielation to fallacious Confequen* 
ces, Confequences not of an Opinion, but 
of ( thofe worft of Sofhifiers ) our fetred 

' or Envy, is to take great care, that we nice* 
ly diftipguifh 'em from thofe which, after a 
ftria and impartial Examination, we know to 
htjufi. But to return. 
• 5, Another no ways contemptible Cure of 

.contending about Words wouM be^ carefully 
to 'examine all our Words'^ when we are out of 
the Heat of Diffutafion : Whether this or that 
Word be not a mere empty Sound, without 
Senfe or Signification, which we only think 
we underftand ; . or. Whether the Idea fig- 
iiify'd by it be clear and diftinft, or of a 
confus'd and general Signification : Whether 
fuch a Word fignify the Thing it felf or its 
IVfodej a thing without us, or fomeSenfa* 
tipn or Perception within us. Let us endea-^ 

vour 
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Vour to give: dear Definiticms of Things, fig-Chap.9- 
nify'd by the Words which we coipmonly xysTsi 
nie. This wouM make a great alteration in 
our controverfial Writings, if it did not to- 
tally iupprefs 'em. 

Thus moch may ferTCtodiredus how to 
care our felves of the great Evil of contending 
about Words- We Ihall now fpeak of the 
Cure of it in others. And, our firft Enquiry , 
Ihall be. What's to be done, wh^n Triflcrs 
about Words oppofe us, or rather our bare 
Words, for no other reafon than becaufe, as 
we imagine, they dp; not apprehend their 
jneaning. > Why, the firft thing we, have to 
do is to enquire, whetherwe.be in fault for 
not explaining our felves clearly and intelli- 
gibly J or bur Adverfary for not taking pains^ 
or not being willing rightly to' underftand 
what we have fo clearly propos'd, and p^^e- 
fented to their view : Whether we don't 
fometimes ufe perplex'd, obfcure, and ambi- 
guous Words. If we do, we wou'd do well 
m the firft place. To own and confefs the Im^ 
ffofriety of our Exfreffions ; and then. To fro^ 
mijcy and to ferform thoft our Protnifes^ of taking 
the vtfhoft. Care for the future to fpeak foof 
to be underfiood* But what, fay you^ muft I 
begin again to learn to fpe^k?. Yes, if you 
can't fpeak intelligibly,. But this moft Peojple 
difdain, as dilhonourable to 'em. What mif- 
taken Mortals are we ! We never are really 
and indeed more filly, thaa when we affea to 
appear moft wife i and betray the greateft 
Folly in bein^ refolv'd to confefs our felves 
guilty of none, even the leaft and moft in-* 
confiderable Error. If the two Rules men- 

tion'd 
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C3uip. fh tton^ be not fb ddightfoQ t^ the Prafiice i 
t>V%; muft nothing be done for the feke of tht 

Pfeatce and TranqoiHit^ of <m &!♦«« ^nd o- 

Ibers? 

5tf»f^ r^i? iwy Precefts hard •/ ti^rjfV^ Wrf 

indeed: 
But bitttr Pits are m^d in time /rf need. 

If our Words are not jjaftfy e^fccpttonablci 
yet if we hare others eqaaltjr ^lear, let «j 
for our Neighbour'!? fajtt omit the former, 
and ufe the totter.' Jhe moft apt Words are 
not of that Ck>nfeqtieiice, as tabe ujmeceffi- 
rily rctainM to the lofs of Peace. TheDt- 
iign and Bufinefs of our Words is to convey 
our Thoughts to others. When thtydotft 
faithfully difcharge their Dttty^ but are apt 
to mifreprefent us to our Neighbours aijtd 
Acquaintance ; Our beft way is^ to difinifs ^ffl 
as (if not downright evil^ yet) unprofitable 
Servants : we having others within caU, who 
will better fupply their places at prelent. 

But:, this can't be done always 5 we can't 
have an equal regard to every one, and fpcak 
or write to every one's Capacity, and way 
of taking and apprehending Things, (t"^ a 
hBxd matter to fihd out Words proper and 
futabh to the Purpofc^ but much more diffi- 
cult to Ibeak lb clearly, as not to be mifio- 
terpreted and mifunderftood. jBut, we iniift 
do what is to be done ; and if we have w 
other better Words to fubftitute in the rooQ 
of thofe which we have usM, let's endea* 
vour tb interpret *cm 6) clearly, ?hat the 
moft ftupid rnof QiKlerftand 'em if they willi 

and 
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ao4 that the i^oft ^iftcfiil ead cfenftrious htQm.^. 
compel'd tP it. v^^- 

But jpray take care joa don't mention a 
word of the Dallaefsorp^nrcrfeUndcrftan* 
ding of him whpiA iFoa have lUiulcr Core. 
Don't objeft to hlmi thpC b$ SffmteM^om wkst 
he dMi mat imdn^fi^t^r Thiti be does not diffvt^ 
fairly^ bm smUs^ eApmimmes^ md teMs Siwys 
tJuit hM$^ mt thf tcaflf Ftfundanm oftrwh. Such 
Methods (be what yon fay ever lb tnie> may 
ierve cofHrovoke'^magahift the Trath, bot 
will certainly nfver hnag 'cm to the Know* 
ledg and Love of it. Let yosr Words be 
foft and obliging, when your Argaraeats ate 
hard as Flints, and immovable as Rocks. 

Wou'dtyon have your Adver&ry ackQow- 
ledg that he opposed what he did not under* 
ftand ? Transfer the Fault, as far as yon can, 
upon your felf, or on the Language yon write 
in; tiow barren it is of figntficant and ex* 
preflive Words : Defivci your Antagonift to 
Ibpply your Defeds, and give m candid In- 
terpretation of your meanings Rather fay 
that you was not eloquent, or happy enough 
in expreffipg yoMr fttt^ than that he wanted 
Accuracy to apprehend and underftand you* 
By a&ii^afteir this manner, it's ten to one but 
you briug him to a due^ aiioderate, and calm 
Temper. 

If you change a Word for yomr Adrer&ry's 
fake, don't &y, / 4M4in from tbU or that 
Wofd^ becsufe it^s di/phafing to ytu. Thi^ 
wou'd make the Logomachy. uuQirable, for no 
body wou'd be thobght to contend about 
Words. Rather own your fdf to be too little 
^ fui^iom in th^ Chow ^f jfowr }Vof^4^ y but, that 
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Cb^.this Fault fliall be reftify'a^ for'tlie/trturc: 

V^V*\; If there be any;, as there are too many. Who 

think- you caii't change ypdir Words, Without 

altering your Opinioiis j bear with their Er- 

. ror, they ran't nurt ndi: difgrace you. ' . 

' Be neither obftinate^ • no¥ too obfequious 

towards your AdverfatysV'and let 'eni clearly 

difcern>that you.have notthe leaft defigh to 

trick or: delude 'em : That you are a fiixcere 

LpYer^ «£ iPefcce and Truth, the Reputation 

and Adrarifcement of which is the great Defign 

and End of att your Writings. 

But, what, are we to do, when we fee two 
Perfons eagerly, contending, andearneftly dif- 
puting, who yet are really of the fameMind,^ 
and have the fapie Sentiments? I anfwer^ 
that for the moft part it's the fafeft way to 
let'em alone-; let 'jsm fight it out, left if 
you offer to part 'em ^ you get a broken Head 
for your pains, (this is no new, unheard of 
thing) and make 'em both your Enemys. 
The reafon why learned Men are fo quarrel- 
Ibm, and angry at all Oppolition to their 
Tenets, is, fhis, they can't endure that any 
fliou'd be accounted wiler than themfelves. 
They therefore who endeavour to reconcile 
'cm, and to. ihew *em the Agreement, Con- 
fiftency and Harmony of their Principles, 
feem to take too much upon 'em, and torec* 
kon themfelves wifer than the angry Difpu- 
tants. This is intolerable. They both, for 
the prefenti difengage one another, and fell 
upon the. poor Recondler with their joint 
Fprces, and..all the Rage imaginable. And 
yet if we muft direft a Stranger in his way i 
if a Blefling jDiiaU atteii^ the Peace-makers, we 

muft 
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malt foihetimes venture onTuch uiigratefoiaiap.9* 
Offices i but it Ihou'd 'be done with Prudence c/V>J 
dnd Caution. We niuft carefully avoid giving 
the Difpatants any 'jdlfc reafon to fofped, 
that our Ambit ion ^s. only to out-ihine 'cm, 
or that we afied a Magifterial Aiitbority over 
"em, and wou*d have pur Words pafs for Ora- 
cles. VLet all our 'Words and Writings be 
truly modeft, and befignaliz'dv^itii i&delible 
Marks 6{ an ineftiiiaiMe^ Value fo^^^'^iicc 
and <ioficprd. This can't be enough inculca- 
ted : ' fdt-; it's Qidotaj if ever/ knowh that we 
do aiiy't^etaiatk^ble Cd^ upon thdft w^hom 
we tafef^iB' the TtfdihbdiJ we can to affrdnt 
and pfdtbke; or whoifii we flight add' laugh 
to Scorn.^' Laughing at Logomachyi' may 
prevent 'emv'but will fle^^er cure 'em. 

If wd be minded 'to reconcile two Difpu- 
taritsi'' wAat Neceflity is tMere of doing it pro- 
fefledfy? • Perhapsi' Rfeader, you may^ think 
me a Trifler ; but I'll fliew you the Method 
I fhou'd follow. C^/M^andT^t^Midifpute^ and 
difagree not really aftd about Things them- 
felves,' but moftly ab6tat Words, and the dif- 
ferent Ways thcy^have td exprefs thefmfelves . 
by. In the firfi: ^lace^'go toCaiM and re- 
quire a- true and fcffl Account of kis Opinion, 
as far >as it difagreei' from that^^f tiHus. 
Caufe faim^ to explain the Words and'^BxpreP- 
fions which occafion the Controvert,' ti!l he 
is deaf'trom all Ambiguity. Then repeat 
iand go over his OpitiiM in as plain Words 
as are to be had^ and ask him, whether vou 
rightly apprehend and reprefent it. : It he 
fays^ res j write all down, and read what 
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Chap.p. you have ivrittea tP i^mr if bt aj^pr^ve it : 
iy^VSi givie him Thairics for tip ji»his lie Jbas token in 
laforming yottj aodp^^ io Tlffiff, aiii ferve 
hidB t« J&e manner^. ^ Aod when you have 
ebtaia'd both th«ir Onpi«ions ctearljr and par* 
ticiilar^ ex^Wd^ . Uiew rem to the Difpar^ 
t^nts^ aad ^s nmcblJ^ ?^ don'( bring em 
jKansr |» 4 iiiecoiuiUi^^^ 

Wtiev yoa,fp abfltp((HM>irecDQq^^ 
patant^i rdon't laufk^ja $lafter .aa4.ia. l>Ioife 
s^at it ia^e Ttfte 5#gflfi *ot qafetlyinwrk 
a^d icjjeaarly icMto ^iph: thfi 

QjBtt^vMfy «urfl^ afidlftntw wherpwi^y a-r 

gm^' and in ftfha*/ithvrr«aUy and ^falyr dif- 
r. I^odaoe the Worlds: rwhk;h coj^n the 
Points about which they difier ; CoiAfider with 
care \th^if Force and SignificAncys b^e an 
accurate, and careltil Viejif of ^fl tk^. Sei^fes 
in ^whioh th^y are cD»|iionly us'di or which 
they , will -feWi ^bniti/^rj «f|)fci^Uy thofe 
two iuj iivhich thi? CHj^pol^Qas ufe km^ Wben 
you baFefoiandtheSieiiii^fOf tbeAtHJaior^ ftfo^ 
duce-ftftdidiefcribe ityidi^wy jtoia^aiy Wftfds^ 
Ji^ttm&unt it to b$ «»«iQ€ by iitvAi^«c€^ 
dent^ mid <!onieqii€«ces^ 'the Scofiei i(|efign» 
aad very Words o£ tn^ Atttbor^ 4»d bring 
yeiirfrpof«9 )t^at ia thcfe iChings th«y hare, 
the ftae Ojpittion^^ btft iii Ithofe cbek Ssnti^ 
aeac^ are tmtty dt&reai* • 

tf yoii &e no tlifisiMiie between two DiP 
pfOArm^ don't preffAHliI BBxm that < there's 
910m. Yiou can't (TeKit^kaitle it then to the 
£&amination of thofe Yfhd. are more acute, 
and ii the mean time neftrjdn your fclf from 
Judging one way or t'other. 

Such 
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Sach a Method I wouM take with Content Ghip.9*' 
ders about Words, not {)erhaps that it ki^>rNI 
the beft which can be pitched opos; bat 
becaafe even tiiis flicws thit Art, Dexterity, 
and good Management is requlr'd in thole 
who wouM cure Men of their Errors and 
Weaknc^, itA^ of itrbatiogand ptt)^ 
king 'em, and making ^in out of love with 
Truth. They who have found out a more 
efiedual .Method, are at liberty to mak« ufe 
of it. ^ 
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CHAP. X. 

(preferyatives againji Gntentions about 
Words. 

WHAT Arms we fliouM ule to guard 
againft Logomachys, we clearly inti- 
mated when we treated of the Caufes of 
Contentions about Words, efpecially thofe 
which are internal j for beware of the Caufc^ 
and 'tis odds on your fide that you avoid the 
EfcB. But becaufe this can't be too much in- 
culqated, I Ihall yet more particularly confider 
wHt wg ought to bbferVe in propoling and 
explaining our own Opinions, and in exa- 
mining thofe of others. We teach by word 
of mouth, or by writing -, let our great Cpncern 
be, not to teach Words, but Things. Xet Tu- 
tors be careful that their Pupils take not up 
with Words, nor be contented with know-* 
ing the oatfide of Things, but accuftoni them« 
felves'tofeafch diligently after the Nature 
and Propertys of the Things themfelves : 
'Tis not being able to repeat a parcel of 
Words readily and without hefitation, wiU 
change raw Boys into Learned Men j all the 
advantage they get by it, if any, is, that 
they pleafe their Padago^ues by it. Oh, there's 
my brave Boy ! in a little time you'll be fit 
for Oxford, Child j when aU this while here 
is no Exercife of his Judgment and natural 

ReafoOy 
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Reafonj there^s little he can do, bat what Chap. lo 
yott may teach ^ Parrot to do. ^y^TKi 

Let every one think as hd pleafe$ : I co^- 
fefi I reckon him the better Scholar, who 
can make ftifc to give a tolerable account of 
one Thing which he docs underftand, than 
he who can very readily repeat ten which 
he does not. I yaftly prefer Boys who can 
hardly find Words to exprefs their Thoughts 
by, before thofe who have a Set of Words 
at their Fingers ends 5 but ask them the 
meaning of them, and truly they know very 
little, if any thing, of the matter. I wou'd 
for this teafon have Children taught nothing 
above the reach of their Underftanding j as 
many things in Grammar, Logick and Rbe- 
torick are : Some eafy things perhaps may 
be taught them in every of thefe Arts j but 
a whole Syftem will never be underffiood by 
them, being more futed to the Underftand- 
ing of thofe of riper Years. Logick and Bhc- 
torick arc, fays my Lord Bacon^ Arts pf Arts ; 
one ferves to inform and enlighten our Judg- 
xnent, the other to beautify, brighten ^nd 
adorn ohr Stile. Logick and- Rhetor ick re- 
peated, and not underftood, is like the Echo^ 
it's nothing but mere Sound: Young Men 
thus taught are generally earneft Contenders 
about Words and Terras of Art, vainly ima- 
gining that the very Quimejfence of Knowledg 
is all contained in their infignificant Words, 
for which they are as zealous, as, for Liber- 
ty, Property, or Life it felf 

A good Method to prelerve our Youth 

from the love of contending about Words is^ 

by all means t6 diicourage in them the love 

jq of 
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Chap. I oof comradi£ting others on every occaGon. 

^y^>rsJ They who talk much are faid to be apt to lyej 

fp they who contradift every one they are 

in cx>mpany with, are apt to prate very foo- 

lilhly, merely about WordSj and they know 

, not what. People bred in Schools and at 
Univerlitys are generally obferv'd to be more 
guilty of this Folly, even in Civil Affairs 

..and ordinary Converfation, than others*, 
which renders them in Company very difi- 
greeable, troublefome and ridiculous. I muft 
needs own the Charge is too true of the 
greater part of Learned Men^ efpecially fuch 
as have been bred in Cloyfters and Colleges. 
Tutors Ihou'd make it their great Care, that 
the Advantages we^ meet with in Schools and 
Colleges be fo improvM, as to outweigh the 
Inconveniences we are there expos'd and li- 
able to : Let Young Men be mftrufted, 
not only to oppofe or defend an Opinion ; 
but to be impartial, patient, modeft, atten- 
tive, and willing to be informed j to yield a 
ready Aflent to the Truth, to compare their 
own Sentiments with thofe of others, an4 
chufe that which they think more agreeable^to 
the Truth. Let them be caution'd not to 
judg this Man in the right, becaufe he holds 
out longeft, or has the lafl: Wprd ', as if they 
were like Men at Tennis, where he who 
ftrikes the Ball lafl: is reckoned the beft Gamc- 
fter. Other Exercifestoo might be found out 
tor them befidcs Difputations : Let them be 
accuftora'd to fearch after .deep and hidden 
Truths^ to folve knotty Difficulties, to jadg 
accurately, and to defcribe clearly and cl^ 
gantly every thiag that's newly brought up- 

f - . 
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on the Stage, and is really worth their Con- Chap. 10^ 
fideration:. Let them be ufed to meditate, o'^vSj 
to be ftudious and attentive j to proceed in 
a plain, natural Method, from Things known 
to Things unknown; and to deduce and in-- 
fer what they learn from certain Principles s • 
Teach them to • diftinguifti Certainties from 
Uncertainties-, what's evident and certain, 
from that which is only probable ; and what . 
is more probable, from that which is ^efs5' 
Often remember them to refleft on their Ig- 
norance in this and t'other Point, that they 
may fee Realbn to diftrufl: and fofpend their 
Judgment in many Cafes, and not to be over- 
forward in giving their Aflent to an Opinion^, 
and even to be more backward in condemning 
one : Let them be exercis'd in thofe Sciences 
where there's no room for Difputation, as 
in Arithmetical and Geometrical Demonltra- 
tions, than which nothing is more likely to 
bring them off from the Confideration and 
Admiration of Words to that of Things. - 
Thefe Sciences alone are perfeftly clear of all 
fuch Words as fignify nothing ; Here we can't 
well miftake Words for Things •, we are not 
obliged to make thefe Sciences the main Stu- 
dy of our Lives ; but certainly it's of great 
advantage to us, if it be not neceflary, to 
hare fome acquaintance with them for the 
Service they do us, in fliewing us what 'tis 
to kmw^ and what 'tis not to know •, when we 
are Matters of Words only, and when we 
have a right underllanding of the Things 
themfelves. . . 

We come now to fliew how Bcoks arc to 
be written^ To as to give no cccalion of 

N % Gon- 
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Gfeap.ioCofitendiag aboat Words j and the firft Pi- 
^y'^'^^'^^ r^ion is, £e fure thtt you your filfjterfe^ly 
uftderfi^dwbdt you write. Firft conuder what 
your Sendmieats are, wha(' Jadgment yop 
have pafs'd concerning this* or tl^t Particur 
lar ) and then whether it £eein certain and 
undeniable, or only probable* Do you find 
ypur Affent to the Truth of this or that Pro- 
pjDtfition extorted from you by its unqueftir 
onable EvideHce, or do you find it in y^t 
power to fiifpend yow Affent ? And in the 
lafl: place you are to confider why you think 
thus or otfaerwile, what Argpments you have 
for fo doing •, whether *tis beicanfe the Opi- 
nion pleafes yoo, or that 'tis advantageous, 
pjfalant, or for your Heputatiou to belkTC 
It ; whether 'tis becaufe it's a receiv'd, por 
imlar Opinion ; or on the other band, tma- 
gin'd to be. above the apprehenfion of the 
Vulgar. If you have Arguments for your 0- 
pinion, you are to examine them, whether 
they conclude ncceflarily or contingently i 
ivhether they be more or lefs probable j and 
■whether what you infer from them be un- 
queftionably true, or you have only grounds 
barely to conjefture it to be fo. 
When you have well confider'd all theft 
J matters, then commit your Opinion to wri« 
ting, and labour to propofe and explain it 
fo clearly, that the attentive Reader >may 
with the greateft Eafe underfland^ what your 
Somimems are i in what Senfe^ under what U" 
tmtations^ and with what Exceptions you a^know* 
ledg them yoursy and the Reafons why you tbini 
they are jufi and true. Let there be undeni- 
able Indications of Ingenuity and Candor in 

aU 
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all your WritiagS) and always aini at Oteiu Chap.io 
ficfe in cxprcfling your fclf : Bring the Rca- WVNi* 
der to an underftaoding of your Opinion 
by th4 fame Way, th^ lame train of Argu** 
inents and Method of thinking, by which yoa 
waOrou^ht to the Belief of it yttur ^f : 
Be inqaifitive after the moft Cgnificant Words, 
iuth as will make the molt lafting Impref&oil 
on the Minds of the Reader ; and fee that 
by no hard Words, nor confus'd Method, 
you perplex and tire him : Be perfuaded of 
this Truth, that People may talk too rheto- 
rically, with too much fubtilty, too fublime-^ 
ly, too copioufly, too briefty, too quaintly; 
but never too clearly : Look upon your felt 
As writing not bnly for the Learned and In« 
genious, but for the Ignorant and Dull j for 
Readers who will not be attentive, who will 
read you with Prejudice ; who, if they catf t 
cfpy Faults in your Writings, will, ivith the 
help of a good Invention, make them, or at 
Itaft fancy and affirm them to be there ; and 
who wou'd be better pleas'd to find one Er-^ 
for in your Writings than twenty Truths. 
If you advance any thing that's new, if yon 
tK iiot exceedingly modeft, many of your 
Rtoders will reckon you infult them ; and if 
you are not plain and clear, they'll foon make 
you an Heretick or Blafphemer. You muft in 
this Cafe be more than ordinarily nice id 
explaining your Opinion, and confidering 
yout Words and Expreffions, in order to 
present every the Icaft Ambiguity from hi- 
ding it felf under them, If Words in them- 
felves ambiguous nnift be us'd, fix their Sig- 
luficatioQ by ibme Nominal Definition, and 

N 3 never 
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Chap. Id never (without neceflity, which will fome- 
— 1 times happen) ufe Words in another Senfe 
than iiifiy are us'd by the Vulgar-, whea 
you do, let us have notice of it, and tell us 
as plainly as you can, what Significatioayou 
put upon them. 

If you are compel'd to ufe many doubtful 
ambiguous Words in a Book, or to ufe any 
in an unufual Signification, put them all tor 
getherin an Index, with accurate Definitions 
annex'd to them i and in the Book itfelf, 
*twou'd be an advantage to the Reader, to 
have theqi mark'd or printed in a difFercat 
Charafter. .The Lexicon we fpoke of before 
-wou^d be here alfo of great Ufe, if one cou'd 
be made wherein all Words us'd by the 
Learned fhou'd have one particular, clear, 
proper Definition or Explication, in which 
they lhoa*d all be obliged tp acquiefce. That 
this is a Work no ways irapolfible or imprac- 
ticable, the Mathematicians have given us full 
Demonftration ; for what has been done may 
be done J and why what may be efFeSed in 
one Science mayn't in another, I can by ao 
means apprehend. 

How Books may be fo written as not to 
give the leaft occalion to Contending about 
Words, has been confider'd j we come now 
to examine how they arc to be read without 
danger, and there are two things which are 
required of all Readers before they pcrufe a 
Page: Thefcare, a Defire, and an Ability or 
Capacity to underftand the Author. By a 
Pelire of undei Handing him, I mean anim-* 
partial, jult and conftant Inclination to af- 
«.ribe to every man his own, avow'd, pro^ 

fefs'4. 
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fefsM Opinions, and none «lfe. We ought Chap. to 
to ad by others as we wou'd defire they -/^Wi) 
fliouM aft by usj and certainly there's no 
man living but thinks it an intolerable In- 
jury, to be reprefented as holding abfurd or 
impious Opinions, when he really does not 
believe one Syllable of them. What an un- * 
manly, pitiful, bafe Aftion wouM the Defa- 
mer be guilty of! Wou'd it be any breach 
of Charity or good Manners, to poll 'fuch a ^ 
man for a malicious, envious, perfidious Vil- 
lain ? But let us take care that by condemn- * 
ing others we don't condemn our felves al- 
io,, or (like M^nius in the Satyr) forgive our • 
lelves thofe things which we reckon uqpar- 
donable. in others. And then in the next 
place, we fhall be able to pick but the Sejife 
of an Author, when we fead nothing but 
what's within the Compafs of our Under- 
ftanding i what's futed and agreeable to our 
Age, Genius, Learning, Education and Ex- 
perience j and efpecially when we bring a- 
long with us a Mind' free from deprav'd Paf- 
lions and Prejudices, and whofe love for 
Truth prevails with it upon all occafions, 
more than any other Confideration in the 
world. I may have a very delicate relifli of 
Wine which was never in my Cellar j and 
why mayn't I be alike affefted with the 
Truth in what Book foever I find it, let it 
be antient or modern, or written by Friend 
or Foe? 

Submit not your Rcafon to the Autliority 
of other Men. If we believe with the Vul- 
gar, we fhaU all believe alike: If we muft 

J4 4 believe 
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Chap.TobcUcve as the wife and Uarned belkvc, Ut 
L/'W? us firft of all coafider^ whether we have SWU 
enjdugh to make a tight judgment concern- 
ing other mens WifdOm. or no: If we have, 
we don't do well to fubniit blindly to their 
Determinations, fince it's far eafier to judg 
• concerning th^ Truth of aii Opinion , thajx ox 
the Strength ind Soundnefs of another man's 
Intelleauals. If we be not ftLfliciently quali- 
fy'd to judg of other People's Profoundnefs, 
wee are filly in giving up our Minds to the 
Condud of thoTe, who^ for any thing we 
know, may be . as great Fools, and as often 
miftaken as pu^ felves. 

In reading Books let our conftant Pradi^o 
be to embrace Truth wherever we find it i 
to rejeft nothing but what's apparently falfe^, 
apci to fufpen4 our AflTent to things doubtfql 
and uncertain. 

Whilfl: we are actually reading Books two 
Things are requir'd of us^ that we be anerf* 
five and cautipus : Attentive, not to the Sound 
of the Words^ but to their Senfe and the 
Scope of the Author ; to the Significancy and 
Energy of the Words he ufes •, to wiat. goes 
before and what follows after, and to other 
Opinions of the fame Author. Let him dif- 
tingui(h what's manifeft from what's obfcure, 
in order to explain and interpret the latter 
by the former: His bufmefs is to confider 
the Connexion between his Principles and 
Hypothefes, the Strength of the Arguments 
and Reafons he makes ufe of to fupport his 
Opinions ^ and many other things, not eafily 
enumerated, which reftraia ?nd| li^iit Words 
of a more univerCal and general Signification : 
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Let ,him confult Divines, Lawyers and Lo^i- Chap.io 
ciaas, and obfervc the Rules they preHribe ti/VN* 
for our right nnderftanding and interpreting 
an Author. ^ 

iBut we nraft not only be ^attentive Rea- 
ders, but, if we woaM avoid Logoina^hfs, 
be cautious and circumfJjeQ: : We have to do 
with Words which are Very nncertaih, and 
often deceive both Author and Reader j the 
latter v^ery often, and efpecially when he Sas a 
mind to fiic an Ab&rdity on the/w?*f r. Sfetf- 
love eaiily perfuades us to believe others ift 
an Errot i k> that with many it's a vit^ a- 
greeable, as well as (in their Opinion) i re- 
putable Ettiploymeot, to ihiew.tnemfelves ca- 
pable of cenfurin^ and finding fault j when • 
we Ihou'd rather imitate Strangers in foreign 
Countries, whofe Wifdom it is not to be 
over-credulous, efpedally in matters wbkh 
concern other People's Reputation. Tis d 
wife Caution of Macchiavd^ That when wefie 
an £nem a^in^feemhHy contrary t^ the ^<w'rfpj''f;^ 
and efiablijhy Rules of Policy, we Jhou'dfv/^eff, ^l^^^^ 
and immediately, be upon our guard againfi Tricks 
and Stratagems. And was it never known 
that an Author has rendered himfelf ridicu- 
lous, by endeavouring to expofe his Adverfa- 
ry as guilty of an Abfurdity which cou'd not 
juft4y be &&t upon him? Before we charge 
any with an Abfurdity, we fliou'd firft find * 
out what 'twas that deceiv'd him j by what 
train of Thoughts or falfo Principles he was 
led into inch an aukward, nonfenfical Error j 
how far he went right on in his way, and 
what falfe appearances of Truth cjusM hini 
\o winder out of it^ 

Thu!f. 
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Chap. I o Thus much concerning Logomachys, or 
iyVN> Contentions about Words, Men might eafi- 
ly cure themfelves of, and preferve them- 
ftlves from fo fatal and pernicious an Evil, 
if they were but willing : The Means and 
Method of their Cure I have as plainly as 
I can laid down before them, and have encou- 
rag'd them to'theufe of them. They who are 
not only unwilling to be recovered to a good 
ftatc of piind themfelves, but do what they 
can to corrupt and infeS: others, are Gen- 
tlemen who are not to be prevaiPd with by 
Perfons fo obfcure and of fo little Reputa- 
tion, as thofe of my Rank aafd Charafter. 
All that I (hall fay, either of them, or thofe 
Gmtentions about Words of which they are fo 
fond, is, That they are fuch irreconcilable 
Enemies to Peace and Truth,, that T can't, 
in my Opinion, conclude better than with 
my Advice and earneft Requeft to all who 
love and are ambitious to promote thefe^ to 
keep at as great a diftance from the other^ 
as human frailty will allowt 
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DISCOURSE 

OF THE 

Meteors of Stile. 



NO T to deceive the Reader with a 
doubtful E)cpreffioD, by the Me^ 
teors of Stile is meant Phrafes^ which 
feem to be fublime^ but are indeed 
trifling and vicious. The Term is borrowed 
from Longinus the Rhetorician, who by 
iJ^^iihA Orationis^ underftands a Didion truly 
fublime, and by ftfTi«>ftf, one which has only 
a vain appearance of Elevation. At firit it 
fignify'd the fame as »4«^or, but it has had 
the like misfortune as fome other words, 
the abufe of it has diver4:ed it into a bad 
Senfe : for Pedants, who were oftcntatious of 
their Philofophy and Eloquence, were, on 
€very occafion, talking of the Meteors of the ' 
Sky, and garnilhing their Harangues with 
that Fignre-5 and therefore at length they 
had a Name impos'd on them from it, and 
were wU'd* f/t^nmef^t^h which, if we he-^H^tyci. 

lievcin Voce. 
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lieve Hejychinsj denotes thofe who are ever 
talking of the Meteors of the SJy. And hence 
the word has always imply 'd Something of 
/ Reproach i and not only the Pretending and 
Vain-glorious were fignify'd by fe£T«®joxo>oi, but 
all vicious Sublimity in Stile was alfo call'd 
|i€Ti«£^: as from the Abufeof the wordPJbap- 
hMSj^ a Man wfeo mafecs extravagant Flirfits in 
a.Dlfcourfe^ is faid inFretKh^ fMerih^us.^ 

To underftand what is a Meteor in Stile, 
^tis neceflary that wfe underftand what is true. 
Sublimity, which is therefore firft to be ex- 
plained-, I will not determine whether the 
jf4®- of Loifigmusj and the fiiyA®- of Hermo^ 
genei^ are the {ame, as illahy hare thought ; 
or whether there is a Difference between 
them, di^TanaquilFaherv<fz,% of Opinion, and 
the ingenious Tranilatbr of Zonginus in Fretieh^ 
Monfieor BoUeau. 'Tis at every man's Plealure 
to )udg, as hie fees fit : for I am not going tx> 
ctonftrue Rhetoricians Terms, bdt to givfe 
Jpreccpts of Stlte. 

To a Great and a Sublime Stile, by which I 
mean the feme thing, 'tis requir'd, Firff, 
that theSubjeft it felf ht great and fublime. 
Some things are more valuM^ amotie Men, 
and others lefs : the former, being more 
efteem'd, are call'd the Greater -, and thofe, 
which are regarded in an inferior degree, 
the Lels : and fuch as excel among the firft: 
;^ arc termed, in an eminent manner, fidfOme^ 
* and produce Admiration in us •, as thofe which* 
are little, move our Contempt. 

AH thofe things therefore are great and 
fublime, which we admire for excelling a-f 
|fto»g them, to which itf^nfekfj give the Pre- 
ference : 
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Unseal Thus Kiogsare great, becaure tbey 
are of a diftingaim'd Raak among Men of 
I^goity and Figore, and they are ftiil grea« 
ter who excel amo^ Kings ; and be is grea^ 
tell; who is King of Kings, and Lord of 
lords : and upon the fiinae accooat ARUns 
and TUngs are aHb calFd Great. 

JS^rare only thpfe things great wbidi are 
good, but ' alio the bad, becaufe they beget 
Admiration by excelli^ in their Kind : That 
we fey, great Cruelty, great Villany, great 
Milery9 and the like. And thefe things ge? 
aerally imprefi us more firongly, and appear 
greater to us than thofe which excel in Good-* 
ncfs • for they raife the Paffions of Anger, 
Indignation, Fear, Sorrow, Terror and Det 
pair, which are apt to magnify an Objed, 
becaufe thefe Afiedions are as much more 
violent in Men, than thofe which relate to 
Good -, as ihonning of Bvil is a more vehe- 
ment Principle than the Parfait of Good. 
Hence it is, that proud arbitrary Princes 
chufe rather to be feared than lov'dj becaufe 
Men fometimes love things, tho they ire 
fmall and inconfiderable, bat they feldom 
fear any thing but what is great : and Love 
is frequently not {^3c remov'd from C!oa« 
tempt, whereas we defpife nothing lefs thatt 
what we are much afraid of. And fb Perfons 
of. this Tafte had rather feem Great thaa 
Good ; for the Appellation of Good is to 
many prepolteroufly accompany^d with a cer- 
tain notion of Meannefs and Diminution. 

Nov/ it is not always neceflary that an O- 
rater's Subjcft ftiou'd be great in the Judg- 
ment of PhiloTophers, or wife Men, who ef> 

timate 
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timatc not the Value of Things by the wl- 
gar Standard: 'Tis fufEcient it it is great in 
the common Opinion of Mankind j or of thofc 
to whom we addrefs our felves* Thus a Gene- 
ral, tho above fo bafe a Regard himfelf^ may 
yet. make a noble Speech to the Soldiers about 
"blunder, in order to animate them to Bat- 
tle, by the Hope of Booty \ and an Orator 
may d^laim warmly on an Injury or ASront, 
aian^important Matter, t\iO Socrates ov Dio- 
genes wou'd have thought it a Trifle. Bat if 
a Thing, which is great in it felf, fhouM 
not appear fo to an Audience, we muft firft 
prove it fuch in a Ampler Stile, and by force 
of Reafon, rather than Magnificence of 
Words : And when by clear Tokens we per- 
ceive we have fucceeded in this Point, thea, 
and not before, we may raife our Stile into 
the Sublime, and give it a Majelty. For this 
reaf9n, the Beginning of a Difcourfe ought 
to be plain and natural; becaufc 'tis impro- 
per to fpeak pompoufly on a Subjeft, before 
we have made its Dignity to be underftood, 
fince a Hearer may have far meaner Thoughts 
of it than we. 

But to feled a lofty Subjeft, is not alone 
fpfficient to render a Didion fublime •, we 
muft alfo have a Genius equal to the Argn- 
ment, and be able to difcern its feveral Beau- 
tys, and form an Idea of it, which (hall com- 
prehend all its Excellence. ' . 

This we may call a Capacity and Vigour of 
Imagination: That is a capacious Imagina- 
tion, which can at once, or in a very l^ott 
time, prefent to it felf a Multitude of Thing? 
withput Confiifion, which furveys an iU"f' 
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trious Subjeft on every fide with wonderful , 
Celerity, and examines it, aad diftingailhes ' 
what are the bright Parts of it, and to what 
it may properly be compar'd, or oppos'd. 

The Force of Fancy confifts, in giying fuch 
a lively .Reprefentatio^ of all the Particulars 
to the Mind, as fhall almolt amoiint to 
Sejife, and not raife a faint and diftapt Idea 
of the Thing, but make it feem, as it werc^ 
prefent to View. So that the bare Imagina- 
tion Ihall produce the fame AfFedipns in u%, 
as the adual' Sight of it wou'd create* 

This Force and Capacity of Fancy are par-: 
ticularly confpicuous in the Poets : the latter 
is feen in their forming their Images of fi> 
many Parts, and expreflTmg fo many Circum- 
ftances in them, that it is impoffible to con- 
ceive how they cou'd all come into theirMinds; 
and the former appears^ when in reading 
their Writings, we don't fo much feem to 
read, as to have the Things before our Eyes, 
and experience the fame Tranfports as their 
Prefence is wont to provoke. Both the Ca- 
pacity apd Vigour br Imagination muft meet 
together, to make a great Idea of a Thing in , 
the Mind : for if the firft is wanting, the 
Stile will be dry and barren •, and if thelaft^ 
it will be languid and heavy. Ovid never 
wanted a capacious Imagination, he abounded 
in this J but a Force or Strength of Fancy is 
fometimes required in him. Compare his 
Didoy and the Dido of Firgil j and in the one* 
you'l fay, the Poet fpeaks, tho with a world 
of Elegance ; but in the other you fee Dido 
tierfclf in all her Fury and Defpair. 

But 
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Bat Ima^oation is not the fole, ndr tke 
chief thiag i& a Stile ^ the Judgment maft 
prefide over the whole^ for *• good Scnfe 
and Vnderftanding is the Foandation of wr4-r 
ting well. If all that a ha&j and Imcariant 
Fancy faggefts^ is not fit to pafs in a Poeii], 
how much greater Caution muft be bad la 
Frofe, the Gravity of which allow? far lefs 
Liberty to the Fancy ? 
, Let the Judgment therefore govern the 
Imagination, aaaibmetimes remit, andfome- 
times contTad: the Reins. To this end it mult 
be clear and piercing thro every Part ; it muft 
be uncorrupt, not biafsM by a Fondnefe to 
its own Conceptions ', and it muft be fevere 
and inexorable, notfparing any Impropriety 
of the Fancy. Then it muft diftinguifli what 
is principally to be admired in an Idea, and 
what willimprefs moftat fuchaTime and 
Flace 5 whether it will be fufficient to propofe 
thofc Parts which relate to the Grandeur of 
the Sflbjcd in general, or whether 'tis better 
to go over each of them feparately-, whe- 
ther only the chief are to be fingled out, or 
one alone, which is molt eminent to be infif- 
fed on, and touch'd up with the brighteft 
Colours: And whether that, on which wc 
won -d draw moft Admiration, (houM be con- 
ceal'd, but conceal'diri fuch a Manner as to 
make it look like fomething very important. 
Let the Imagination view and review its 
Idea on every fide, till it pleafes the Judg- 
ment, and a true Critick pronounces ; TTjis 

" " "" ■— ■*»i.^— — iWI M ill I ■ I I »■ 

♦ Scribendi refte Tapere eft & Priricipium & Pons. 

Hon Arte Foet. 

tsfft 
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Part if it is admirahle^ this is to be difflay^d to 
the Audience* 

After the Image qf a noble Subjed is finifli'd 
IE. the Mind, and apprdv'd by the Judgment^ 
the next care is concerning the Words, which 
are as it were the Colouring, that we paint it 
out to others ; fo that it may. feem as lofty to 
them, as it does to us. Words^ therefore^ 
fiwu^d he equal to the Irn^e^ and the Image to 
the 'thing :^ and confequehtly in a fublime 
Stile, they fliou'd alio be fublime, which 
they are three ways ; By the Authority gf the 
Perjhfjs who life them^ by their Soundy and by their 
Signification* 

Words are fublime by the Authority of 
fuch as ufe them, wTiich art not taken from 
Places where the Rabble and bafer People 
refbrt, but from the Converfation of Perfons . 
of good Breeding, and honourable Birth and 
Eniployment. A polite Tafte will eafiiy dif^ 
tinguifh thefe in any Language, from thofe 
which are render'd coarfe and fordid, by be- 
ing in the Mouths of the Vulgar. When I 
fpeak of Words^ I underftand alfo the Phra- 
fcsi cafl'd Proverbs, and the like. 

Woids are great in Sounds and Periods and 
Sentences (whicbha\'e alfo a relation to the 
Sound of Words) if thc»7 fill the Ear> and 
are but juft remov'difrom oppreffingit j like 
thefe in f^irgil^ Fenti ex Cavernis erumpunt ; Ancicf. r. 
The Winds '^b^P' out of their Caverns : And 

•' f^U. . .••:...; ■. . 

:' ^^.i''Qj^*:*^Crines'^iffiifiti Sacerdos .. • Aneid. 4;. 

- Ten^ceaiutfitohat ire Deos^ Erekiwif^ Cbaof/]) 
^'Th^iv^ue H^4^m: <' .... 
\i^:n O ■' And 



Digitized 



by Google 



194 At^owJR^f 

De Rapt. And thofe ^fCUudiaffr whmM &Xf> drjs^ 

Proferp. .^p^j^ ^^^ joft ^f her Daughter, .Tbr<i i^c^rJfe^- 

^wr Olymfa. Bttt of this the JSar maft jfiidg, 

wbidi is more ekgant in fomte th^n in ptbersj. ; 

But the greateft Soblimity of Wprds tm^^ 
flits in the Signification \ for ev^y flii^n . knows 
fome are more fignificaat than others, 4s-ia 
Latin, <w«4r^ftgnifie§ niQise tW ^/i/^re^ J?^- 
^I'r/ire than p^tfr^, erumftn tlmi ev^dif^e (afid 
in Englilh tx>: //?4cfc tmm to difiih^ j^od tOf 
jfe^ril than to movcy &c.) It co^ducesf th^c- 
fore to the Ekvation of SttHp^ nQt OE^ly tp 
ujfe Words-whida fi-goify grek Things, Uul al-t 
fo to felea thofe which carry' the fuLlleft Seafe^ 
Thus; Fury fumijbes Arms\ is loftier tha^) if 
thePoethad faid >4»^£:r iflfteadof f«r)<- 

Beiides the more kjaown and the .principal 
fignificationsof.any W&rd, theje are inuA-^ 
merable othcrsaffixM bf xooMBOa, \JS% which ^ 
fbme call a ficondary Sjehfe* Thti^ H yw cry 
otit Thief dponaMan^ yon don't o«ly.;fay he 
has taken fomething fram the Owjik^r. vritjk' 
out his Confent, which is th« priqigiipal jOWpn* 
ingof the Word j butintiniatc a» greiftfd^^al 
^niorc, as that yoa are angry at bw» .tt|$Jt»yo*i 
feek Vengeance on him^ that you woaMfwe 
him, and that you defpife him fa »yqh a^ 
not to fear his Refentm^nts : and foQietioi^s 
the Word is iis'd inMerrimeat,,arnddo^s n,ot. 
imply a Cirinie. , 

There are few Words- whichjhiYe. not. a, 
Variety of thefe Significations,^ which aw to 
be obfervM in every fort of Stile, and efpe* 
cially in the Subliine ^ not only that nothing 
may be figaify'd hy a Word coatrar y X(^ what 
we defign, but aifo that fibeft Sigiuficatiojis 
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n&y.Sx'Ve.lcy.uicr^fe the Soblimity of the 
J)mxmG^ ;Hown|uch did Cefar exprefs in 
a fingle Word, when he appeasM the nrnti- 
DDQsTroopSii by ftilFag them Qmrites? 'TisSuetomin 
in yarn to &arch a DidionaiTy for all tfieJ-Caefarc, 
meaniiigs of this. Word, which the pronoun- 5* 7^* > 
ping of it convey'd to rfie feditioui Soldiers. 
Kay, I ma^ affirm^ that, nothing imparts 
gr&tcf Majrityio a Difco«ir^fe^ thaln Words 
whkh have many agnificatibni of this kind : 
For here a noble Senfe lies conceal'd in few 
Words, and thole the mod: fimple, than 
which xhere cannot be any thing more fab* 
lim^e. 

So VMetipu PoflUoUy th6 Aflertor of the 
X^j9^iv Liberty, 'toM the Peopk, who v?ere 
}eatoQS of his aifieding the Kingdom, becdufe 
of the Houfe hcf. had built on Mount f^elia ; 
*5* ^ No, FelloW-Githtens, f-uhlius J^ahrius\ 
" Houfe fltall :nDt obftrnd ypur Liberty 5 
*> Kc/m fljall not become dangerous to you. 
N^VI will not oiMff level ray Houfe to the 
^f; .Ground, but even place it beneath the 
**'HiIU that you may dwell above your fut 
**y|>eaedGountityifian. Let them buildup- 
^'oiiVdift widl wliom you can better truft 
*> ydrnr Libertyi, 4han with F.Valeriuu^ 

. HrirejOu maf fee what fignificancy a few 
Words may have j ft)r iftrike but the Repe- 
tition of JP.^4/«r«rfs Name, and thofo words. 



-lo:. 



. *Npa ohftabu^t Publii Valerii ^es Xibertati 
yeltraJ, C^ifites; tutavobiseritVelia. Deterfmhon 
ui- pfatnttflt Riodo SAcs'^ fed Coftt ctiam rabjiciani; ut 
vos/upra fur0f(tuin{,Bie jC,iy:tip .hJ^bitetis> Ir^yelia 
aBdificcnt, qUibus melius qwpiip. Yalerio .^jr^iitur Li- 
bi^iptas*. ; livy^ D^cad. u lib. 2. c. 8.! 

O 2 Tour 
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how much of the: Dignity of the Sentence is 

loft.' .••''..-• r :v. I • -v . ■) . '■ .. • 

.■/.\:2 And .what can be fubliniet thpn that of 

^ ''• Citfr<?i ^^^ The Senate knriwsthis,^ the Gob- 

"^ • '^ fill fcps. iti' . and yet the i Vlllkin^ lives l '' 

.What an-jfinergyf is < thdfe in thefc tvords^ 

rferSf«u«ffi.dfi5L;6'o;2/2J^:pr9Boaiu:'4 in the St- 
iiatd by cicWoy who waS bimfelf the Gobfiil ? 
Andhaw moch icfs had & expnefs'd^ 'ifk 
"had faid):ri?^:knowithii>. and ^-Tfeeic?* And 
to: this -end' were; Fi^itrfxViaveniJed, \thacat 
th^ lamckiqie as we ..detl^re a thing, . w^may 
alfo declare our Afieftions. Thus in the fame 
OrathDr^-^Wbeil G^^r^.^^cel^ttis^ OTeinfm! 
i) MoreiL; Oh xbe Times and' Mamurs^! ibc not 
.only -fliews the Pfervcrfcniefs of tht Age and 
Manners, but njahifefts. alfonhis wondferfol 
.Concerh^ at.'xh^rDepraTit'y of both : and fo 
other Figures. exprefs.WhemPaflions. i . ■ " . 
. Trap^j.alfo^ andefpeciallyil&f^p/wwr/,vij^^^ 

ten aSttle^i/yhqn juftlyiingfAoy^d; bat tkcy 
cannot find' place in a;fuhiime:onc, jinlefs they 
are rendered k^^^^ij^^v^i^h^r by. the Pi^ai&^ 
of jthaJ^foBwrfe, or^becmiferiie projier Wqrds 
feem notiully jto anfwier the GneatnefeTof tW 
Subjeft'i !tis' ttet wef arcr.ti) ^prrowi Bthcrsi 
TvBichifreof a more .lofty'Senfe; • But in the 
■Dofttinc "of ! the Tropes-,! tLoo- many ' codviiice 
^tbc WorW tftey can play jtW/Ehetotidian.. : • 
MoftJReaders will think what has beenal" 
ready laid down, fufficient to Sublimity of 
Strle;i-fedf ;^ thifag, ^ In^j^Opinibny:'!^^^ 

Vivit. Ciii*.0r^;-indhti6iir '•-'-- - ''-^l-- '"'"■-'- * 

■•••••■ ..'.) 
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behind^ and .which, for:jJught I kna^, may 
be the chief, .^An Orator?DOt only paints out 
hisjubjeftinhis Or^tion^ bat alfo himfelf; 
for, as iDvnnvius truly faySy The Writer's Imnge ub. ^{i 
is to he feen mtveiry Wond^he, -ufes. - la, t^elf/^mW. 
fublime Stile, the^retore^V wfc Ihou'd not .only 
ihaiQe~tbeSul^6:; but. even our Mind appear 
fiihlime v l;^y the Mind, not the Wit, which 
may fi)inetimfis\be fpritelyand great,; where 
the MmdJs bafeand littlg. , 

He has a great and. noble Mind; who is fb 
wholly, mov'd by Things which are inipor- 
. tint and great^ as to be delighted only with 
them, and to regard them fo^entirely, as to 
dcfpife thofe which m^aper Minds efteem, as 
of no Gonfequencc to him ^ who is of one 
Tenor in every Condition of Life, . always 
Matter of himfelf, true, fincere, open-hear- 
tfcd, and tenacious of the Right \ and who 
fo' prcferves his Dignity, as not to be over- \ 

borh by Fear or Hope, 0% any other Pertur-r 
bation, to.commit an unworthy Adion. Let 
an iOrator paint himfelf thus, if he wou'd 
obtain a Majefty to his Speech, 
: ' And thus he will always draw himfelf thro 
the whole Difcourfe, who does not kbour it 
witli a fervile Diligence and Care, nor foU 
low the trifling Rules of Rhetoricians, which 
is the Mark of a narrow Mind j but whofe 
Eloquence fhines with a mafculine Vigoi^r^ 
and is iimple and corred. This is to be 
found in him who fpcaks as he thinks, and 
who is more careful what he fay 5; than how 
he fays it j and who, in (hort, fpcaks well, 
notbecaufe he wdeavour$ tp do fo, but be- 
faufe he canpLOt; fpe^ijc otheryvife : . Such'^ 
i. .K O 3 r^lan 
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Maa delirers himfelf with a certain noble 
Boldnefs and Liberty of Speteh v and as he 
has nbdiing untnanner'd and riide, fb lie i^ 
far froma chiidifh Bafhfulnc&and Awe, ^nd 
a fulibm and prbftituted ^ttery. 

The Pkffions themfelves, wbidi in molfc 
Men are Signs of a weak and impotent Mind'^ 
will in fdcn an one appear ^tdsroas and 
brave j fuch is the Anger of Nsffutti in the 
firft jEneid of Virgil^ and the Tears of C/w^ 
in his Oration for Milo. 

Sentences difpers'd thro an Oration, alfo 
Ihew the Greatnefs of the Orator's Mind j 
but then they mulb feem to arife of them-- 
felves, while heis imploy'd in profecutlng 
his Sabjcft, and not to be ftuck into it oq 
purpofe. *Tis almoft impoflible for any Maa 
to fliev^r this Greatnefs of Mind, who is not 
really pofTefs^d df it ^ if yon ftrive to diC- 
ferable it, the Affe£iation it felf, or fome Me* 
taphor taken from a mean and ordinary thing, 
or a pompous Figure implpy'd otia plain and 
humble Argument, will di&over that it is 
not in you. 'Tis in this lAvy excels thro his 
whole Hiftory, and efpecially in the Speeches : 
for when you read them, you don't feem to 
read X/xy, but to hear the Heroes and Con- 
querors thcmfelves. 

And hither are fome Sayings of the An- 
tients to be refer'd •, / [corn t4f fted a nSoryy 
faid Alexander. If a Man were put to guefs 
Whofe Saying this was, and were well ac- 
quainted with Alexander^ Charafter, he wouM 
name him for the Author. And who but 
Alexander^ when Parfneniof^X^^ I wou^d do this 
if I were Alexander, wou'd have anfwer'd. 

And 
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JhriJ^ ^ I were Parmenio : l%ou a&rUfi 
Ccf^r? How great a Thing dow that figaify, 
and tlfo how great a Mind ? 

Wtehave a Saying reported of a Duke of 
G^od^ who was forc'd to go into Fntnctj to 
ibbmit him&If, in the name of the Republick, 
to the Prendf King. After they had Ihcwn 
him aH the Raritys and Splendor of ParU^ : 
they a^k'd hhn, W^hat ipas the greatefi Wonder 
he hoi feen in tire mpfixelehated City and Court 
of the whole World ? He immediately reply'd^ 
,Jlf^Self.. Nothing is wantiiig to the Subli- 
mity of this Anfwer. Here is a perfeft 
Imagtof an exalted Miad^ and the nobleft 
Thought exprefi'd^ by one plain, feut molh 
fignificant Word ; there is an incredible Force 
in this Sublimity, and they who read^ or 
he^r Tuch Sayings, perceive their Souls to 
grovif elated at them, and generous Paffions; 
to beat within their Breafts. 

Bv this Sublimity, that which qtherwife 
Wdud provoke and €nrage, ferves'only to 
beget Admiration, and Men are pleas'd even 
With an unfriendly and bitter Truth. Alex- 
ander is faid to have given u Pirate his Life, ' 
for making this Return : / am caffd a Pirate^ 
becaufe I infefi the Seas with one poor Skif\ 
but you J who do the fame thing with a numeroua 
Fleets are fiiPd a King. The Monarch was 
unWilling the Pirate fhou'd exceed him in the 
Grandeur of Mind, which this Saying de- 
clared. 

From what has been faid, it appears how 
extraordinary a thing it is, not to ftrike out 
one fablime Saying or two, bpt to make a • 
whole I^ifcourfe fo. Briefly to comprife what 

4 I 
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I have faidii he who wou'd perform this^ 
mufi form a great Idea from a^noble SvbjeEt^ and 
exfrefs alfo a Sublimity of Mind in Words fo 
ftgmfcaMj as to tranffort a Man into an admi- 
ration both of that and his SubjeSt. If the Dif' 
ficulty of this Ihall deter any from attempt- 
ing this fort of Stile, it will be a prudent 
part in them to forbear i fince they may fuc- 
ceed happily in another. But in the Sublime 
very few write tolerably ; here and there one 
and another excels, but all the reft, by en- 
deavouring at it, only betray their Want of 
Judgment, or the Poverty of their Senfe; 
and, as HpraceS^ySj Bum Humumvitant^ Nu- 
* b€s& Jnaniacapt^ant i while they purfue Sub- 
limity, they only write Fuftian, andbyfoar- 
ing, catch nothing but an empty Qoud, a 
• M'^eor of StilQ'y whichis theinfeparableCon' 
' . fcquence of injudicioully affeaing to be fub- 
lime. But to proceed. 

-Xht Meteors of Stile, may all be.reducd 
under thefe .three Heads : ; i . When a Diaion^ 
truly fublime is imployM on a trivial Sub- 
. jeft. 2. When the Subjed is grfeat, but the 
• Stile is not truly fo. 3. When neither the 
Subjeft, nor the Stile is truly fublime. The 
Caufe of thd firftis, that either we eftimate 
indifferent Things above their real Value, or 
elfe imagine we can't handle a Subjeft ele- 
gantly, unlefs we treat it magnificently - ^be 
tbrmer argues a little Mind, and both or 
them a Weaknefs of Judgment. 

Examples of this Fault are innumerable. 
i:\i^ Literati^ when they fpeakof their own 
Works, generally aflTume too high a Tone, pf^' 

hap§ becaufe they think too well of their oWfl 
. ^ • '' per- 
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Performances, They beftow all the Figurcs.of - 

Stile^ ptoper to exprcfs the moft vehement 

Paflions, to Jhew hm fuch a Pajfdge is to he ready 

what this or that Word figni^es^ or in what Method 

aty Art is to kc t aught ^ &C Julius Cefar Scaligery 

a great Name in the learned World, having 

jtaught his Son Sylvius the Rudiments of the 

Latin Tongue, and going to inftruft him 

more perfeftly in the Language, ipeaks to 

him thus : Now you have fafs^d thro the more 

Juvenile Part of Literature ^ it wilt not be fro- 

fer for you to enter upon the graver Studys^ tiS 

you Inow the Caufes of thofe Precepts by which 

the Courfe of overy excellent Science will be un^ 

folded to you : For tho you have imbibed thefe 

things^ which are the Effect of exa£t Obferva- 

tionsy yet becaufe you may be often forced to doubt 

whether^ and always jphy it is fo^ I cannot enjoy 

my felf^ unlefs I fee you fafely delivered from 

all thefe Difficulties. And a little after: Tho 

thefe things J my Spn^ may at firfi feem^ to your 

jigej unpalatable and hard ^ yet J wou^d have 

you conclude with your felf^ that what is eafy 

and vulgar y is not worth your Care* And how 

noble will it be for you fo have been accuftom^d .,,^^'*v^,v 

to all the moft excellent Things from your ten^ /i ;3^ " <^?> 

derefi Tears? Therefore thefe Hardjhips firike /z^i/$^ '^/ - 

Terror and Ve/pair only into barbarous and un- V^\':^-;- ^^v, \*'C 

cultivated Minds'^ but for uSy who are Lovers^S^^''"'-" '^J^^ 

of Truthy you muft believe there arcy as it were^ v^t; ^fl>'' 

armd Legions ready to ajfjfi' us. 

A Man wouM. iWear Hamilcar were firing 
his Son Hannibal With an implacable Hatred 
to the Romans^ pr at le^ft that our Julins Cefar 
were teaching his' SylviuSy by what Valour 
and Cbndua he Ihou'd recover the Pi iacipality 

•, . of 
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of P'eronoj wWch he had l6ft 5 and not that 
a Father was giving his Son the Rules of 
Grammar. 

To this we may pertinently add tudovicus , 
Vivesh^ Judgment concerning tr. LongoKusi 
He vfes high^fomding and CicefOnian ItW/, 
fays f^ives^ but this makes him appear the mtr^ 
falemn Trifler^ heca^fe he adapts them to incMfidt* 
' r able things \ for he was not content lah'pfkuftj to 
• imitate theWords and Thrajesof CiceW, hut he 
tnpji fteeds copy him in every thing:, ahdtke h(h 
' neft Gentleman^ while he lay fnug in a CorHer 'df 

bis Study J augujky offumes the Care of the chief 
Empire of the IVorldj which v^as as ridiculoM in 
himj as if he had put on a Giant^s Clothes^ and 
mimicked his Port and yoke. This pfepofte- 
rous Sublimity never Ihc^'d it felf more» 
than in the Apology of this LongoUus i Where 
he defends himfelf againft the frivoloas Ca- 
vils of his Adverfarys fo niuftrioufly, that 
CW/wtheFirft of England couM not have 
imploy'd a greater Magnificence of Words 
• p. when he was try'd for his Life. Erafmus has 
lafh'd fuch Abfurditys with his wonted Fa^ 
cetioufnefs, • 

And not only, the Imitators of Cicero^ but 
the whole Clafs of Copiefrsalrmdft are gailty 
of the fame Fault. You .fliall have the Stile of 
the greateft Men imitated; by whom? Sy 
obfcure Fetlows, lock-up in a Chimb^r, and 
unknown to any birt to 6%s, or fofiie gf tbdr 
own Degree. And fo fomfe hatmlrfs <!:rea- 
tures, who have only^ a little Cprmmon-Place 
Learning, Ihall imitate Debates df the detf eft 

^ L. Vires 4e eoaPcribeadis Epiftolis. 

^ StateffflCflt 
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St^tefmen^ on Matters of the laft Confe- 
qttente. Aa Imitator of Jt/tyy whenever he 
is at a lofs in the reading of a Sent^sfliie^ Ihall 
fpeak juft as if the SU^aft Arrity Werto em- 
barr^fs'd at the Furca CaudiM* If any one 
happens to innovate in tlie Method ef teach- 
ing a Sciencfe, ah Admirer of Sahfi ftall 
borrow all the Colours, in which he has 
painted Cdtitme^ to pai^t bnt the lafbfe'nide of 
f«ich a Deed. He v^ith whom Ticitits \i a 
darling Author, id treating a Qneftien or 
Topick of the Schools, fhall fpeak fenten- ' 
tioafly, and utter himielf with the Obfcarity 
6f an Oracle, that one wouM think he was 
delivering the Arts of Government, and Se- 
crets bf State. A conftant Reader of Quin^ 
tns Onrtitis (hall fpeak of the tucubratitms of 
the Learned, jaft as Alexander has of the 
Conqueft of ARa. Qfle Ihall apply all the 
Images, by which FeBeins Paterculvs has de- 
fcrib'd his Heirdes, to any of bis Acquain- 
tance whom he has a mind to commend ; and 
another ftall relate the Squabbles of Gram- 
marians, as pompottfly as Bcrus does the Wars 
of ld\t Romims. 

• What) la the name of Wonder^ can you 
defire ? There is not a Vifrage or Hamlet in 
anyQparterof the World, but thefc Imita- 
tors fhall adorn it with afl the Enfigns of 
Majefty that were in antient i;<?i«f j the Fii- 
run§y the Comhiumj Rbfira^Cafit0liSettdt<:urulesj 
the Fdficfj Axcf^ Trihay ^ati^nf^ ifcftd Tri^ 
nmfhs. They may iky perhaps with Titffus in 
rirpl^ 

Vrhnh 
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; Vrbemj quam dictmt Romam^ Metib^e fu^ 

; Sttdi^s ego J huic nofir^ Jtmilem* 

They are iinoife ridiculous than the Felloir, 
Demetri- who thus defcribes a; paltry Rivulet : A 
us, Ts^i fours pat with great Rapidity }fr4m the Taurick 
i^^veia^" Movntains^ and at length difemhogues it felfiri' 
to the Sea \ ^uft.as if he;were fpeaking of the 
TovxQ\Aoi Nilus or. Eufhr OSes, 
. Nay^ which is enough to futprize any 
Man, our Romanizing Authors ftiall difcpvcr 
z^i\\^ Roman Magiftrates in their Formalitys 
\ andRobes^ ,not only^ in any Civil Stat;e^ but 
even in any Republick^ as they cfill it, of 
Letters. To- this honour'd Socic|ty Mifhael 
Fern thus dedicates ,C4w/?if«i/x's Poems: To 
the ^ perfetual Dictator ^ our- Great, ^fjipenffj 
Pomponins LxtuSj and t^ the Mafier of the 
Hprfe^ and all th9 Republickflf Lettersy Michael 
Fern of Milan, one af the meartefi Foragers., 
wijhes a warm Fight^ and a \gloriom ViBory^ 
Of the fame Tribe are they alfo who perpe*- 
tually fet out in an Oration with foijie ak* 
brated Karnes of Antiquity, thus 3" Alexander 
the Greaty Pyrrhus King of fpirus^ Hannibal 
that Terror of Rome^ Qulntus Fa^iusj MMar- 
cellusyone the Shield^ anB^fhe other the' Swcrd of 
the Roman PeopUy^ &c. If a Perfon unread 
in Hijftory were to hear thefe Names fo often 

ai I ■■■ '• I ' >■ ■ _ ■ I , • N ..11 ■■ I II \ — ' 

* Diftatori pecpetuo, Injperatofi npftro maxifflo* 
Pomponio Laeto, Magiftro fcquitum, cunftasque R^"' 
publicae Literaria?, Michael Fernus Mediolanenfis, 
vilis Pabulator, ftrenuam Pugaara, pulchram ViSo- 
riam. 

repeated 
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repealed in* tte lAc&demical Exa-cifes^ he 

might jdftly a)kif''ihey were all Dodors ar> 

JiM^cn^iofi Aiits. This Abufe has rendered 

:iomeof- them)fo naijfe^us in^ Brimce^ that 

-unl^aiMaa Jiasi a ihitid to expf6&'himfelf, 

he Qinft hot venture t6(inenti6n Can^jlfes or 

Efdinhmias inlaii Oratioii; and if at any 

time 'tis iKceflary to ipcak of them, he muft 

do ID indicedly by a Gvcamlocution. Mut' 

tid has irigeaioufly rallyM this Boyifli Folly, in 

his Epigram on Pvfthumus a Roman Pleads. > 

NondeVi^ neq\ C^de^ necVen€no^'<^€. 
\ ' [' /J "' ^ Lib. ^. E. 19. 

Myltifrdy tWlndUlmentd^esT^trtm 
Qftllibufes fir^j^cr. Murders dtme'j 
Thirte' Goats are^fnijfwgy fays my Briefs 
jindwe tax Maris for the Thief 
fThus^ read profoundly^ in the Laios)^ 
- . ^Owr^Pofthumus unfolds his Caufe. ' 

. VlMi^to your Evidence proceed^ 
: ' ^ Replies theiJudg^ and prove the Deefd : 
:7Stf Serjeant Undies on his Stand^ 
, !Tnipar.es hisLwigSy andwaves his Hand, j 
ThenOinnXy Mithridates JT^r, 
,;::/jn;r>PMaickP^y«)fjj;i^ Fear-^- ^ v ^ 
:,. WJtb^Vi^f Markisi Mutius, 4//, •• 
-. : \ ;.: ''JIe:jnouths^ and thunders thro the HaU* 
1/ :tJ>f/iiiPofthumus, enough of thefe^ 
'. .n\ii^d(ytow^ fotMemit^s fake^ if you pUafe^ 
\ ):iTCofmfp the: Textj and mind your Notes 
;: r ; r: i j^^.^iength^ and lei us have the C oats • 
A' v ^rM 'l -• '• •- r:-- :..■■■' ,^' 

, ^ j- Bph<]iur$> ^ma^ties far le Langue Fi^ncoire. 

A 
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A X^ ^m\% n tbst ^f o<bers^ :Vrl% to 

TxiM^. I?)lich d^ body caipibe igAoraot df^ 
bf the Mthorkjr of ibme iUfiftrioiis Aafeiei]^ : 
as i^'k Mw might not &y the San Ihine^^ aa- 
Icfs >ii)pi»^^ Kingr of jbragm^ or Agefilans 
|iad &rd . it beforp iiami. : Tbefr Goxc^xd^s at e 
"^$#1^1^4101]^ a$ he wm'd bf ^ whcxat an £a- 
t^rtainineitt^ in orikt)tD perfoadeltfae Goia^- 
papyJ to bf fflerry^ Ihou'd gravelyi addrefe 
th^W? I?>r Venofiaian 5u7/fw J^sin^Ufi truly 
than elegaiJtly r^ Nunc eft bibendum, Now let us 
ply$kr>Gl^^ ■ ^ : 

Tills iSeaeratJDn of Writers give a lofty 
Stile alfo to inconfiderable Subjefts, and make 
Tityrm talkin i Paft^aly like ^t^Sn'gar in the 
Epopee y stod Che iold;w<liti«igv Gi^itlcwomaa 
in their Plaf ^» Iha^f pontend with > tte Prin- 
cefs her feif in SUbUi^ity atfd M^alikJence of 
Sentencpa^ aid^aFo^nta^ %dik lil^e ail Em* 
peror : They lada^fcinwaaLfiregyy. like Hercu-- 
• les in his r^Kiag^ffitsvv^^atod^ their Fatf&tidr Epi- 
files ^m campos'd^ *asN i^ they wc^e» to be 
fpdken in.tJ^Senate,. ^ xM Fmrn^i :.JBat 'tis 
ii9]^«s^e to eonmecatc aU Jtbe filanders of 
this kind., ; r - , . "- . - \ • 

There is anothier fprt of ^*r^r>v iwhich 
xronfifta not in u&ig ai infsfg^ifiqait Sttte on a 
mean^S«b)j^, hutiaediclgavjtcioaavStiblimity 
on a^SvibkO: iiruiy^;^2^t* .:.:! .caiH^aHj^tfiat vi- 
,0006 Sv^Iimity^ wlaic^ feeing jto ^\&blime 
taJEbraetFerfbnsi.litttis notreailyfo.; They 
offend ia^.tiiit JdiKi> ..wlto^^tib^ik^«Se^1^ thing 
fublime, which is obfcure. Ask them who 
•arethe fublim'cftOratWSt aiidTBe^ 
tW £emgysi$8;x>si tlie 4^%'Qr 9>r/te//#V;/, 
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Of foi»feltter Imitator $: of them : But CicerQ ? 
h$^ ];s not wortti mentioning, ti)e Boys at 
SchooijOin iknd.erftdn<l him. With thein 
Tmittus is fetr beyond -fcitgs becaafe he is more, 
obfeurie ; And jPrrjZra ist^ir Darling in Sa- 
tyr), :bcciiufe aftw fe many Comments of 
learned Men, his Senfe is yet in ,th^ dark. 
They i*)Ondfer ^^i7 fton'd carry the Prize in 
BpicPdetey, whoismiuch.eafier tftbeiWKicr- 
ftc^ than L^^m^ Statim^ Clavdiany Prudcn^ 
tius^ aad feveral Moderns* Th?y dei^fe Ho* 
r^cii\ udf s, where tfeey un4«ftan<^ hin^ Wj: 
whefiL he fiwsoHt of. their Reacfa^ tiey ad- 
mii:e.lunk9^tti3«ii h€^ js f^l^ime, and another 
Fmdat* .V\ S^' 

A Man nWy wonder l»w it IbouM enter 
iittp any Qw's Head to.affeft Reputation, by 
^srmagobfcurely, and to admire Obfewity 
ia others, finpe Speec;feiivas nQt gjiyen us to 
da^kent^ b^t to reyeal our ThQij^ts^ The 
Ca^fts of this Error aff« many : . For befides ; 
that Thing? which lie concealed are generally 
more regarded, Tome Im^gi&e: that an Au<- 
ttalr> who, they agree, always undefft^ndj 
his QWX-lM^j DWft ne^e0arily be fiiperior, 
inithatrelpe^^ tp y<»5ij> who do sftl? und^r- 
ftaind/i^^^ feicwfe fee cprnprehendSi wha$ yqut 
caniaiofe Ofthers^ bec^nfe ijojh^ii: iOWWhood. 
ijacy;:.ctiu^d xiMt^Aderftaqd Wimts wha.wert^ 
tftniyi iBiblioiet. h^vi^ bMaa£eQft<»n'd^ School 
toKsctf^iUidth^ B>tiQn^; of Obfoirity wSit 
Subl«Atl]f4oeeth^rr' jljift the i4me with'tlieai^ 
vctoiadmkeitb«ifo j«?^d^ gr»t Aiitb^rs. inr 
d^eedv but. wlwart -Hvti. t«J)e. onde^pod,; 
for!jiicpmmon with* us to admire the Vir- 
tues and y iceis jj^rQmifsvov^y of thpf^. whom 
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^e eftccm* • Laftly, ethers iafcribe to the Au- 
thor" himfetf, the abundince of Wit and 
Learning, which isredairyin Expofitots to 
be able to compi*eherid hkiii' And jpthat muft 
tAat "be,: wbfch ^.HttHpusy k Cafavboni a Gw- 
tmsi''fiSdtmdfiu$^ c fi Sc^i^er can farcelype-' 
nettate?' . ' - 

I remember a Geiitlemaiiaf this Tafte was 

once boaftiftg of hi& Elo^qtieftce to me in theft 

Terms: p^ye t»(?m— —fa^s te, naming a Per* 

fonof great Learning, rfe^f cry him ttf for a 

wonderful Scholar^ but m* mister for that: I 

wijh you had feen the Letter I writ to him 4 

tittle while ago. J waited e9t hii^fiMfe^xt Daj^ 

and ai}^d him^y if he had received it. He tdd 

me^ he- had^ and dejir'd I wott^JTinfor^H him 

MatJ'^meant hyit* As if^fitid I tohiniy you 

did not krioxti. He fwor4 ht did not tmderpai 

a word \>f it. I to4fk my on' him ^ and exfwn' 

ded it to him: In jhori^ije was for^d $o cm* 

fefs\f that if I had not come{ hk Jhoud never have 

£uefs^d vahdt it was - Fdefgn^d to tell him* At 

' this he lodk'd me itf ^the-Face, andburftiato 

^Laughi^' IlaaghMalf0^: ajjd Jet the Reader 

jttdg which bf us had molt Reafon to laugh.- 

' Ifi-befld^ thefe Caufes^: rf afFefted Obfca- 

rity, a ifbuth happens t^ have an idfipidTu- 

tjbr, w^ho is perpetuklly iilculcating to iiim 

the ^ic«rW> -(nUrmp 6i ^'Quintilian \ that is^' 

i^ho*obmihends^ to hitn the moft intricate 

Writefr*s ^^bhw the refty tfeat himfelf maybe 

iSumghf b tinderftahd ttiem^ afld^t^i&s W« 

Scholars^ wfth the RteGfiritiaii in the^ fafflc 

Rlace, for>«hdr 'Obfcufcin^l; {otnueh thrhetter^ 
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I dofi^t^hndetfiatidUt f^ 'tis eafy to fee 

whente his Pupirs llevi^renee for Obfcurity 
prpc^clds. 'Bat a'^JViin need not take Pains 
to '. be bbCare, iince,' a) Exataf^sof many of 
the' Wft-ratc Writers teftify, 'tis fcarcely 
poffible for us to avoid it, efpedally ^in the 
IbblimeStae, whenwe endeivour to fay lof- 
ty Things, ia lofty Words: for when we 
.labour to form a great Image of a Thing in 
out Mind, . we often croud fo many Ideas t6^ 
getlier, that the Irnagination is' <^Bf6unded 
and" perplexed j and we e4n-t tell wha^ it ii 
we aire conceiving, which neteflarily rendert 
the Expreffion. dark and involv'd. Some^- 
times the Image is form'd dlftinftly in the 
Mindi bdv we arc at a k)fs for Words ^ual 
to it i and while we feek tod far for thiem, 
we* become unintelligible. And fo'metimeS 
\vc ftrive to comprfeze W^ great Thought- itf 
few Words, to increafe the Force of th^ 
Expreffion V which,, if rardy usM, &nd with 
Perfpicuity, makes a iStiie very fublinae^: bufe 
how readily we Hide from hence into Obfcu- 
rity, thp Inftahce efT^«>«/. declares; This 
is to be excus'd in gredt Wrkefs, and not to 
be imitat&d,; efpecially by thofe wHd can only 
imitatfe their Faults, . 

They ilfo miftake 'J^/fr^^ri for Sublimity, 
who thiiik^c^very tbidg to be fublime which is. 
rare and extraordinary. They defpife Words' 
and PhraJ^oL.«anai2a JSfej and^obfervc 
nothing in an Author as they read hlnii, but 
what i^^eidoni^tQbfe found. They throw a^ 
rxd^ C^cirp^\C£far^:Om^^ N'epos^ and 7>- 
renctry.^ptxJ^fk afford po Materials for their 
Common-Place- Book. But Barely has Charms, 
p and 
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$nd fupi^iesthmi witti a Trealure of chciioe 
Wor4s Pbrafes, Foj^^ms^ Sentences^ ^nd 
Tropes, as they chufe to (£ll th«m. ThePo- 
ets^ particuUrty the Modern, have maay R^- 
liity^ i afld, above ^11, Pref^ces^ In^qr^tmti 
and Tr^immAtA abcmad with PhTar^Si, ac* 
cordi% ^o tlieir o WQ S^y i,Qg9 iB^mhy Csdir W 

A tHip Colte&ion 9f this kind being niade 
$rom tJi^ Poets, Orators aodPhilofophers of 
ali Ages, th^y form a Stije at: laft, which is 
juft: Hke a Cabinet that; is djefign'd ta bold 
only the Wondiers and Curiofitys of I>;^tui:e 
and Art. r ^ 

Th^fe Men w^l n^ver dpb^e theml^kes fi? 
fr r as to call Cii^fr^, CVwf V but are t^pght by 
their Pl^afe-Bc^ktacall.tjjimf y^i^^ wW?^:*} 
^Uidfm is^ FaiftiliarU. noficr Sarjwa^ j and /ftf 
jr«3|^^ ijauft never^bci Horaqeif but) V'enufatuf Cygr 
jjiw, the f^cftujmi^ SvfijftH i, and if they happen 
|t) compare him^ wjth /?|-^^, : thcy^t tell yoa 
t4iey ace comparing ^ Ti^ri and Sijg^hhtg toge- 
ther. As , great a nwne as Hv?ner is, he muft 
QOt becaU'd bj5 that, bmis tobe exprefs'd, 
hY^::Sffi^ QntoiHdracqj IsquiniLmolitW in- 
eftfr^zaijMj^tiAli^Bipfiliranus Argutor. They 
can't fpeak of the moft ordinary things, aor 
4y^Q4:T^ut(^P:thw" A4dreffes toHeayen, but 
itiStheGafttof rJri^r/K/jj.or fox^c Book of 
Form?. .."'; //, '. ./ ' 

r. - ,' ' ^ .\ y'\ ''/^' ' "' • ^ — - ■ 

^ TbkEaspreSHon if tJi(fn figm.a fSdyfag ^Augaftttt» 
Ww ,yiAfZ«g once between Vijigii and Hor2w:e, fold merrily 
htfatbifween Sighing awi Tears : fifr out;, wai tnndM 
with an A^fthma, and the other with Rheumatick By«» 
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Bat they ^re i^ltogether.Diiftakcn, who 

eftectn uncommon Expreflions to be atways 

fablime: Ckf/^r-was of another Opinion, and 

faid, -An nnuTuat tVord jhou^k be Jfjun^d tHe 4A.QelI. 

' Moqh Mrjnu;€r$ theHifekes wouM be bpauta- ^* «• cio. 

%i^ if Rarity .couffjL niake tljem fo. It in a 

lertoiis anfl fu^limp Oifcq^wfe^ A Man fhou'd 

Axik the faptaftlcal Ad(e(5fcives and Words of 

ftus^ occij^niusy Sy^colatronidd^. ari^nn extert^ 
ToniM^ fvftitttJiinei^ ^ferrlcr^flndi Infuse-, which 
Sv.ercihYeutedonly for the Stage, ^%p fet the 
'Andieace i kq^ing; who do^s hot fee it 
jWOu'^biij utterly .riqiculous? They Who al- 
.jyays c^ Mix'ander , thQ> Pelican touthy and 
\drifiotle tife Sti^rite^ thinV they fpeak mag- 
"^ficcfltly 1 aS.lF the names jAtxanier and >*- 
ri^^/^. had npt much mcwre Majelty in them. 
-Aira woaM iiothe oeftow a very noble Ap- 
ppltatioii btt the gmperorCiS^/r/ V.* and Heu- 
IV/. of ^r^f, that fliou'd call one, the 
dth af Ghent,, and the other, the Bemoife ? 
^Who ciWs^ Pfnd^ar^ Thabame Lyra Fldiceny 
jfb€ ^t(t^nift afx Thebes, imagines he fpeaks 
mor^ '^aadly;^ than one who only calls hinl 
*??f?4r > . when at the faraie time Ke wou'd . 
Ijlmrelf {boner bd termM J^iW^r, than ffcf /.«- 
y(p)7|(l<>/ Thebes^ (pr .any other Place in the 
^prld- 'And. thus fome wiO. Hdot be pre.*- . 
^tVi^!i4 with, on atiy Terms,. t6-f^y^ iiV Latin, . \i ^^ 
pnsi^^^^ Na^ it hvattbe^Jaccording 

'1^0 'thc^r Phrafe-3ook* Et Xffpi ^^lonforibn^ 
ejfhoium. But ^tis to be prefurt'c^ thpfe\hono^- 
rable' the Xifti & Tojjfores sltY jib great Grace- 
to a toagniHcent Difciourle. They^ ifa^cy alfo, 
theyextolathingwohderfttny, if they 6y \is 
' P 2 as 
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■ as cacalted among the rell of its'fcnd, ' . , 

Quantum lent a foUnt, inter Vihurnd Cupre,[p i 

iSever confidering ifhis is tie Q^ 

!an honeft Countryiiian^. whpfe kflpwledgflay 

. chiefly in Eields, Meadajvs.and Trees. .^' . * 

. . Aiid thus Figurative Words, thg^ more ratfe 

than fropiry are not thierefore always fiibtfe 

fublime ^But \i^e are fo far froniTteing '(3^l|[- 

neri, by changing the laft fbVjthe former, 

'that it IS :frequently a Dilkd vantage tp 'i^^. 

In fpeakingof tbeExceUence^of Man, it' does 

' not heighteii thie Stile to.ufeA^^ir^^'iittead 

of the known ajid daily vfOvAMan ^ and'jhQt'c 

;is ihorepignity in faying ^properly, ;i>/i5i^^ 

'ders^ than in faying, the;Hedvens bettoii; ^'^& 

• thatcalls the Sea,; Pof^fd^i;'tkei^re^^^ 

* wp]iM life a ft'dre figiiificantword,' if he dUrd ' 
"it by the J* common, name SeaV' And'ia *fhtV 

don*t me^icl^ therafelves,, whb"; exchange tte 
VJOtd Ear f if y f^X the (3riat iSaU^'j ahd Se4y^1& 

'Neftune'*% Pmd^ &c. becauTe :,they teifeiS^ 

inore fi'ghificaiit word JFor a^ lefsl Aha Inlb 

fame may befaid.of rejeding a decent Wt^M 

for one uiifeemly and fpuf^' ,fuch'^ as^jpi^^^ 

'Nuhei aqiiam vomentes^ ZXiA' FuriUi*^ JidfiteirjiP^ 

. tes riive ccnffjiens ; concerAing which. ^C|wA 

DeOra- has wifely laid. Since 'tis a Irihcifal shM^n 

tore, 1.3..^ tranflatedWfd to^ havUt 'pikethe Senjf^y^ 

. ynufibe cat'efut' h avoid iorrQwiffg Words W^^ 

fuch things as frejint an ifnfuri Idea tp thipMiM. 

• fwoi^d not ldy'^[the Reiujdick'^ 

^the Death 'of Sciplo,' nor ^a^ G\^xxcU //Vfcl 
[DunghihfCnth \ forthoWsimUilud^^ 
yet the^dughl is fordid ^d'j^cluni^ "^ij^^tnem 
' * ' confider 
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fOoficHcr this> vfrho delight to fay, vomit Cur- * 
j[is^ belch out BUffhenysy fifs on his Father's 
'^pfesjSct. 

Neither do they diftinguifli a Meteor from 
^liblimity^ who affeft too exquifite an Orna- 
jrielit inthe fablime Stile, and always hunt 
after peafur'd Periods, Stops and Paufes, 
and Antithefes, and'Comparilons, exadly an- 
fwering one another j and contrive to repeat 
Words and Sounds in equal time, to begin and 
fend alike j and to have round Sentences, unex- 
peded Claufes, and a fmart playing with Si- 
militudes, Oppofitions, and Ambiguitys of 
Words*, to rehearfe Sayings and A aions of 
the Antientsi and to bring, I will not fay to 
haul, every thing in the World, by an inge- 
nious Allegory, into their Subjed, If fome 
of thefe Particulars are fparingly us'd in a 
ple^fant Difcourfe, they pafs well enough ; 
if they are thick fown, they are abominable, 
even in a ludicrous Argument ^ but in a ie« 
rious and fublime one they are monftrous, and 
pottobeendur'd, and are as indecent as if a 
grave Man IhouM go to dance a Jig in a pub- 
KckAflembly. 

Thefe Delicacys were not much relifliM 
in AugiifiHs\ Age 5 Ovid alone feems to have 
pleas'd' himfelf with them fometimes : but 
in "iNTJrrtf's Reign they began to be in fafhion, 
as &»fr^'s Writings demonftrate \ and a lit- 
tl^ 4fter, Eloquence was made to confift whol- 
ly' iri them, as the Complaints of * Petronitts 
and Quintilian inform us. . 

*" ' f tctron. Init. Satyr. ^ Quintil. lib. 1*8. 

p 3 From 
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From hence this Cuftom pafsM into tK^ 

Epift,ad Church: Chrifitans and Priefis of Gody ^fkj^ 

Pamma- Jcrom^ are not ajhavid t9 fun^ and triJU, vfiih ' 

^ ^^^* ambi^uoHs Sentences^ whkh deceive the Sffi^cK 

more than the Hearer ^ as if th^y ^er^ hJhdlin^ 

fame ridiculous SubjeEl. JM[a»y of the !l(^attiert 

have ftufPd their Writings with theft Fo6>- 

krys, and propagated them to our Age j aa4 

fo heartily are they embracM by fooae of qij? 

Preachers, that Pofterity, I queftion not> wiB 

inherit them. In the meau while, 'tis to bfe 

lamented, that Men fliouM triffc molt in thole 

Difcourfes, in which they ought to trifle leaft. 

When thefe Pecorations are aptly and ju- 

dicioufly imployM, they fometimes render 4". 

Stile more witty and g^y, but never more 

great and'fublime : for they detraft as much 

from the Gravity of a Difcouffe, as they add 

totheSpriteliaefsof iti and Demetrins lays 

TSfliffZH- rightly, noiioii-nif, &C. Similitudes^ affeSed Pe- 

ywW riods and Antithefesy enervate dnd dehafe a Stilt. 

And the fame may be faid of all Ornajuents 

of this fort : An elegant Example of which 

we have in Aufonius's Epigram on thi^ Death 

of Dido y 

InfelixDido^ nutti henenuftaMarit(k\, 
Hoc fereunte fugis^ hoc fugiente feris* 

poor Dido ne'er a happy Husband tryM : 
Whep the firft dy'd, Ibe fled j and when this 
fled,.lhedyM. 

Nothing can b^ more delicate, and yet no- 
thing can4)e lefs fublime : for he that r^ds 
this will not pity the Death of Dido^ hut ^d* 
J. mire 
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mire the Wit of the Pbet ; and the Scanty of 
the Antithefis, and the apt tarn on the words, 
ftj^ere and ferircj fiy kijd 4*>, have no other 
cffed on us (han to rtake us forget her. St. 
jiugufiin^ who cou'd not read the Death of 
Diloj inr^^r^/Z'sfbufth ^neid, without Tears, 
wouM certainly never have molften'd his Eyes, 
at this Epigram. ' " 

A fublime Stile will admit a more fpariag 
Ornament, fometfmes, but not always j for ' 

if the Image we form in our Mind is truly 
great, it will appear. the greater, the more 
imply 'tisexprefs'd : as a very beautiful Per- 
fon is not fo much adorn'd, as hid by a gaudy 
Drefi J and delicious Meats are fpoil'd by a- 
bundanceof Seafoning, and the Sweetnefs of 
a fine Voice is loft in an exceffive Shake. !n 
Ihort, whatever looks beft in its Simplicity, 
ought to be left fo. That in Genep:^ GOD 
y^fW, Let there be Lights and there was Light \ 
let the Earth afpeatj and the Emh afjeard ^ 
the Sublimity of which Lon^inm fo much ^ip} ;4,^, 
commends, is lb fublime becaule it is fb plain, cap. ^. 

And if fome Parts in a fublime Difcourfe 
are to have the Ornament of Words, we 
fliou'd be careful that the Or^ment (hew it 
felf as little as poifible. The Rules of Ar- 
chitefture require, that thofe Pillars, which 
are added to a magnificent Building, for the 
iake of Decoration, fhou'd look, as if they 
were continued under the Bafis, fbr the fake 
of Neceffity, to bear up the weight of the 
Pile. And thus in a Diicourfe, that ^hich is • 
. to adorn it,. Ihou'd notfeem introduc'd with 
thatDefiffn,' but as heceffary lo {lilftain the 
Force and Grandeur of the Theme. • ^ 

p 4 Wc 



Digitized 



by Google 



%\6 [4 l>ifcourfe - of • 

,Wc muftalfQ obferve a rM^an in our Orna- 
ments, left we divert a iReader from the Paf- 
fions we intend to excite in him, to admire 
the Delic^cys of the Stile, and other me- 
chanical Graces j as. they do, who, as ^in^ 
Lib.i ^i^'^iiUan fays, weef in StntcmceSj and beg, in ■, Ft" 
riods: by which they only fucceed to have 
thofe who are plcas'd with the Harangue fay, 
they heard an elegant Oration, but they are 
neither movM nor changed by any thing that 
was faid in it. 

And under this Head Periphrafes are to be 
confider'd, which many affefl:, but which do 
not always increafe the Senfe in propprtioaas 
they multiply the Words •, but when they hap- 
' pen to be flat and heavy, they enervate a 
Difcourfe, and by the number of Words caft 
a Cloud on the Vigour and Sublimity of the 
Sentence. How fublime is this of Kirgitj 

Et CamfHs ubl Troja fuit ! 

Where Tr&y then ftood, is all a common. 
Field. 

Put this into a taraphrafe, and moft of the 
Sublimity of it vaniflies. Lucan, having pom- 
poufly defcribM the univerfal Confternationof 
i?tfWf upon Ce/ir's Approach, adds, 

Danda tamen Vmia efi^ tantarum dands Tsr 
., varum J 
Pomjejo fugientc.timenu Lib. I. 

F<ygive thefe Terrofs.of Imperial Romt^ 
Her Fomfty fled the Fears. ' 
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P^mffpf fvgiwn timent. . The Poet has faid . ^ 
more here in three Word% than if he had 
fit out the Bi^avery and Worth of Pcmfef^ 
and the Circumftances and Confequence of his 
Flighty ever fo largely. I wouM have them 
alfo apply this, who never permit a Subftan- 
tive to go unattended, bat fend fottie fplen- 
did Epithet along vvith him to bear him Com- 
pariy. . 

. Farther ; they do not diftinguifh a Afete&r 
from Sublimity, who think Sublimity confifts 
in high-founding Words, that promife (ome« 
what conliderable under them, but fignify 
nothing extraordinary: Horace olMs this, in a 
Poem, 

^Varfus iriopes rcrumj nugapjue canoras. 

Art. Poet. 

Verjes empty of Senfe^ and fotmdiw Trifles* 

They who affed them, are either ignorant 

what conftitutes true Greatnefs of Stile, or 

not being able to obtain it, wouM conceal . • 

the Deficiency of their Wit by a Plenty of 

founding Words ^ as a gaudy Sute of Clothes 

fometimes hides Beggary and Want. 

Thefearp not foUicitous what they fay, or 

whether they fay.any thing, fo they can but, 

as a great Matter in this Art exprefles it, SeduI.Li, 

Operis 



Grandifontsfontpare Modis^ Tragicoq:, Boatu. * -^**-*- -i 



Swell but their Speech with bellowing words, 
and a tragick Fury. ^Refonantia^ -undantia^ ro- 
rantUy tutiUntiay radiant ia^ jtammantia^ co' 
rufcantia^ tumulfuaniia^ bacchantia^'' ^uadrupe^^ 

dantiay 



Pafchalis. 
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'd4mi0h are all admirable Words td fill tht 
Mouth, and make a graceful Rumble, ^nd 
then aU is well \ no mitter for Senfe^ or 
Connexion, or any thing of that nature : the 
iiniod of Carfathium Pela^tu^ djtuantis AdrU ft-- 
nrn^fulgunnt^ ^uaqtui^9r^^ omnia quatiant^ &c^ 
is Eiegiftnce enough, aiKl; woii'd almoli: tempt 
ft Man to believe the Stile wonderfully ItiD* 
Ume ) but if you look to the Senfe, you wift 
find it is only a Meteor. 

For this reafon it is, that many prefer the 
Poets of the worft Age to thofe who flou- 
rilh'd in the time of Augufius ^ they imagine 
Ctaudian begins his Rape of Proferfine in a 
much loftier Stile, than rirgU does hisr«/€ir^- 
idsj (>v Ovid his Metamorphofes. 

* Inferni Raptoris Equos^ afflatuque curru 
Sidera Tdnario^ ca^li^antefque profunda 
Junonis Thalamos^ audaci promere cantUj 
Menscmgefta jvbet* 

Let us fee^ by this Example, if a Pomp of 
Words cannot. impofe on a Reader, to make 
what he reads feem greater than itis. Thofe 
ambitious Epithets, Raptor tnfernm^ Curriis 
Tanarius^ Thalami cdigames^ Juno profunda^ 
Camus audax^ and Mens congefta^ are more 
founding than fignificant i and how Ibalf We 
cofilfcrue. Mens congefia jubet promere 'or pro- 

"^ The horrid Horfes, aa4 folphnreotts Car, 
Which bore aloft th' Infernal Raviflicr ; 
And, rifingfrom the difmal Shades of Night, 
ObfcurM the Stars, and blotted all their Light : 
The darkfom Spoufals 'of the ravilh'rf Fair, 
lily daring Verfe adventures to declare. 

dr 
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4erej as Others read if •. CmuBtfuos & Sidtfa 
iurru Mat4 f I had rather tie Poet had open'd 
with ungingtbe barbarous Ad of Fhto^ the 
cruel Hands of theR^yilher^ and the rough - 
Arms w^iich reiz'rfintj^^ughtcr oijupiter^Q 
fole t)eliJBht of a^p^a GoddeO deferving 
perpctuarDay, ana carry'd her down in 
their rude^ Gripe, vainly crying out to her 
Father and Mother, thro the vaft Abyfi to 
cverlafting Shades. 

But Claudian begins with nothing of tbis ; 
the Ravifher's Horfes appear, the Chariot 
foUows, and Proferfine is not ieen till (he is 
in the ISIuptial Bed, when fhe is now become 
the nether Jimoj ^perhaps left the Rape flxou'd 
faave touch'd us with Commiieration. Tlie 
Marriage-Bed is callM d^rifam^ which they 
win ttiink no Misfortune, who do not delire 
Light in fuch a Place. CUudian^ therefore, 
has neither conceived nor exprefs'd a great 
Image of the Adion, which is his SuJ^ject, ia 
the Barbarity of which th^ Horfes of P/itf^, 
Atxd his Chariot and Proferpme's ISloptials are 
Aot coqcernM ; *Tis the Rape it felf is the 
principal Part* But our Poet has managed * 
)uft like a Limner, who ihou'd paint a Cha-* 
riot, drawn by four Horfes, dofely covier'd 
up i an4 in another Qiiarter, at a remoter 
Diftance, 9 Bed in the Dark, with this In-- 
fcription, T%e Rape of Proferpine. How 
much better does P^i4 begin his Metamor- 
phofes, 



In nova fort animus mutatas difere formasj 
Corpora ■ ■» 
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HaCipis in few Words, • an4 thofe perfpicuf 
ous'^ the whole Grandeur of his Argument V 
tq fay nothing of the beginning of the JSEneid, 
and the fecond V^po\ioi Lncretiusj than which 
hardly aay thing can b^^ffre fublinae. , 

Tisnotto be wonOTrd>i, if the V 
fome modern Poets, thi^were not c6mpara- 
ble, to ClaudUn^ who we flfow had a great deal 
of Fire, .. have the fame Misfortune to carry 
lnoi% Sound than Senie : For 'tis Hiuch eafier 
to , coljea Ihining Words out of the Po^ts, of 
from l^t ^Thefaurl Phrafium Pijteticarum^ as^ 
fbmedo,;ttao to produce a noble Image in 
the Mind. . 

. Butof 2tll 'Meteors; none have a greater 
ippeiaratice of Sublimity, than thofe whicK 
.^ Qvimitian cdL^% frdicifitid^ and others tumida% 
tw^tddy and inflata-y which are fyybllen, an^ 
flatulent, and full of Tumor. A Tumor ia 
Stile/ is i. certain fixcefs of Elevation, inton 
^^hich all are l^tray'd, who poITefs a, 5trengj;^i, 
of Imagination irkther thin of Judgment j/and: 
whenever' they wou'd fpeak magnificently, 
maketifeof every thing thatferves to exalt 
a Stiley but obferve.no Decency or Modei-. 
ration. 

If thefe Perfons wouM form a great Image,, 
they form a iafi ont\ inftead of afubliipe 
one, they make one which is enorniotis •, an4 
for an admirableone,. they inVeftt one wholly 
incredible and prodigious. They. can't think 
of a tall Man, but they make hitn a Giant, 
and they magnify a valiant Man intoaperfeft 
Romance-Hero. 'Tis a noble Image, of 
In LaDlio. Friendfliip inGVerd,wheiihefay$, Nonjqna^ 
non Igni'^ non Aere fluribus in hcis vtimurt ^uam 

Amicitii: 
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^j4mkhii:NotWat^^^^^^ jiifj nirll^tV' are 
ud i^'More.Pkces thaii%'iendfilf'u^ ^.E^Ut If 

'FrieUthip'is^d, ih fdrmii^^^ 



is ^hm idea • of ^ b^rrupt^^A^^^^ bbt> 

Nu^m intra fejndm^^^ f^deo *muf''E^&.93* 

W^^ i^'^oUi ftccarcj. Hififdjip 

^T^P^* [[f^icc (dots' not Wow lie refer v^d wittdh it 
jfUl Wt^^*^^^ ^^^ *V' fo in live with his oWfJ^ih^ 

*'eis his Jlmbitio'n to Jin heforeWitneJf^s, '^ ; ' -^^ 
^"^ .l^h'ey Whb afe' pleas'd \m\\^\xc\i:'Me0ly 
^j^iyetlieir i^'ancy fometimes as great' ra lodi^ 
ail ^Pfofe.^sth? Poets Can-do ia Vferfe,:; jand 

even a greater. ' D. Brutus j Tays one of th'feltf, Fioms^ 

comuer^d the GallaecianSj and all the Peopl^ of 1 2. c i7« 

Gall&cia, and tl^e River hf Oblivion /o ^^r^ad^ 

futto the^ Soldiers ; and, marched -not back* till he 

had^ traversed the Shore of the Ocean^ and feen 

the Sun finking Into 
'guipi^d in thy Watej 

of having commit i 

tion. i^hptherthu Barclay.' 

gion; No Clouds -e' 

'd^ftrt^i^ tpi^ ^Summt 

/If t^;y. ]praife a w ^?*f^^^A 

^harder th^an Adam ;' /^^j 

fiercinff, hirn^ that i 

^infsofJVarj whici 

and beat down the J 

him. //(p is^y firmer 

# Cal^thage, and 

^^iplf^ Let ^ 

4* ^^ 
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fin hlp^ they witi not wound ,pr hurt him, nay they 

xoiUnortauchhim. When they extol any King 

prPi^incoi " \^ Julius 

^Ci)^» tha re them-; 

ftlvesv fafl. itioa i*- 

credos m t L is not a 

Relation ^^pfy^i^ trtis not 

d* Ef. Taur ' chou p his yir^ 

P^S°^- tu^\niri %> )^ 

/But in V ipei|ip^s 

Im^featib idj^m^at^ 

.p^lume? rinitte^, 

it Relieves ^ jraft and 

mpnl^roui for it tOy produce : Sonietimes it 
'is ib\;the Clouds>,'''tlien grpvelipg on thp 
Grpuiid,5 iiow ^tiVwiapM above the .\Vprlj|^ 
^ aii^^^inglfes H^ 

' * ^ i%w variarevoUtrem frodigiaUterummj 

■ t^elphinuin Sytvis dmv^tt'y fiuBikM 'aprum^ . 

^r• ''''^' ■ ';:^^' Art. poet.. > 

IjP^V y^^cfe a P^erjiJic)ttor'f , fays Jfofraccy has a 
mini tj^YaryhlsSuhjetiyin an extraordinary 
TBoTiTfer^ he^l Jknd,fke.p<fVfhin inu) rjb> PPoodsj 
"' ^ ^ ' '^ Oni, tells us of 



opkyheBoartnto the PTat^. 
lotifiie SQldIer$ who v^ere id f 



Auvray, coi^ef^ftj^heywerei^^^^ 
Lett. 46. MptinH, Ti!?f >(?^r/ .'t«?«^'^^ .^'^^^ 
thiSi&i:;of rSe ^()d|ac^. li^^^ 

therSun*- ' .'.^ -/V .• .^ ; 

. " ,4f they defcribe a.; .f^Apeft t6%h the Sea, 
they take their fuU^^wW: Jhe-^^im^ 
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WafS>thc)SIorthrWindprevaiis5 he noton- 
ly raifes the W^ves, but fliQves whple Seas 
dutof their Plaeei Xh^t/Egean^ and Tyrrhene^ 
the Imian and Mriatick Seas arc mix'd : The 
pther Winds poflefs the Oceaa; the Earth 
is delngM, the Sea has no Shore, and is re- 
ftraia'd only by Heaven. / 

Tunc queque tanta Maris Moles crevijfet in 
4fira^ 
. jftfif fi^femmReBor frtffljfen Nuhihus Vnd4fs^ 

Lucan. lib. 5. 

. ^bbve the Stars, had fw«ll-d th'^afpiring 
Flood, . . 

: But ^ifiV^r with Clottds^e rUlrig Seas^fub- 
djttd. 

And even in Sacked Subjefts their Fancy is as 
U?en^icms. Hqpier might be allow'd to fciga 
Mbnlters of Deitys, . aj;iimake them be woun- 
4ed by lit^y upon vvbich MiC^^hance th^ 
Champion Mars roar'd out, 

Iliad. •• 

Jfs' Utti ^ nine or ten thoufdnd Men (for hc 
<^6uM not certainly tell which) Jhouting to the 
battel. . But who can endure a ChrijEtlan* Po- 
et feigning thefe Events at our Saviour's 

Birth, 

'"•^SteRataque Machina Mundi 
Trofcrifpt ferale Jubar^ tnicuere fecundo 

5 B^teus Hypiib iniChriftam, Ub. i. I^eroicor. 

' ■ ^ Omine 
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Omine Siderca Fades: dum Pignora Cesium , 
Tanta fihi promifa futat : ftta Frigoraj^t^enii 
^goc^ros medih voluit mkefcere Brutnh^ . 
Ft fefuirgUcialif Hicmsy d^cefftt Olymfo 
. ArEljitfhyUxy fugitque ficia cum Ccrtjuge Ce- 
fheusy 
FtChirofiy Perfeuffy furens^ &iPlejas &ifje 
jimfhitryotfiades. . 

The Starry Lights all baleful Rays fufpend, 
And" on the World the kindeft Influence 

^ ferid, 
Expeding. awfully the great Event y .- 
'^ And in l^id^Winter I^rofts and Snows re- 
lent : . . , . . 
Jiraofhyiax- in hafte forfook the Skys, ^ 
And Cefhet4s with his tender Confort ftys. 
And Chiron^ Perfeusj. Plejas^ Hercules. 

Kot to mention the Mixture of Chriftiatt 
Myfterys herewith theabfurd Fables of the 
Gentiles i in which Chriftian Poets ronietimes, 
ftrangely indulge themfelves. ^ 

And fince tjhofe who have more Wit than 
Judgmenty'aim at a Sublimity in Words as 
wellasinSenfe, they never fcruple to adven- 
ture, on any Expreffion, but purfue aftor 
Tropes and Metaphors from one end of the 
World to the other i that which does not 
<;onform of it' felf, is put on the Rack; and. 
made to comply by Force. 'Unnatural f^erK 
phrafes are fpun out, which cannot be^ pro-* 
nounc'd in a Breath : whatever is furprizyig 
in the Uhiverfe, the Heaven with its Clirifes 
and all tlie Stars, the People of all Lands and 
Nations, all the Seas, Lakes, Rivers aifd 

Mountains, 
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Mountains, all the Gods and Gcddeflbl; in 
fliort, all Monfters and Prodigys are lifted in- 
to the Service, and made to furnifli their 
Names, Sirnames and Epithets to our Wri- 
ters, to accomplifli the Grandeur of their Dif- 
courfe. Neptune muft contribute his Trident^ 
Minetva her Gorgon Shield, Phahui his 
Chariot and his Horfes, Mercury his Wings 
for the Feet, and Hercules his Club, and Ju- 
fiter his threebolted Thunder. With them 
Xerxes * is no longer King of the Ferfians^ 
but the Jufiter of the Perfidns ; Vultures are 
not Birds of Prey, but living Sepulchres i the 
Heliotrope is the j; Methufalem of Flowers i>Ar^ 
rows don -t fly in the Air, but )1 featherU 
I>eaths tojfefs the Skys : they don't exclaim, 
in the ulual Phrafe, Quid primum^ quid dein^ 
dedicamf What jhall I mention jirfi^ and what 
lafi? but, Quas Ariftas Horreis infer am^ quas 
relinqudm ? What Sheafs fhali I carry into the 
Barn^ and what jhall I leave out ? Oneofthefe 
Oratorical Panegyrifts thus hafl:ens to a Conr 
clufion : ^^ I confefsj being vanquijh'd by tlte 
Grandeur of ytmr Deeds^ and blinded with the 
Light of the jintientSj lam willing to defcend in 
the cloje of my Oration^ and omit new Triumphs^ 
Thus J if I had a mind to number the Ornaments 

^ VideLongin. €• 2. f Gongora rfSpanifli Foer. 
II Ennod. Panes, Theodoric. di^. 

** Veflem, taceor, ad orationis Terminura yiflus 
Geftoriim tuorum enormicate defcendere, & novellas * 
Adoreas, hebetatus Prifcorum Luce, tranfire. Quem- 
'admodumfi astherei Axis in numerum redigere Orna- 
menta voluiffem, &, Trionum Fulgorc comprehenfo, ' 
eoeli Decorem impotenti LinguS defcribere, cederet 
divinoSplendorimorcalisObfcuricas, jubaris Lampadi 
Aon fufficeret humilium Tcintiila Sermonum* . 

Q. •/ 
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of thi t^thirial Axis^ and coihfrthhh ding the 
Sf lender of the ittufiri&usWain^ to deftrihewith 
my weak Tongue the Glory of the Hta^ens^ mor^ 
talObfcurity would yield to Divine Luftre^^ and 
the Sparkle of groveling Words wtfu^d not .fkffce 
to exfrefs the radiant Latnp ^ove* - 

Single and uncompounded Wdi^ds aMb will 
not'pafs mutter, if they happen ^t6 be c^n- 
monlyus'dj there is not Dignity, or SOitnd, 
or Senfe enough in them tople^thefe va- 
rious Authors: Therefore flew- •oiics are to 
be coined, and old ones reftor'd, v^here the 
pfefent are not to '\their ifleafutt t Dolphins 
mbftnotbe Delphini^ in L3\iny bat Repandi- 
rofirum & incurvicervicum Pei^mi Sgt^f Dan- 
ger is Hypobrychium irrefpirSile'^ a Goat is 
'Animal reciprocicorne ; a Boar Nemorivagns \ a 
Hind Sylvicuhrix^ &c. And here the Poetical 
Compounds of Gero and F^rr^? ftand th6m in 
ftead ; after the Example of w^hichth^y can 
form feveral others j and Nouns Sur^rla- 
tives, and Patronymicks ; and Verbs^s jBfac 
Grammarians call them, frequentative,- incho- 
ative, imitative, and defiderative: and, -id 
fliort, all words of a foot and a half, one 6f 
which fhall take up a Line to it felf, a^e gree- 
dily fought out. 

When I faid above, that it conduced to 
the Sublimity of Stile, to make it bear the 
Impreflionsof a great and lofty Mind, many, 
who cannot difcern true Magnanitnity from 
Pride, will believe that to be fublime, which 
is really infolent and profane ; which argues 
not a Contempt of little things, but of things 
far fuperior to the Contemner himfelf, and 
of thehigheft Importance : and this is not a 

Sign 
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Sig^ of ra great, but of a ,prou4 apd vaia- 

glorioosWnd* 

Such a Metffir is the impious Return of 
Pbaraohf Who is the Lord that I jhottd obey hisExod.^. 
yioicef And that of Senacherib^ Who are they ^ «• 
^Mtnow aU the Gods of the Country s^ that have a Kings 
Meliver^d their Country out of ny H^i} And '*• 5?^* 
of Nibuds^dnezxar^ 1 mu afcend abpve theHduH^n; 
Heights jjf the Clouds^ I UfiB be tike the mefi 
Hi^. Thelc arc the fwclling Speakers, who, 
as the Plalmift lays, fpe^ loftily^ who fet their Pfal. 73^ 
KjMouth 0gair^ the Heaven^ and wbofe 7wf«f *•?• 
/mails thro the Earth. . Anctfuch is the Saying, 
by fome attributed to Aupifius^ that he wotcd 
^jiin the ViBory even in defpght of Neptune. 
And that alfo of Caligula^ who thus threa- 
tened his Gfod Jupiter ; *E/< yAw t^fom mtdu 
#1, rU fend you packing to Greece again. With 
the. like Arrogance I>^«^*V^Vi» oj^dcr'd his Pro- 
curator^ Lexers to begin in this Form : Do^ 
minus & Detu noficr fie '^"pefi jubetj Our Lord 
^Cod'rCommandsit to he thus. 

The Poets are often guilty of this, and 
when they dcfign to fay fometbing great aid 
foblime, fall intoproudai\d impious Expref-' 
i^ons. So Lucan fays of ^ero^ who fucceeded 
to Princes that had obtaiuMthe Empire by 
Civil Wars andmanyVillanys: Scelera ipfa- 
que nefafque hac mercede placent i Evil and 
Jnjufiice are welcome when attended with fuch a 
JRecompence. And comparing Cafar^s Party and 
^ompey\ he fiys, 

VsStrix Caufa Diis placuit^ fed vida Catoni. 
0.1 Th0 
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TToe Cods chafe the conquering Slde^^ but Cato 
V the conquered. He oppofes^ if ' not prefers, a 
Jingle Cur^ to all the Gods. Hercules in Sene^ 
ca^ a Seneca is the Author of that Trageds-^ 
thus. demands of Jufiter to bp reedy 'd into 
Hercul. Jitaveainnoydofi thou delay ? Art thou afraid 
?A*^* «!fi»rf Or cannot Atlf^'jMpf ort the weight df 
tSsui. Hercules added to the Heavens? ffafie ^M^itet^ 
and wake the Cods faff in my ProteUtoh:/ Tou 
tnaylay^fide your /Thunder. I will ifn^ertaie to 
fecure youy whether ypu a^gn me the Froteh or 
the Torrid Zone to defend'* ^e^ fatisf^d^ afcd 
believe the Cods fafe vtidir xny Care.^ This; is 
the Speech of a Tyjhpn or Enceladus^ not of 
a Hero. MartiaPs- Epigram to Domitian^ in 
which he .v^ilhes him a long Life:, is not un- 
like it: ^ 

Ejfe veils ^ frecorj ferus Conviva Tonantis j 
At ju. fi f roper as^ Jufiter ^ ipfeveni.' 

Mayfi thou late bece^me the Thunderer^s Cuejt^ bUe 
if thou art in hafte to afcend thy Heaven^ Jupiter, 
do thou come down^ and fupfly his Rodni* 

This Cuftomof the, Poets to, accufe, re- 
proach, and upbraid the Gods, is proud ^ad 
impious i and fo are thofe Forms of Speech, 
by which the Gods are faid, ' invidia exonerarl^ 
frobariy abfolvi: and indeed all Expreffions, 
which intimate a Contempt of Things that 
are by no means to be defpis'd j fuCh as are 
Things facred, Probity^ Piety, Juftice and 
other Virtues, excellent Men, fliinktg Ac- 
tions and Sayings, Kings and Magiftrates, 
our Country, Parents, Rights, Laws, and 
,Ciiiloms, &c. Expreffions which lignify Con- 
tempt 
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tempt of tbcfe, ha,vc nothing of true Great- 
nefs in them. 

'If tTifey happen to ftrike us with feme ap- i . 
pcaranceof Sublimity, when utter'd boldly, 
and witfra confident "Air, it is, becaufe we 
are ^ ^W'^proud Creatures, and are not only ' 
pleasM'to fee our felye's lifted above inferior ' 
tilings, . which won'd not be a Fault •, but at 
the fame time that wedebafe our felves be- . 
xieath things really mean and vile, we haugh- 
tily elevate us above thof? which are truly 
excellent, as it were in revenge, to Recover 
the Dignity we (hamefolly gave away to the 
other. Hence fuch Sayings, as flatter this 
Vanity, are recelvM with wonderful Plea- 
liire, and we regard them as delightful -Re- 
flcftions of our own Majefty and Grandeur, 
and therefore applaud them as fublime. 
This, wife Men affign as the Reafon why an 
Audience is fo tranlpprted with the Sublimi- 
ty of any Difcourfe •, which is rightly judged, 
it they do but remember to diftinguifti be- 
tween true Sublimity of Mind and .Stile, and 
a vain flatulence of both. 

But 'tis not a Fault in Writers, who intro- 
duce Perfons df aii imperious Temper fpcak- 
ing, to make them exprefs^ their Pride ia 
their Speech. When Servhs Tullius repri- 
. manded the rebellious Tdrquin^ in thefe words j 
What is thiS'i Tarquin, which you have done ? Livy. 
flow dare you infolently ajfemble the Senate 
during my Lifef or flace your felf in my Seat ? 
Livy admirably, puts this Anfwer into Tar- 
quinh Mouth : That he fillM his Father's Seat, 
rather as a King's Son, the Heir of his King^ 
Horn, than as a Slave j and that Sjrvifu had 
Q 3 long 
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long enough prefumptaoafly infoltcd over 
his Supcrioars. This was Pride in Tar^n 
who fpoke it, but it is fubUme in Livyy who 
has drawn a (trong Imag? of fiis Pride in ' 
the Expreffions. When the Nurfc, in SiiK- 
cah Medea^ objeded to her, that of aii her 
abandant means, Ihe had nothing now left, 
her to revenge the Inconltanqr of Jafm^ the 
Sorcerefs reply s j 

Medea fuperefiy heic Mare & terras vides^ 
Ferrumque & Ignes^ & Deos^ dr Fulmina* 

Medea her felf remains i in her thou hajh Earthy 

Sea^ and Fire^ J^^gg^h theGodsy off d- Thunder 

toe. Msdea^ who iays. this, is proud,, im^ 

pious and raving, but Seneca excellently joints 

the Rage of a revengeful Woman in thefe 

words. On which account alfo, the Minors 

of Polyfbemux in Ovid are not to be cen-* 

fur'd i the Eloquence of Myfhemm is hofrid, 

but the Verfe of Ovid is beautiftil : for here^ 

not the Thing which is reprefented, but the 

Reprefentation of it ought to pleafe us. 

. I ihall now treat of the third fort of Me^ 

teorsj which is fo compounded of the two 

former, that not only the SubjeS of a fuhlimo 

Difcourfe Jhatl be mean and lowj but alfo the 

Sublimity of the Stile fiall be viciofts. Thefe 

do not want their Admirers, Perfons who 

are fo far from knowing how to condefcend, 

that they ennoble the moft vulgar things with 

a bloated Stile« With them Birds arecaU'd, 

Femtata Ttbia^ or, aUti Poeta : a Virgin is, in 

Greek, >itiwJ>f©-; andaDunghil-Cock, If^rffc 

Ask one of theie Gentlemen what Bufinefs 

he 
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he fi>llov7S, and pcrfiaps heflialf acCyrec from 

Seduliwi Bg9 decMchoraa, P/abtria inter hcMi 

JDogmatis 0f(irot Dmtidicdjkodtdathms Cstftuf 

exerceo.ymt3itim$^ tkatfieis a Cbantor of ai 

Qjgdre- Ask another,, how he U^/and he'lK 

tell yOQ, ii^is hene fe in CartmCul^F^Bicvlocim^ 

fiitutumeffki and if he is writing,, he'll &Sr 

Sk aliipdd Niliaci Paffro Gwrgkis CaUmo fera-SeivAkL 

ragft€ iontradtrc* And. if yoa ask in what 

Year Inch a thin^ wa^^one, he fbal( anfwer 

in tWs Defcription^ /atf Temf^n^ inc^mafL 

Verbis ig^M Romped in, offi^ f^tfradifi fmt /*• 

teriihCHrifii extintla^ ut Regflum X>ei vioUntiui 

roferttvr : or if bi$ Madnefs runs more on a 

big. Word than on Periphrafes, hcMl reply 

from ibxne old Redord, that it happicn'd fuch 

m inch a^ Prdate, jirchiefiJh^fMS^ or fuch a. 

King.*- ttotoiminf\ and if he woa'd Ipeak 

morf^ floridly, hel iky, (uch a Gentleman 

lancied iniSidly f , when tb^Worli W nut pt 

^or^ifd CLome, not the OciM fubmitttd t^ the 

Tyber. Nay, 'tis a hundred to on^^ but he. 

bids his Servant pull off his Boots, ia the 

form of a certain magnificent Rhetorician ; 

Itf ^ui tnet Hff&ior €s^ innitert Corf oris tui C9«» 

lumnis^ & ab hif imrtni Savii JExuviu me ii* 

her a. Thm who/tri my I^ferietp flant thee M 

thePittars of thy Sody^ and fr^e me frem, tbtfi 

Spoils of the fia^hter'd Ox* 

One invited hS Frienij into th(g Coi^ntry in 
the Sammet-Time,. t^us J : Jm Vet deaedit 

. ' " ■ ^- • ' H i' ^ t 'li 'l | i M i n i ^t w »iw g ^w<»»iia^j#<P iilOi f wi 

» Glpflar. duPrcfae* Verb. Ptamare^ 
t Nondum Orbi$ adojraverat Rbmam$ nojtidUfll 
Oownus cpnceffcrat Tybri. • 

. g Sidbd^ Aj^iAtl. Bj^ricl 0tfitBei«tti> tiK a* 
ftj^ift* 2« 

. tSfidti^ 
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t^fi^if ^c/iChe Sfr'mghas now rejtgn^JL t$ the . 
Suvmaer^ andtheSun^ exalted thro the extreme 
Linesy extends his Beams to f jb^ Scy thiaii Axis., 
'the World grows wdrm^ the Alpine Frofi melts 
awayj and the Earth is inf0Wd nith thirfiy 
Chinks \ the Gravel lies nahd in the Fords j the 
Mud on theHiver Banhj and the Dufiin the 
Roads \ an4 jhe t^ountkins^, perpetually glidings 
langutfij^ inthetrXTowfe* "T%e Waters are not on"' 
ly warnfdy butbiiPd : Undnow^ 6hileone fipeats 
inSattin^ and anotherin Silki thouj fivath^dand 
wrap^d inthy Rugs and ^riez,e^ and pent tip in. 
the clofc Towny aroufily caflefi on thy Boysy ' who 
ate pale with Heat and Ffar^ to confirue." But 
if thonhafi any lvalue for \ thy HeMthj ivithdraw 
thy felf immediately fr(mthe ftifiing City^ and 
. fofi down to my Lodging^^ and in this gentle Re-- • 
cefs deceive the Inclemency of the Dog-Star. A" 
vigilaht^ Reader^ who has'infpl^'^d a volnptuOfn ' 
fatience in re4dingthe Epifttes of Sidonius Apel^^ 
linarify\Bifboip oV Clermont^ Will ealily know 
the Stile* And this ibgetiious Author is al- 
ways fo conftant to himfelf, that he caii^t fa- 
late a Man, but he breaks put into a Salutation v 
but wheh he writes to the Pope, i. e. to 'a 
Bifliop, his Brother, he has the Happinefs 
even to exceed himfdf : The\\ Croud of the Col-: 
lege^ He tells him, tremble at him\ andj in 
comparifin of his Gravity^ the mofi reverend Se* 
niers^^^re ipcre Children .: 'fhe fpiritual Warriors' 
regard %im as a principal' Standard-bearer of^ 
each Order of dainty j i^ho rekches out the Hand 
0f hirTongue to aU wounded Confiiences. TTis 



-lUi^ 



» Thefe afe Sidonius*/ Words. \ 

I Si4aa|aia4.]^«pa;nUpum, Epift/u Ukf. . 
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no^0imnder now^ thsit when bemadeVhh Sab« 
miffioh to the Pdpe, be ftil'd himMf pmd^e 
and Lacquey^ and evert Fettow^Lefet with, thfc 
leprous Man in the GofytX. 

' But 'tis in Jfrkk that th« moft v terribli^Wr- 
teari, haVc been producM. Thie whole Book 
of- jiftirtianCapeH is oiiebf them ; the Title, 
De lifipiiis Philohgi^, dh M Afar^ 

riage if fhilologY iwlwf' Mercury, feems to 
jprofliife fome ejetraordinary Matter. Ac- 
cordingly he begins'it* with an Invocation of 
Hymen itt magnificent^ Vcrfe, and proceeds 
with the perfea Air of a Romance) all the 
Gods and Goddefles are brought, into the 
Scene, and the Mufes take their Toms to Jlog 
anEfithalamum. r At length the Bride is led 
into JupiterV //<>w/i, wh^feBuli wai ihtWorld^s 
Circufkftrencey and which txceCd tht X^i^reof 
the Stars in its fhinittg Decorations^ andfiretch^d 
acrofs the Zodiack by tht Nevmefs of its Sit^^ 
Our Author condefcehds to talk thus/ when 
he has a mind to be underftood^ ,; bi;t gene* 
• raQy^he is pleas'd to be far more obicure^ 
Thefirlt: and fecond Books, and the begiq* 
: ning >of tfce' thirdy carry you thro a blind 
> Labyriiitfi, I know not whither; and^ when ^ 
-yoix-have made ydur way thro this cloudy 
Ma5:einto known Ground, you arrive ^t an 
Expofition of Qramm^\ tht Reapm of Letttrs^ 
' Syttablh and Words* And hence you travel oa 
to the Predicahles of Logitl^ arid at laft you 
dilcover, the Defign erf this Heroick Fidion 
iS'to lay down general Precepts of the Libe- 
lal Arts. 

:Tertnllian\ Treatife De PaUio^ of tht Ckak^ 
does not yield tQ this dread&l Mtttor^^ Ace. 

The 
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Tte dfrieim had wprnno^A tika for ^m^ 
^ytfaeGMTOi aad taking /up tbeCioak: aao 
^ OMfd aw forgive tte Affront;, but tp re- 
venge bimfelf writ his Apd^d TMO^ Thi 
'jtf9bsyvf)the^ot^ry Krfiere, after be i has 
4oett:ioti?d /aH jthe^Cbtogos <o( fiW&. Kiaj^ 
Jii[biab ;da urittftited imagimiicm iira^ jAleito 
IngKft, rii| Qx4m to )i]itify his pwv^. «iid 
a)iaac£evei;id^xtEaoit]kary FloarsOiois about 
-the Cloak, he intttodttces the caoak it ielf 
-thusfpeadttng: Away! I wiarffrtfsAv^^ 

'0n imrvp^d wnw^iy me j • Vx / ehthe the frfi 
9ikicki0t vf:i&merjianekFopmerpf the Vei$^^ the 

^e iM&tiinfltim and Siiphifij the PifficHm gnd 
yf^tt^ .Mnd\ he^hm- itxtfvijis ^Mvfiak^ gm the M^^ 
gitim ) niy fottr^^tmrmr^d^t^oversj^ ebeJihe* 
WalSMiys. Whatman ^vertalkM morenttg- 
juficeatly than irhis illtiltrious Garment? J 
iwrWd^have Dbtig'^d theEeader mith Hs^fmch 
^t ^iaeg^; .but that its (State in the i^ is 
jQOpe^iobiaore, in ^htch i£^ceel}eate vit\*€?Qa 
..Q(&es(b»(mdit$ M&ftef • 

IbthdTe two jjr/nM9 Writers i mv tuida 

jthird,:^»/mftr^^who abonods wiibbAfetwif, 

W you may M^snt^iMmbfifMfynmi^^gjf* 

tiam^ ^ borrow one :from the firifc Bige 4>f 

.iiisMetamorpbofisi ^m, Ar§iitUrNitithi.eMlM' 

cmhw^ftam^ nm f^^ JBatJtWs 

! Author is in every one's bands, and is fi> 

iHghly in gnice with fopie, tteit if a JMJMI 

' finds &idt with him, they prefently draw i% 

Sentence of jifuUiHsu^abvoi^ and iaybeis 

. hfvbiU^efiiri€ Inhdi PUga fertrngm. Aod 

viioin^bta .Scuijca W9iM:fpmagwaft^hi^ 

fines 
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finoe 'i.(f!/^ himfdf is >d(it afrstid io^irindicate 
htsStHc^^unft ijti dt Arfinati SchoU imf^et 
Pnm^2k% he^degantly calh the Admirdrs of 
Cicero? 

. 'Tis to bewiih'd ttds prodtgioos Eloqaenoe 
liteite liQt infosM into Boys at School: Fbr 
.henm >the firft Comiption of St^e prooeeds \ 
agpoit ttiany t^eCain^og that Vlotioa of-iSnb- 
linityi whidi ifaey receiv'd fram tfadr To- 
Itdr, thro their whole Life : suA if he iu» a 
rfalfeTaftehimrelf^ theChildrea are betnf 4 
:MtO:'the £line»£rr6r } iinlcfs ttey ' happra 3to 
ipOi&fi^Qch ^ dtfg^e of Judgment 'HI tbdr 
gttenYearSy as^^Mii/^ji/r^iiyfayswis inUs 
Brother fienry.. The thiag is worth relating : 
trdcxpnrBstaid'OociJ^^ flea« 

ty'j Preteft^ was caBU HttfeQ } ia very hm$$lt 
Mahi bmt vnltdahid^ md ignarMtthf Ae Art he 
frofefs^d .• In Prafe he ^fmed the Ehque^e mf 
bloated snd bigh^Jemding IVerdsj oMd tovfi the 
^iumfifi 'Majefty and GiuUnUy and Vefirif time 
^hivb'werenet toltrahUewnimV^erfe^W the m^ 
^trktiat 8wbje&^ Stkb is Iris Pefef4feim*4f the 
\Dey4fteak^ wbkb Vvieim ttou^d fireq^imfy re^ 
^featMfh^^tvdxbty j^raf€pavityj It begta 
tocgroiw light, tmd uAo^^ ifiiiidg forth «s 
the iHei^kl of a fbikr^Li^t^lk) :c(Mie, e^ 
vRifing Sun oomb'd ^his Lodcs^yellaw with 
fGoId, andfliotohis Rays on hi^. 4^atifim^ 
(iiysiAdriany 'Mid ibeenruinU^ if he had 4ftM0^ 
ted his'Pfetffeeei\ but the Jtu^pnmt ef efft 
Scholar frevmPd 9rcr' the had i£kai9ifle effhe 
Mafter* How maty Teachers are tnt»e who 
<wouM bleft tfaeiDirehre^t Af tiiey^^cHM^ btt 
reach this pitjbhof RtfeK:? fi>r tfao:«h)^<ao^t 
foar fohigh, they appear very fublime in their 

owo 
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own 'Opinion, if they can inftrud their Pa<« 
pils to begin an Epillle thus : Salutem a Fon-- 
teS^dutis^' Amice meiuUitus feramande , and to 
clofe, Ttius per Saxd per Ignesj ifc» 

But A^eorj are to be' found in modern 
Languages out of the. Schools. ThchaUan 
Writers are full of them, and fo are the Spa^ 
mjhy,^nd many of the GerManx:oipj after them. 
Thepiiefent French zte mtich more reform'd 
thanthetr Forefathers, and abandoniogthele 
felfc Splendors, have atrivM to underftand 
the true manner of writing, if they can but 
prefervc.it. ' 'Tis very dij05cult for that Nia- 
tioh to. retain any thing long v but if they 
ihbu^dpcrfcverc, they' wouM make the neareft 
Approach to the antient Eloquence of Greece 
and li^me^ in the time of) Demojthenes and Ci^ 
cer^w. But there is iafort pf Meteorrin all mo- 
dern Tongues, which was unknown to the 
Antientsv^J^eahthofe Forms in which vre 
tciftify Relj)ca: and Deference, caird Cpmfle^ 
memsy which the ^r^ejli and Remans had n^ 
WOrdvtaexprefs, and which fome caH Terms vf 
Honour^ .Hexe.hy great and Iwelling. Words, 
hardly any thing is -fignify'd j for rnsfthtmAie 
and pMjt obedient Servant^ or Slavey means no 
more than the Gret^an ;^fpe, and Ave with the 
Latins i not to meatibn other Forms tootc 
, tedious and highflown. I wou'd not {)^rfuade 
any to Omit thiefe, when^^^ilie Fafhion has 
njade them neceflary ; but 'twere to be wifli'd 
JngeniousMen wou'd by decrees unlearn fo 
trifling a Cuftom, and that, fo many ufelefs 
and impertinent Words might not continue 
. to pufF up and enervate our Difcourfe. 

>;:f ^ FINIS. 
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